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BARON TRENCK. 


ExrLanaTiON | or rus PLATE REPRESENT= 


ING THE BARON LOADED WITH FETTERS 


Round the neck was 2 collar of iron of 4 

hand's breadth; .to the ring of which the 

N chains and their whole 8 were pen 
iged to ſuſtaiin 

with ong hand day and night, or he worn 


dent. The chains he was o 


have begn in danger of being ſtrangled; © 
Abavehe elbows were two irons, to which a a 

chain was Med, behind his back, that paſſed 

up ty the neck-collar. Theſe, however, 


were removed a month after they were firſt 
Put on, when the Baron fell ill; 


A broad iron rim was rivetted round his body, 
between which and the bar that ſeparated | 


his hands. was another chain. 2 


The bar, two feet in length, was ironed to the 


hand-cuffs, fo that he could only bring . 
end his fingers in contact. 


| The chains were all fixed to a thick bon tas 


ple in the wall. # 


A triple ro of chains deſcended to the right ; 7 


foot, and the whole weight, the projecting 


. neckito]hr acting as a lever, was enormous. 
Under the ſtajke was a ſeat of bricks; on the 


de a water-jug. Beneath the fret 
was his tomb-ftone, with the 
carved, and a death-head, 


oppoſi 
of the: 


name TIE 
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Baron F be Trenck; + 
; conT AINING * 
HIS ADVENTURES; | 


HIS CRUEL AND EXCESSIVE $UFFERINGS; DUR= 7 
IF: . ING TEN YEARS IMPRISONMENT, AT + 
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| THERE have been two authentic 
editions of the fallawing work, in 
' the German langu 640 — The i, 
Printed at Vienna; the ſecond, at Ber- 
in. Each of theſe bas been muti- 
lated, in certain places, by the cenſor, 
as it may be preſumed, 2 each ciiy; 
* being the praftice, in moſt of the 
European flates, with works much leſs 
free than the Life of Boron 7 Tone: 
'In general, however, they « 
' the miracle is that a book, 55 * 
written, ſhould bave been licenſed. 


| Aronger proof cant be urged of wy | 


- I 

The Life of Baron Trenth is, in vont 
"uf compoſition, a work of /o extrdordi- 
nary a nature that 828 liberties 
_ muſs be taken, of omitting and compreſ- 


fog PaJages, in ibe Ea 7 _— 


— —ꝛ 
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| than would, perhaps, be found nech. 
ory in any other work, ſo well worthy 
F tranſlation. The author's baſte, Bis 
* daring ſpirit, bis lively imagination, and 
Dis ſenſibility of beart, were qualities 
fo ill adapted to the cool and clear ex- 
planation of affairs ſo intricate, ſo ap- 
i preſſive, and which ſo evidently preyed 
= upon his mind as thoſe of his Vienna 
8  law-ſuits, in the military court of 
Krieg ſratb, that his repetitions, com- 
plaints, remonſtrances, appeals to tbe 
© beart; execrations againſt injuſtice, and 
3 defponding conſolation be found in 
Bis own honour and honeſty, are un- 
* ceaſing. Surely, however, they are 
nt unmoving: they are often beauti- 
Ful, Mien ſublime; and, therefore, have 
W en been retained. Sometimes they 
omitted' or contratted, "Wok 
„ : . The. preface . an dedication i in tbe 
„ rt. volume are not inſerted, becauſe 


they confiſt only of the fame thoughts, 
, conveyed. in nearly the ſame words, 


which. are. ſo. wo dwelt e in the 
work. 6544 x 2 
The dedication bat che ng gelen of | 


| l 5 Heng addreſſed i to the Ghoſt of  Erederi, 
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PREFACE. 
late King of Pruſſia, dex no- 
thing elſe of novelty... Some paſſages are 
ſuppreſe, the omiſſion of which, when 
read in the original, will need no ap- 
ogy. , The Baron bad lived. in. the « 
| corrupt ſ[chool of Frederic the Great, 
and bad acquired ſtrange ideas, on cen- 
tain ſubjetts, * there | dignified by the 
epithet Philoſophy ; although be -pre- 
ſerved the manly ſenſe, even in 4bat 
court, to abhoy its. Ganymedes, and 
RM thereby. to incur denunciation of - - 
geance from the monarch, e 
The man of feeling, and the friend of 
freedom, will read 22 work with ſen- ., 
ations perhaps too firong : it will re- 
main an eternal monument of the dread- 


ful, the deteftable, the PINE * 
ee of defpotiſm.” 

T be biftorian will. acquire row it 

effential information concerning the cha 

rattert of perſons, courts, and kingdoms, 

bighly CROP f ihe am . _ 

Pun 9 VER 
A. n * en 1 5 


* See vol. II. pa Nag of the eiin pri 
a at Vienna, * ol II. page 56, 0 
| of Berlin, A, n und. 
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than would, perhaps, be found rech 

ry in any other. work, ſo well worthy 
"of tranſlation. The author's haſte, his 
daring ſpirit, bis lively imagination, and 
bis] ſenſibility of heart, were qualities 
fo ill adapted to the cool and clear ex- 
planation of affairs ſo intricate, ſo.op» 
preſſive, and whith ſo evidently preyed 
upon his mind as thoſe of his Vienna 
law-ſuits, in the military court f 
Krieg ſrath, that his repetitions, com- 
' plaints, remonſtrances, appeals to the 
.  beart; execrations againſt injuſtice, and 
the deſponding conſolation be found in 
Bis own honour and boneſty, are un- 
* ceaſing. Surely, however, they are 
not unmoving: they are often beauti- 
© often ſublime ; and, th.refore, have 

ten been retained. Sometimes they 

45 amitted or contradled. 


We preface and dedication i in be 
101 volume are not inſerted, becauſe 
they confift only of the ſame . 
, conveyed. in neariy the RE ewords, 
OA.) are ſo. 0 dw ae in the 
erk. N 


>The dedication han the Ang larity of 
— une to the Ghoſt 0) Fredric, 
ate 
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PREFACE. vi 
late King of . Prufſia, zus cantains no- 
thing elſe of novelty.. Some paſſages are 
ſuppreſed, the omiſſion. of which, when 
read in the original, will need no apa- 
lag. The Baron bad lived. in the 
corrupt ſchool of Frederic the Great, 
and bad acquired firange ideas, on cer- 
tain ſubjetts, * there dignified by tbe 
epithet Philoſophy ; ; po be pre- 
Pee. the manly ſenſe, even in that 
court, to abbor iti Ganymedes, and 
thereby. to incur | denunciation f ven- 
Zeance from the monarch. 8 


The man of feeling, end the friend of 
freedom, will read this work with ſen- 
ations perhaps too firong : it will re- 
main an eternal monument of the dread- 


ful, . the deteſtable, the FRE La 

felts of dgpotiſm. 
be biftorian will. acquire "vide it 
Null information concerning the cha- 
rafters of perſons, courts, and Lords: | 
highly e 80 wy een of = 
preſet century. - dee Or) 
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„See Vol. I. page 66, of the edition print- 

4 It Vienna, 1 * I F 365 0 
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| Uber heterogeneous and incomp 
| pbraſes; continually. will he exelaim 
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vii PREFACE. 
& will meditate on the 


manners of the people of Germany; will 
wonder, while reading, to recollefF that 
- there, as in fates mor: d, fuch 
numbers ſhould" remain ſo, aimoſi mi- 
raculeufly, ignorant, ſuperſtitious, and 
credulous, while 3 and ſcience © 
"appear to be ſo" far advanced; will 
Arb, to be fo —— zold military 
"courts, and judges condemne: fo fwe 


*tbe Preets, or efje ting tbe ruin 0 


"thouſands ; will inceſſantly reflet, with 
emazement, at the range jargon, and 
© confuſton, that fil are /o univerſal over 
the globe, as be reads the words king, 
liberty, vaſſal, military ſentence, pro- 
-perty, juſt claim, and an infinity of 
atibie 


- many ages yet, ob world, muſt 
then #xift, ere thy ons Ra. indeed. 
learn wiſdom ! . I 

be book is, taht it | fbould be, be 
perfett reſemblance of its aut bor; an 


original, bold, and intereſting pifture, 


Lite hin, it hos. its defetts, hut they 


ear forgotten in the admiration of its | 


_—_—_— and maſculine beauties,  '* ® 
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LADA 


* 1 S borg ut Köagben 
all Eby 16, 1726, of one 


2 1 


dhe N aneient 
ö country. My father, whp was a knight 
of the military order, lord of Great 
Scharlack, Schakulack, and Meigken, 
and major general of cavalry, died in 
1740, after having received cightron- 
wounds in the Pruſſian ſervice. 
A? Vor J. B 
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, _— * 


by 
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5. Cath 
. 7 4 
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families of ths 4 
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| houſe of Derſchau, was daughter 
of the preſident of the high court 
at Konigiberg: ſhe had two bro- 

thers generals of infantry, and a. 

third miniſter of ſtate, and poſt- 
maſter- general at Berlin- After my 
father's death in 1740, ſhe married 
Count 'Eoftange, lieutenant- colonel 
in the Kiow regiment of cuiraſſiers, 
_ with whom, leaving Priffia;the went 


ad de at Breſlaw. I had two 
brothers and a ſiſter; my youngeſt _ 
brother was taken, by my mo- 
ther, into Sileſia; the other was 
a cornet in this laſt- named dee 
ment of Kiow ; and my ſiſter Was 
married to che only ſon of the aged 
General Valdow, who quitted the 
"ſervice; and with whom ſhe d * 
Brandenburg, or on is eftates, | 


r : 


— 


— 


CE: 
 »My anceſtors bothiof the male and 
female line; are famous in the chro- 
nicles of the. North, among the an- 
cient Teutodic; xnigbts, Who con- 
quered Courland, Prufila, and 1. 
vonia. Neno 40 1; «119111 21 
I ſerk not; by Aus recitalh eg 
eſtimation, much Jeſs to _ 2 
vacideht of noble: birth, whic h, when 


2 — 2 303 Sim 

My reaſon for inſiſting n 8 
———— is that it has been 
conteſted and denied by ſame, 16 
deem high, birth to * Wa _ wh. 
and ſtandard of men; - 
-: write not, holds 
fo narrow or ill-judging, but to o 
liberal, and the wiſe : to the world a 
large; hoping my ſtory mnayafferduſes 
ful. leſſons of marility, inſpiring pu- 
tience, hope, and fomitude . 1 Enough 
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( 4.) 
therefore of, and for ever adieu to, my 
noble anceſtry; what Lhave innen 
ficient to reſcue my chi from all 
pretended obloquy; to ſhew- they are 
not vaſſals Born j and as I truſt to in- 


ſpire them with emulation, remember - 


ing the examples leſt by their forefa- 


thers, and that their name is Trenck. 
By temperament Ivascholeric, and 


addicted to and diſſipation: 


my tutors found ithis laſt defect moſt 
difficult to overeome; happily, they 


were aided by a love of knowledge 
inherent in me, an emulative ſpirit, 


and a thirſt of fame, which diſpofition 


fimed my s e 


® it was my father's! care to cheriſh,” 


A too great conſciouſneſs of innate |. 
worth" gave me'a'too great degree of 
pride, but the endeavours of my in- 
ſtructor to inſpire humility were not 
all loſt; and habitual reading, well- 


TED 
23 N . 
= * £ 


„ 
from . made the labours of 
ſtudy at length my recreation. 
My memory became remarkable ; i 

I was well read in the holy ſcriptures, 
the claſſics, and ancient hiſtory; was 
intimately acquainted, with” geogra · 
phy ;, conld dw) accurately, ang 
learnt fencing, ziding, and other ne- 
ceflary exerciſee. 
My religion was Lutheran ; bur 

morality, and not [ſuperſtitious . bi- 
_ gory, or, chilgith fears, was taught | 
me by my, father, and by the worthy 

man to whoſe care he ; committed the . 
forming of my heart, hoſe R 
mory I ſhall eyer, hold in veneras | 
tion. While, a a boys I was enter- | 
priling in all the tricks of boys, ad 7 
exereiſed my vit in crafty, excuſe:: 
the wannth of; my, paſſions, then and 
afterward; gave a ſatyric biting caſt 
to my writings, whence” it has been. 
tw B32 


"2 — : 
— 
- 
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imagined, by thoſe who knew but 
little of me, I was a dangerous man; 
though, 1 am conſcious, this was a 
haſty and falſe judgment. | 
A ſoldier himſelf, my father worde 
have all his ſons the ſame: thus, 


when we quarrelled, we were not 


admitted to terminate our diſputes in 
the common way, but were provided 


wi th wooden fabres, ſhearked with ſea- 
ther, aid; brandiſhing theſe, conteſted 


by blows for victory, while our father 


fat laughing, pleaſed at our valout 


and addreſs. This practice, and the 
praiſes he beſtowed, had che bad ef- 


fect of encouraging a  Giſpokition 


which, with paſſions like mine, ought 
carefully to have been counteracted. 
Covetous of praiſe, and accuſtomed 


to obtain the prize, and be the hero 


of ſcholaſtie eontentions, I acquired 


allo ye" bad habir of diſputation, and 
of 


E W q * I 
Pc 


e 
of imagining myſelf. 2 ſage when 
little more than a ar 1 became 
ſtubborn in argum ; haſty to cor- 
rect others, , inſtead of patiently at- 
tentiveʒ and, byr my pr eſumption, con- 
tipyally liable to. incite enmity. | 
Gentle to my 1 feriors, 22 


" horrence. which I had of Jeſpatifin, 
and its abuſes, for the filent 20h 
quieſcence in which my e | 
book-taught principles but ill fitted 
me, was an additional exuſe. 988 ED.” 
How might a man, however great 
his rg imbued with the heroic 
principles of liberty, hope. advance- 
ment, and happineſs, under the deſ- 
potic and iron government of Frede- 
ric? 1 was taught neither to know 
nor to avoid, but to — the . 


(+8 | 
of ſlavery. Had'T.learnt hypocriſy, 
craft; and meanneſs, I had long ſince 
decome field-marſhal, had been in 
quiet pofſeſſion of ty vaſt Hungarian 
eſtates, and had not paffed the beſt 
years of my Hfe in the dungeons of 
Magdebourg. I was addicted to no 
vice: I laboured inthe cauſe of ſcience, 
| honour, and virtue; kept no vicious 
company; was never, citing the 
whole courſe of my lift, bnce iftoxi- 
Cated; was no gameſter, no conſumer 
of tinle inidleneſs nor brutatpleaſares; | 
but devoted many hundred laborious 
- . nights to ſtudies that 4 7 make me 
uleful to my country; yet was 1 pu- 
niſhed with aſeveritytoo cruel even for 
Is the moſt worthleſs , or moſt villainous. 
I mean, in my narrative, to make 
candourand veracity my guides, and 
never toconceal or ſexeen my failings: I 
wiſh my work wt retain an inſtrue- 
42 tive 


* 
* 


0 9) 

tive and moral leſſon to thie: wad. 
Yet is it an innate! and inexpreſſible 
ſatisfaction that I am conſcious of 
never having acted . diſ⸗ 
honour, } even to? thei Bſt;adh/of 

diſtreſsful tragedy. 8 7 A * 

I chall ſay little more of the firſt 

years of my life, except that da fa- 

ther, who had a tender affection for 

me, took eſpecial care of my educa- 
tion, and ſent me, at the age of 
thirteen, to the univerſity! of Königl- 
berg, where; under the tüition off 

Kowalewſky, my progreſs: was rapid. 

There were fourteen other noblemen, 

of the beſt families, in the, Ane. 

houſe and: under the ſame maſter. © 

" The year following, that is to ſay 

10 1740, I had a quarrel with one 
young Wallenrodt, a fellow ſtudent, 

/ much ſtronger and taller than my- 
434% Bs '" ny; 


. 
RZ 
. * — 


cw) 
ſelf, and who deſpiſing my weakneſs 
thought: proper to give me a blow. 
1 demanded ſatisfaction he came 
not to the appointed place, but treated 
my demand with contempt; and I, 
forgetting all further reſpect, pro- 
cured a ſecond, and attacked him in 
open day. We fought, and I had the 
fortune to wound him twice; the firſt 
time in the arm; the ſecond in the 
This affair incited enquiry:— 
Doctor Kowalewſky, our tutor, laid 
complaints before the Univerſity, 
and | was condemned to three hours 
confinement; but my grandfather and 
guardian, Preſident Derſchau, with 
whom I was a great favourite, was 
ſo pleaſed with my courage that he — 
inſtantly took me from this houſe, and 


99 5 me under Profellor C hriſtiani. 
̃ Here 
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| Here! firſt began to enjoy full and 
entire liberty; and from this worthy 


man I learnt alt I know of experi- 
mental philoſophy and ſcience. He 


| loved me as his own ſon, and ſome- 
times continued inſtructing me till 
midnight. Under his auſpices, in 
1742, I maintained, with great ſuc- 
ceſs, two public theſes, although J 
was then but ſixteen; an effort and 
an honour till then unknown. 
Three days aſter my laſt public ex- 
ordium, a contemptible fellow, and 
profeſſional bully, fought a quarrel 
with me, and as I may fay obliged 


me to draw in my own defence, 


whom, on this occaſion, 1 wounded | 


in the groin. TY 


This continued ſucceſs highly in- 
flated my valour, and from chat time 
1 nn | 
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| length, and to aſſume the accoutre- 
ments and appearance of a Hector. 


Such Was the effect of preju udices 
pie in youth, ant which would 


inevitably have made ne aquatrel- 


ſome dangerous man, had not the 


rectitude of my heart, and the ex- 
treme miſeries of which I became 
the victim, ſoon Ee e me to 
the paths of virtue. ed 257 


Scarcely had a FR elapſed, 


after this laſt affair, before T had ano- 
ther with a lieutenant” of the garri- 
| fon; one of my friends, whom I had 
inſulted, who 90 88 22 two ee 


in the conteſt. 7 
I ought to e alk at as 
time, the Univer ſity of Königſ- 


To fend a challenge was held ho- 
nourable; and this was not only per- 

med but would have been diffi- 
cult 


den das fi highly : privileged. 


( 23 5 

cult © prevent, viking the great 

number of proud, hot headed, and 
turbulent young nobility from Li- 

vonia, Courland, Sweden, Denmark, 

and Polang, 5 WhO came thither to 

ſtudy, and 2 whom there were more 

than five hundred. This brought 

the Univerſity into diſtepute, and 
endeavours have been made ti to re 

medy the abuſe. Men have acquired | 

a greater: extent of true knowledge, | 

and have begun to perceive that a 
univerſity ought to be a place of iM 4 
ſtruction, and not a field of battle; 7 
and that blood cannot be honourably 

ſhed, except in 1 a0: _—_ „ 
cout: --: al 
in — 1742, . kisg 8 4 
Ps his adjutant- general, Baron & * 
Lottum, who was related to my 
mother, to Königſberg with hem 1 
dined at my „ He con- 
431 veried -* 


erm on, Wot nu oo rue Dd 
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verſed much with me, and, after put- 


ting various queſtions, . purpoſely to 
difcover what my talents and incli- 


; nations were, he demahded, as if in 
joke, whether I bad any inclination | 


to go with him to Berlin, and ſerve 


my country, as my anceſtors had ever 


done : adding, that, in the army, 1 
ſhould find much better opportuni- 

ties of ſending challenges, than at the 
univerſity. Inflamed with the de- 
fre of diſtinguiſhing myſelf, I liſten- 
ed with rapture to the propoſition, 
and in a few days we departed for 
Porzdam. , 


On the morrow Gor my . | 


. I was preſented to the King, as in- 

deed I had before been in the year 
4740, with the character of being, 
then, one of che maſt hopeful youths 
of the univerfity, My reception was 
moſt TENG) the juſtneſs of my 


replies, 
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replies, to the queſtions he aſked, my 
height, figure, and confidence, pleaſ- 
ed him, and I ſoon obtained permiſ- 
ſion to enter as à cadet in his body 


The dody 3 foo at t this | 
time, a model and ſchool for the 
Pruſſian cavalry : they conſiſted of one 
ſingle ſquadron of men ſelected from 
the whole army, and their uniform " 
was the moſt ſplendid in all Europe. 
Two thouſand rix-dollars were nece . 
ſary to equip an officer: the cuiraſs 
was wholly plated with ſilver; and the 
| horſe furniture and accoutrements 
alone coſt four hundred rix-dollars: | 
This ſquadron only contained fix 4 
. and a hundred and forty- 
four men; but there were always 
fifty or ſixty ſupernumeraries, and 
i” as Son horſes, for the King incore 8 


| ( 16.) FI ETA 
: Hap porated all the moſt handſome men 
be found in theſe guards. The offi- 
ders were the beſt taught of any the 
amy contained; the King himſelf 
was! their/ tutor, and he afterward 
ſent them to inſtruct the cavalry in 
the manœuvres they had learnt. 
* heir riſe was rapid, if they behaved 
well; but they were broken for the 
Jeu! Salt; and pufited by being 
ſent to garriſon regiments. It was 
likewiſe neceſſary they ſhould be to- 
Jerably rich, as well as poſſeſs ſuch 
"talents as might be ſucceſsfully em- 
ployed, both at cout and in the 0 
„ ee 
I ̃ bere are no ſoldiers 3 in | the worls 
_ who” undergo ſo much as this body 
? guard; and during the time I was in 
the ſervice of Frederic I often had 
dot eight hours ſleep in eight days. 


Were began: at four in the morning, 
. | and 


8 - £ *\ : ” * 
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| and experiments e all 
the alterations the King meant to in- 
troduce ip his cavalry. Ditches of 
three; four; five, ſix feet, and full 
widet, were leaped, till that ſome one 
broke his neck; hedges, in like man- 
ner, were freed, and the horſe ran 
careers, meeting each other full 
ſpeed ina. kind of Lifts of mote than 
half a league in length. We had 
often} in theſe our exerciſes,  {everal 
men and horſes killed or wounded: 
It happened, more frequently than 
| otherwiſe, that the ſame experiments +: 
were repeated after dinnet with'freſh + 
horſes; and it was not uncommon, 
at Potzdam, to hear the alarm 
ſounded! twice twice in a [fights The | 
horſes ſtood in the King's: fables; 
and wWhoever had not ; drefled, 8 ij 
armed _ Na- bie . 5 
N palace = 


.. 686) 

palace in eight minutes, was put un 
der arteſt for fourteen days. 
Scarcely were the eyes cloſed be · 
fore the trumpet again ſounded, to 
accuſtom youth to vigilance. I loſt, 
in one year, three horſes, which had 
either broken their legs, in leaping | 
ditches, or died of fatigue. .-i-: 
I cannot give a ſtronger. picture of 
this fervice, than by faying that the 
body guard loft more men and borſes 
in one year's peace than they did, 
during we cgi young in two 

bartles. 
We 4, at this time, hw "I 
tions: out ſervice, in the winter, was 
at Berlin; where we attended the 
opera, and all public feſtivals: in the 
ſpring we were exerciſed at Charlot- 


ever the King went, during the ſum: 
. I Ns of the guard 
ks dined 


828 2, 


- 


| tenberg; and at Potzdam, or where - 


Ne (1F J 5 
dined. wh he King, und, on gala 
days, with che Queen. It may be : 
preſumed, there was not, at that 
time, on earth, a better ſchool: ts 
form an officer and à man of the 
world, than was the court of Berlin. 
{= had ſcarcely been ſix weeks 4 
et before che King took'me aſide, 
one day, after the parade; and, having 
examined me near half un hour, ons 
various fubjects, commanded me to 
come and ſpeak to m i on the mer 
row. 1 14 511 2 
His e was to Bad whether 
the accounts that had been given him  - 
of my memory had not been exag< 
gerated; and, that he mightbe con- 
vinced, he firſt gave me the names of 
fifty ſoldiers to learn by rote; which 
did in five minutes. He next repeat- 
ed the ſubjects of two letters, which 
--B AY compoſed in French N 
5 and 
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ee 
and Latin; the od; I wrote, the 
other L dictated. He afterward or- 
dered me to trace, wih promptitude, 
a landſcape from nature; which Lex- 
/ ecuted with equal: ſucceſs; and he 
then gave me a cornet' 's commiſſion 
in his body guards. 
Each mark of Revit 8 the 
| monart h increaſed an ardour already 
great, inſpired; me , with, gratitude, 


and the; Bell of. u nien Fas 0 


| my. whole life to the ſervice 
of my king and country: * Heſpoke 

to mei as a ſovereign thould ſpeak, 
like a father, like one who knew 

well how to; eſtimate the gifts be- 
ſtowed on me by Nature; and per- 
ceiving, or rather feeling, how much 
delmight expect from me, became at 
once my inſtructor and my friend. 
11 Thus did I remain a .cadet only 
fix weeks, and few Pruſſians can 


vaunt, 


DIE 


0 6 22 J 
vannt; under the reign of Froddrc, 0 
of equal good fortune 
The King not only preſented me 
with a commiſſion but equipped ine 
ſplendidly for the ſervice. Thus did 
1 ſuddenly find myſelf a courtier, and 


Y 75 
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an officer in tho fineſt; braveſt, and 


beſt diſciplined corps im Europe. My 
good fortune ſeemed unlimited when, 

_ King ſelected me to go and inſtruct 
the Silefian cavalry in the new ma- 
nceuvres; an honour never before 
| grind to a youth of eighteen- 
I have already ſaid we were gar 


rn Berlin during winter, . 
where the officers! table was at court; 


1743, the KEY: | 


me, no perſon whatever: could be 
better received there; or live mote . 
vi 21-30 2Þ3f110 ei 
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Frederic commanded me ta: viſt 
the literati, whom he had invited to 
his court: Maupertuis, Jordan, La 


5 


Metrie, and -Pollnitz were all my 


acquaintance. My days were em- 
played in the duties of an officer, | 
and my nights in acquiring Know- | 
ledge: Pollnitz was my guide; and 
pineſs was well worthy being envied. 
In 1743, Iwas fixe feet eleven inches 
in height, and Nature had endowed 
me with every requiſite to pleaſe. 
I lived, as I vainly imagined, without 
inciting enmity or malice, and my 
mind was wholly occupied by the de- 
ſire of earning well-founded fame. 
I had bitkherto remained ignorant 
illicit commerce, by behalding the 
dreadful objects of the hoſpital at 
Potzdam. During the winter of 
el 6 1743, 


fiſter were celebrated who was married 


6 ) 
de inuptals of Ius gelte 


1743, the 


to the King of Sweden, where the 
is at prefent Queen Dowager, mother 
of the reigning Guſtavus. I, as offi- 
cer of my corps, had the honour to 


mount guard, and eſcort her as far 


as Stettin. Here firſt did my heart 


feel a paſſion of which, in the 
| courſe of my hiſtory, I halt Have 
frequent occaſion ro ſpeak. The 
object of my love was one whom 1 
can only remembet at preſent with 
reverence; and; as I write-not ro⸗ 


mance, but facts, I ſhall here briefly 
fay, ours were mutually the firſt fruits 
of affedtion, and that to this hour 1 
regret no misforrume, no miſery, with 


deftiny was overſhadowe 5 Amid the 
tumzilt, inſeparable to occaſions like 
theſe, on which it was my duty tö 

main- 


ice, > thief had the ad: 
dreſs to ſteal N e * e 
away a part of the gold 5 
which, hung from the Materi- —＋ 
m uniform, and afterward. to eſcage 

| puperceived. ; This accident brought, 
on me the raillery of my comrades; 
1 the lady alluded to thence. took 
ogcaſion to conſolt me, by ſaying, 
ir ſhould be her, care that 1 fhguld 
he ino loſer. Her, words, were act 
companied by A look I could not 
miſunderſtand, and a few days after 
I thought. myſelf the bappieſt of 
mortals. „The name, however, of 
this. high. born lady 1 is a. ſecret, 
which muſt deſc cend with me te-the 
grayez, an and, though. my. ſlence con: +! 
cerning this incident leaves a; void 
in my life, and, indeed] throws; ob; 
ſcurity over a, part f it, Which 

Wanke Els be clear 1 would Aer 


Aten rather 


XK, 
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3 incur this reproach, chan be- 
come ungrateful toward my beſt 
friend and benefactreſs. To her con- 
verſation, to her prudence, to the 
(power by which ſhe fixed my af - 
fections wholly on herſelf, am I in- 
debted for the improvement and po 
liſhing of my bodily and mental 
qualities. She never deſpiſed, be- 
trayed, or abandoned me, even in 
the deepeſt. of my diſtreſs; and my 
children alone, on my death bed, 
ſhall be taught the name of her to 
whom they owe the preſervation of 
their father, and nen their 
own exiſtence. 

I lived at this time perfectly 1. 
py at Betlin, and highly eſteemed. 
The King took every opportunity to 
teſtify his approbation; my miſtreſs 
ſupplied me with more money than 1 
could expend, and I was preſentiy 

Vor- I. . che 


e >. 
hs beſt equipped, and made the 
greateſt figure of any, officer in the 

+ whole corps. The ftile in which * 
lived was remarked, for I had 
only rec ived from my father's he- 

f eſtate of Great Schar 
th rent of which was eight =, 
hundred follars a year, which was 

_ far from ufficient to ſupply. my then 

expences. My amour, in he mean. 
time, remained a ſecret from my beſt 
and moſt intimate friends. Twice 
= was my abſence from Potzdam/ and 

* Charlottenberg diſcovered, and I 

i was put under arrgft; but the King 

ſeemed ſatisfied with the excuſes I 


e en the ders of you: ls : 
away with more apparent ſucceſs, 2 
and plea than during theſe my N 

ut '# 


<4 | 
firſt years at Berlin. 'Tkis 1 ? 
tune was, alas, of ſhort duration. 
Many are the incidents I might relate, 
but aich 1 mall ont. My other 
adventures are ſufficiently numerous, 4 
without mingling ſuch as may any 
way ſeem foreign to the fubjet, In 
this gloomy hiſtory of my Lil life, I wiſh 
to paint myſelf ſuch as Lam; and, by 
che rectal of my ſufferings, afford a 
memorable example to the world, 
and intereſt the heart of ſenſibility. 
1 would alſo ſhew how my fatal 1 
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à hundred cbosfind men to enforce 


and enſure my rights, I will leave 
demonſtration to my beirs chat they 1 4 
nate inconteſtable. ge Des - 
In the beginning: of Scptembet, 
1744, War again broke out Ne 
7 houſes of Auſtria and Pruſſia. 
e „ oa 


2 
= * * 
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We marched with all f ſpeed toward 
- Prague, traverſing Saxony without 
f oppoſition. I will not relate, in this 

place, what the great Frederic ſaid 
to us, with evident emotion, when 
| ſurrounded by all his officers; on 
| the morning of our e from 
{ Potzdam. 

Should any one hs" defirous of 
writing the lives of him and his 
opponent, Maria T hereſa, without 
flattery and without fear, let him 
| e to me, an and 1 will relate anec- 
dotes moſt ſwprifing « on this ſubject, 
— to all but myſelf, and 
which never maſt appear under my 
ow n name. | * * 

All monarchs going to war F have 
reaſon on their fide ; and the churches 
of both- parties reſound with pray- 
ers, and appeals to divine Juſtice, * 
for the ſucceſs of their arms. Fre- 

dee, 
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dere, ton this oecafion, had recourſe 
to chem, wich regret, of which . 
Was 4 witneſs.” : 

It I am not miſtaken, the Kings 
army carne” Before Prague on tile 
fourteenth of September, and that 
of General Schwerin, which had 
paſſed rough Sileſia, arrived the 
next day on the other ſide of the 
Moldau. Im this poſition we were 
obliged to wait ſome days for pon- 
tons, without which we could not 
eſtabliſh a eee between 
the two armies. |  - 

The height called Ziſchika, which 
ory the city, being guarded 
only by a few Croats, was inſtantly 
ſeized, without oppoſition, by ſome 
grenadiers, and the batteries, erected 


& +4 + 4+ 


at the foot of that mountain, being 4 


ready on the fifth day, played wich 
ſuch ſucceſs on the old town, with 
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bombs, apd red-hot, balls, that it 


was ſet on fire. The King made 
5 effort to take the city, before 


Prince Charles could bring his army 
from the Rhine to its relief. {RAE 
General Harſch thought proper 
to gapitulate, after a, ſiege of 
twelve days, during Which not 


more than five hundred men of 


the garriſon, at the. umoſt, were 
killed and wounded, though: cighteen 
thouſand men were: made prilenem. 


| TI 5 12 by y had mer wi Funn ne in 


pediment. The Imperial army, 
however, under the command of 


Prince Charles of Lorraine, having 
quitted the banks of the Rhine, was 


advancing to ſave Bohemia. . | 
During this campaign we ſaw the 


enemy only at a diſtance ; but'the 


ov Bent troops, being thrice as 
nu- 


5 EC. 
numerous as ours, pręvented us 
from all foraging. Winter was ap- 

proaching, dearth and hunger made 
Frederic determine to retreat, wich- 
out the leaſt hope from the countries 
in our rear, which we had entirely 
laid waſte as we had advanced. The 
ſeverity of the ſeaſon, in the month 
of November, rendered the ſoldiers | 
\ exceſfively im patient of their hard- 
ſhips; and, accuſtomed to conquer, 
the Pruſſians were e of and 
repined at retreat: the enemy's 
light troops facihtated deſertion, 
and we loſt, in a few weeks, above 
thirty thouſand men. The pandours 
of my kinſman, the Auſtrian Trenck, 
were inceſſantly at our heels, gave us 
frequent alarms, did us great injury, 
and, by their alertneſs, we never could 
make any impreſſion upon them 
with our cannon. Trenck a leg 


C4 paſſed | 


e 
paſſed the Elbe, and went and burnt 
and deſtroyed our magazines at Par- 
dubitz: it was therefore reſolved 
wholly to evacuate Bohemia. 
The King hoped to have WI 
Prince Charles to a battle, between 
Benneſchan and Kannupitz, but in 
vain: the Saxons, during the night, 
had erected a battery of three and 
twenty cannon, on a mound which 
ſeparated two ponds: this was the 
preciſe road by which the ee 
meant to make the attacx. 
Thus were we obliged to hin 
don Bohemia. The dearth, both for 
man and horſe, began to grow ex- 
treme. The weggher was bad; the 
roads and ruts were deep; marches 
were continual, and alarms and at- 
tacks from the enemy's light Troops 


became inceſſant. The diſcontent all 
theſe 


„ | 
theſe inſpired was univerſal, and this 
occaſioned the great loſs of the army. 

7 Under ſuch circumſtances, had had 
Prince Charles continued to haraſs | 
us, by purſuing us into Sileſia, had 
he made a winter campaign, inſtead 
of remaining indolently at caſe in Bo- | 
hemia, we certainly ſhould not have. 
vanquiſhed. him; the year following, 
at Strigau; but he only followed at 
frontiers. This gave Frederic time 
to recover, and the more effectually 
hecauſe the Auſtrians had the im- 
n ha _ hy return of, 


deſerters. | 
This was a > ie mpgicion. of: what bad | 


Pe to Charles XII. when he 
ſuffered, bis Ruſſian priſoners to re- 
turn home, ho afterward ſo effec- 
tually puniſhed his contempt of them 
® thecbaule of Pultawa.... J 
28 U Cs 2 Prague 
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Prague was obliged to be aban- 
doned, with conſiderable loſs; and 
Trenck ſeized on Tabor, Budweis, 
and Frauenberg, where | he took 
priſoners the regiments ons "RARE. 


and Kreutz. 
No one would have been better 


able to give a faithful hiſtory of this 


campaign than myſelf, had I room 
in this place, and had I at that time 


been more attentive to things of 
moment; ſince I not only performed 


the office of adjutant to the I 


when he went to reconnoitre; 


chooſe a place of ©: 60m 


it was, moreoyer, my duty to pro- 
vide forage for the head quarters. 
The King having only permitted me 
to take fix volunteers from the body 
guard, to execute this latter duty, 
I was obliged to add to them horſe 


chaſſeurs, and huſſars, with whom I 


1 | was 


„ 
was continually in motion. I was 
peculiarly fortunate on two occaſions, 
by happening to come after the ene · 
my, when they had left loaded wag- 
gons and forage bundles. | 
I ſeldom paſſed the night in my 
tent during this campaign, and my 
indefatigable actixity obtained the 
favour and entire confidence of Fre- 
deric. Nothing ſo much contri- 
buted to inſpire me with emulation, 
as the public praiſes I received, and 
my enthufiaſm wiſhed to perform 
wonders. -The campaign however + 
but ill fupplied me with opportuni- 
ties to diſplay my youthful ardour. 
At length, no one durſt leave the 
camp, notwithſtanding the extre- 
mity of the dearth, becauſe of the 
innumerable clouds of pandours, and 
huſſars, that Ne Ow where 
around. 


ce No 


0 

NO ſooner were we arrived in 
Sileſia than the King's body. guard 
was ſent to Berlin, there to remain 
in winter quarrerss: tt „ 

I ſhould not here have mention 
ed the Bohemian war, but that, 
while writing the hiſtory of my life, 
I ought not to omit accidents by 
which oO future Enge was _ 
enced: . 

One "Ry [while at AG 
I. was commanded- out with a de- 


tachment of thirty huſfars, aud 5 


twenty chaſſeurs, on a 
party. I had poſted my huſſars © 
a. convent, and gone myſelf, with 
the chaſſeurs, to a manſion-houſe, 
to ſeize the carts neceſſary for the 
conveyance of the hay and ſtraw 
from a neighbouring farm. An 
Auſtrian lieutenant of huſſars, con- 
cealed with thirty - ſix horſemen in a 
* | 16 By wood, 


C3.) | 
wood, having remarked the weak? 
neſs of my eſcort, taking advantage 
of the moment when my people were 
all employed in loading the carts, 
firſt ſeized our ſentinel, and then fell 
ſuddenly upon them, and took them 
all priſoners in the very farm yard. 
At this moment I was ſeated at my. 
caſe, beſide the lady of the manſion- 
houſe, and was a ſpectator of the 
whele tranſaction throvgh, the Wie | 

; dow.. TRE 2 
I was aſhamed of 23 5 in e 
at my negligence. The kind Ldy * 
wiſhed to hide. me when the firing 
was heard in the farm-yard. By 
good fortune the huffars, whom I _ 
had ſtationed in the convent, had by 
learnt from a peaſant that there \ 
an Auſtrian detachment in the wood; 
they had ſeen us at a diſtance enter 
the farm- yard, haſtily marched to 
dir 


( 35 ) 

our aid, and we had not been taken 
more than two' minutes before they 
arrived. I cannot expreſs the pleaſure 
with which 1 put myſelf at their 
head. Some of the enemy's party 
eſcaped through a back door, but 
we made two and twenty priſoners, 
with a lieutenant of the regiment of 
Kalnockichen: they had two men 
killed, and one wounded; and two- 
alſo of my chafſeurs were hewed 
down, by the ſabre, in the hay-loft, 
5 7 where they were at work. 

We continued our forage With: 
more caution after this accident: the 
horſes we had taken ſerved, in part, 
to draw the carts; and : after raifing- 
a contribution of one hundred and 
fifty ducats on the convent, which 
I diſtributed among the foldiers to 


engage them to ſilence, we returned 
L 5 7 \ to 


* 


# 
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to the army, from which we ere 
diſtant about two leagues. : 
We heard firing as we marched, | 
and the foragers on all fides were 
ſkirmiſhing with the enemy. A lieu- 
tenant and forty horfe joined me; 
yet, with this reinforcement, I durſt 
not return to the camp, becauſe I 
| learnt we were in danger from more 
than eight hundred pandours and 
huſſars, who were in the plain. 1 


winding, but ſecret rout, and had 
the good fortune to come ſafe to 
quarters, with my priſoners, and five 
and twenty loaded carts. - The King 
was at dinner. when I entered his 
rent. Having been abſent all night, 
it was imagined I had been taken, 


that accident having happened, the 
ſame day, to many others. OE: 
The inſtant I entered, the King 
demanded 


therefore determined to take a long, 


n — 
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8 * 
2 
— — 2 


* * 8 -» 
* , 
. WE — — * 
- 3 A ba gs _ 


<( 4 ) 
demanded if 1 returned ſingly. 
No, pleaſe your r Majeſty, anſwered 
I; I have brought five and twenty 
load of forage, and two and twenty 


priſoners, with their off cer hey 


horſes. 2 NN 

The. King then commanded me 
to ſit down, and turning himſelf 
toward the Engliſh ambaſſador, who 


was near him; ſaid, laying } his hand 


| on my, ſhoulder, C UE un s Matader de 
1  Jeuneſſe.* 


A: reconnoitring arty was, at the, | 


fame moment, 1n waiting before his 


tent; 2 eee aſked me few 
;., queſtions, 


l - T4 
1 « 4 * ; 77 
*. mY * © " * « at 104 - 


* Eat « He is a 'matadore-of my 


kb The alluſion; apparently, i is to the 
reſiſtleſs power of the Matadore at the game 


of Quadrille. _ | 2 
The Monthly Review Cseke the par 


reading to be Matamore. In either caſe the 
meaning ſeems to be an young. 


: Hectors. T. 


(41,) 
- queſtions, and to thoſe he did aſk 1 
replied tremblingly. In a few mi- 
nutes he roſe from table, gave a 
glance at the priſoners, hung the 
Order of Merit round my neck, 
commanded me to go and take re- 
poſe, and ſet off with his part. 
It is eaſy to conceive the em- 
barraſſment of my ſituation; my un- 
pardonable negligence deſerved that 
I ſhould: have been broken, inſtead 
of which I was rewarded; an in 
ſtance, this, of the great influence 
of chance on the affairs of the world. 
How many generals have gained vics, 
tories. by their very errors, which, 
have been afterward attributed to 
their genius! It is evident, the ſer- 
jeant of Huſſars, who retook me 
and my men, by bringing up his 
party, was much better entitled than 
myſelf to the recompenſe I received. 
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On how many occaſions have I ae 
met with diſgrace and puniſhment, 

hen I deſerved reward! My in- 
quictude leſt the truth ſhould be diſ- 

covered was extreme, eſpecially re- 
collecting how many people were in 

the ſecret; and my apprehenſions 1 

were inceſſant. . 
As I did not want money, I gave 
the ſerjeants twenty ducats each, and 
che ſoldiers one, in order to inſure 
Kheir filencg, which, being a favo- 
rite with them, they readily pro- 
miſed. 1 however was determined to 
declare che truth the very firſt oppor- 
tunity, and this happened a few 870 
after. 

We were on our march, and . 
as cornet, was at the head of my 
company, when the King, advancing, 
beckoned me to come to him, and 
bade me tell him exactly how the 
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(43 * * 
ee had ſo lacely been engaged 
in happened. | 

9 The queſiion a: Gu miade dur mil 
truſt I was betrayed, but, remark · 
ing the King had a mildneſs in his 
manner, I. preſently; recovered my- 

ſelf, and related the exact truth. 
I ſaw the aſtoniſbment of his coun». 
tenance, but I at the ſame time ſaw 
he was pleaſed with my ſincerity. 
He ſpoke to me for half an hour, not 
434 king, but a8 a father, praiſed 
my candour, and ended with the fol- | 
lowing words, which while life re- 
mains I ſhall never forget: Cons» 

« fide in the advice I give you ; de- 

c pend wholly upon me, and I will 

& make you a man.” Whoever can 

feel may imagine how infinitely my 

gratitude toward the King was in- 

creaſed, by this his great goodneſs; 

from that moment I had no other 
| | deſire 


Wa ) 


ſervice. DENISE nn 

-+T ſoon perceived the HAYES 
the King had in me after this expla- 
nation, of which 1 received very fre- 
quent marks, the following winter, 


at Berlin. He permitted me to be 


preſent at his converſations with the 
literati of his court, and e frate 
Wray eee 1 ch. a5 1488 
I received, this ſame winter, more 
than five hundred ducats as preſents. 


So much happineſs could not but 


excite jealouſy, and this began to be 
manifeſt on every ſide. I had too 


little diſguiſe far a courtier, and my 
heart was much too open and frank. 
Before I proceed, I will here re- 


late an incident which happened dur- 
ing the laſt campaign, and | which. 
will, no doubt, be read | in the hiſtory 


1 Frederic. 793 9 ; | CEL 1 ; 0 7 
i On 


. 3 


N 


defire than to live and die doe kli 


2 


-* IG 
on the route while terreating} . 
through Bohemia, the King came to 
Kollin, with his hörſe guards, the 
cavalry piquets of the head quarters, 


and the ſecond and third battaons 


of guards. We had only four field 
pieces, and our ſquadron was ſta- 
tioned in one of the ſuburbs. Our 
advanced poſts, toward evening, were 
driven back into the town, andthe 
hufſars entered pell mell: the ene - 
my's light troops ſwarmed over the 
country, and my commanding officer 


ent me immediately to receive the 


King's orders. After much ſearch, 
I found him at. the top of a ſteeple, 
with a teleſcope in his hand. Never 
did I ſee him ſo diſturbed, or unde- 
cided, as on this occaſion. Orders 
were immediately given that we 
ſhould retreat through the city ĩnta 
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the oppoſite ſuburb, where we were 
to halt, but not unſaddle, | ' 
We had not been here long be- 
fore a moſt heavy rain fell, and the 
night became exceedingly dark. My 
oouſin Trenck made” his approach 

) about nine in — gi 
1 ſet fire-1 to 1 hotifes e 
1 Þ found-we were in the ſuburb; and 


AT 4 
K 


1 | - 2 4 1 
1 city windows. The tumult became 
[ extreme; the city was too full for 


us to re-enter: the gate was ſhut, 
and they fired from above at us 
let in the waters upon us, and we 
were up to the girths by midnight, 
and almoſt in deſpair. We loſt ſeven 
men, and 1 horſe e in 


the neck. 
| The King and al of us „ 
tainly 


4 


(4a » 
tainly been made priſoners,” had my 
couſin, as he has ſince told me, been 
able to continue the aſſault he had 
begun; but, a cannon ball having 
wounded him in the foot, he was 
carried off, and the pandours re- 
tired. The corps of Naſſau arrived 
next day to our aid; we quittedy 
Kollin, and during the march the 
King ſaid to me, Vour couſin had 
« nearly played us a malicious prank 
486 laſt night, but the deſerters fay he 
«15 killed.” He then aſked me what 
our relationſnip was, and there wy 
converſation ended. 

It was about the ade m 
cember when we came to Berlin, 
where I was received with open 
arms. I became leſs cautions than 
formerly, and perhaps' was more 
narrowly, obſerved. A ljeutenant 
of the foot e Who was * 


. 


a 


n 
uc Ganymede, and againſt o 
I had that natural antipathy and 
abhorrence I have for all ſuch 
wretches, having indulged himſelf in 
ſome very impertinent jokes on the 
ſecret of my amour, I beſtowed on 
him the epithet he deſerved: we 
drew our ſwords, and he was wound- 
ed. On the Sunday following, I 
preſented myſelf to pay my reſpects 
to his Majeſty on the parade, who 
ſaid to me, as he paſſed, The 
4 ſtorm and the thunder ſhall rend 
your heart; beware.“ * He ee 
nothing more 
Some little time an pap a 
fou minutes too late on the parade 
the ag recharked it, and ſent me, 


n 


5 4 * 3 ah" with Frederic who 
| he was angry, and which has ſince become 
proverbial among Pruffian and other German 
officers. See Critical Review, April, 1788. 
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under. arreſt; to the fdot guard at 
Potzdam. When I had been here a 
fortnight, Col Wartenſleben came, 
and | adviſed me to pètition for par- 
don. "7 I:was then too mucli a novice 
in the modes of the court to follow 
his counſel, nor did I even remark | 
the perſon who gave it me was him- 
felf a moſt ſubtle caurtier. I com- 
plained: hitterlycthat I had ſo long 
deen deprived of liberty, for a fault 
which was uſually puniſhed by three, 
Or, at the moſt, ix days arreſt, | 
Here accordingly I remained. 
Eight days after, the King being 
come to Potzdam, I was ſent by 
General Bourke to Berlin, to carry 
ſome letters, but without having 
ſeen the King. On my return, I 
preſented myſelf to him on the pa 
rade; and as our ſquadron was gar⸗- 
Me Vor. e o riſoned 


4 


error, was the cauſe that the moſt 


r 
riſoned at Berlin- aſked, * Does it 
& pleaſe your Majeſty that I ſhould. 
« go and join my corps ?” C Whence 
e come you?” anſwered he. From 
Berlin“ e And vhere were hoube- 
0 fore you went to Berlin Me Un- 
ce der arreſt Then under arreſt 
c you muſt remain,” 

np liberry til 
ere ae ee our departure for 
Sileſia, toward which we marched, 
with the utmoſt ſpeed, in the begin- 
ning of May, to commence our ſe- 
cond campaign. | 15 eee ; 
Here I muſt recount” an event 
which happened that winter, which 
became the ſource of all my misfor- 
tunes, and to which I muſt intreat my 
readers will pay the utmoſt attention; 
ſince this error, if innocence can be 


faithful and the beſt of ſubjects be · 
1 84 | came 


( 51 


came bewildered i in 1 of wretch- 
edneſs, and was the victim of miſery, 


from his nineteenth to the ſixtieth 
year of his age. I dare preſume that 
this true narrative, ſupported by 
teſtimonies che moſt authentic, will 
fully vindicate my preſent N 
and my future memory. 

Francis Baron of Trenck Was 
the ſon of my father's brother, con- 


ſequently my couſin german. 


ſhall ſpeak, hereafter, of the ſingu- 
lar events of his life. Being a com- 
mander of pandours in the Auſtrian 


ſervice; arftl grievouſly wounded in 


Bavaria, in the year 1743; he wrote 
to my mother, informing her he in- 


univerſal legatee. This letter, to 


which I returned no anſwer, was 


ſent to me at Potzdam. Las ſo 
fatisfied with my ſitugtion, and had 


tendedi me] her eldeſt ſon, for his 


ith. 


vs ©. 
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Trenck beeame the ſubpeſt of conyer- 
fation, and Jaſchinſky aſbed if L Was 


G 

ſuch numerous reaſons ſo to be, con- 
ſidering the kindneſs with which 
the King /treated me, that L would 
not have exchanged my good for- 
tune ea the ale of the; Grow” 
Mogul. n at am eg20mm c 
On the. A505 of February, 174% 
being at Berlin, 1 Was in compaag 
with Captain Jaſchinfky; commander 


17 9 


of the hady- guad, the captain of 


together wich Lieutenant Studnit "70 


and Cornet Wagnitz. The latter was - 
my field comrade, and is at this prer 
ſent commander general of the ca- 


valry of Heſſe Caſſel. The Auſtrian 


his kinſman : I anfwored yes, and 
immediately mentioned his having 
made me his e % And 
D n e wire nnn bf * 
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e what anſwer hays you returned? 
ſaid Jaſchinſæ y None at all.“ 

The whole company then obſerved 
that, in a caſe like the preſent, I was 
much to blame not ta anſwer ; that 
the leaſt I could do would be to thank 
him for his good wiſhes, and intreat 
a continuance of them. Jaſchinſæy 
further added, . Deſire him to ſend 
*« you ſome. of his fine Hungarian 
70 hoxſes for your awn. uſe, and give 


eme, the letter; I will convey 1 


4 him, by means of Mr. Boſſart, 
e legation counſellor of the Saxon 


te embaſſy; but on condition that 5 _ 


you will give me one of che horſes. 
« This correſpondence is a family, 
<« and not a ſtate, affair; I will make 
«© myſelf — for the conſe - 
cc quences.” - 1 v4 

I immediately. b. took;? my com- 


mander's advice, and began to write; 
| Wa. and 


© > —_ 
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and had thoſe” who fu pecked me 
thought proper to make the leaſt en- 
quiry into theſe circumſtances, „the 

four witneſſes, who read what I wrote, 


could have atteſted my innocence, 


and rendered it indubitable. I gave 
my letter open to Jaſthin@y,” who 
ſealed and ſent it himſelf. 8 

I muſt omit none of the Autan 170 
concerning this letter, it being e 
ſole cauſe of alt my ſufferings. 1 


which was the firſt occaſion of the 
QUE: ge 5 4 Urte p 
One of my n two led- 
horſes, was, among many others; 
taken by the pandours of Trenck. 


EE When I returned to the camp, I was 
cdo accompany the King on a recon- 


noitring party. | My h 0 rſe in; 0 
tired, and I had no other: I informed 
1 him 


| 6 58-) 
him of my embarraſſment, and his 


Majeſty immediately made me a 


preſent of a fine Engliſh courſer. 

Some days after, I was exceed: 
ingly aſtoniſhed to ſee my groom 
return, with my two horſes, and a 
pandour trumpeter, who brought 
me a letter, containing nearly the 
following words. 

The Auſtrian. Trenck is not at 
« war with the Pruſſian Tregck, but | 


con the contrary. is happy to have 


© recovered the horſes from his 
ce huſſars, and to return them to whom 
ec they firſt belonged, &c.“ 

I vent the ſame; day to pay my 
* pects to the King, who receiving 
me with great coldneſs ſaid, Since 
your couſin has returned your o.]-ↄ n 
c horſes, you have no more need of 
ce mine 
| "I" 4 1 * Theres 


the court, the army, and the whole 


« 56 
- There were too many who envied 


. to ſuppoſe theſe words would 


eſcape repetition. The return of 
the horſes ſeems infinitely to have 
increaſed that ſuſpicion Frederic 
entertained againft me, and there- 


fore became one of the principal 
cauſes of my misfortunes: it is for 
this reaſon that I dwell upon this and 


ſuch- like ſmall incidents, they being 
neceſſary for my own juſtification, 


and were it po ble for chat of ehe 


King. My innocence is indeed at 
preſent univerſally acknowledged, by 


nation; who all mention the injuſtice 


1 ſuffered with pity, and the for- 


titude with which it was . 
with ſurpriſe. 
We marched for Sileſia, to enter 


on our ſecond campaign; Which, to 


A the 


( 
the Pruſpans, was a8 naue 20 
murderous as it was glorious. 

The King's head quaners were 
bre at the convent of Kamenz, 
where we reſted fourteen days, and 
the army remained in cantonments. 
Prince Charles, inſtead of following 
us into Bohemia, had the imprudence 
to occupy the plain of Strigau, and 
we already concluded his army was 
beaten, Whoever is well acquainted 
wien tactics, and the Pruffian ma- 
nœuvres, will eaſily judge, without 
the aid of calculation or witchcraft, 
whether a well or | ill-difciplined 
army, in an open plain, * to 

be victorious. 'F | 

The army haſtily left its canton» 
ments, and in twenty-four hours 


was in order of battle; and on the 


14th of June, eighteen thouſand bo- 
dies lay ſtretched on the plain of Stri- 
Ds au. 
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(38) 
gant. The allied armies of Auſtria 


and Saxony were totally defeated. 


The body guard was on the right ; 


and previous to'the attack the King 
ſaid to our ſquadron, © Prbve to-day; 


my children; that you are my body 


= ore, and give no Saxon quarter.” 
Me made three attacks on the 


cavalry, and two on the infantry. 


Nothing could withſtand a ſquadron 
like this, which for men, horſes, cou- 
rage, and experience, was aſſuredly 
the firſt in the world. Our corps 
alone took ſeven ſtandard and five 
pair of colours, and in leſs than an 
hour the affair was over. 

I received a piſtol ſhot in my right 
hand, my horſe - was deſperately 
wounded, and I was obliged - to 


change on him the third charge. The 
day after the battle, all the officers 

EET” 4 

were rewarded with the Order of 


Merit. 


as - 


45). 


Merit. For my own part, I re- 
mained four weeks among o 
wounded, at Schyeidnits, , where * 
there were ſixteen thouſand men 
under the torture of the army ſur- 

geons, many of whom had not their 


wounds dreſſed till the third day. 
| I was near three months before | 
I recovered the uſe of my hand: [ 1 4 


nevertheleſs rejoined my corps, con- 
tinued to perform my duty, and as 
uſual accompanied the King wen 
he went to reconnoitre# For ſome 

time paſt, he had placed confidence 
in me, and | his kindneſs, toward me 
continually increaſed, ' which raiſed 
my gratitude even to enthuſiaſm. 
lalſo performed the ſervice of ad- 
jutant, during this campaign, a cir. 
cumſtantial account of which no 
perſon is better enabled to write 
than myſelf; I having been preſent 

; D 6 NR 
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at all that paſſed; I was the ſeholar 
of the gtkateſt maſter the art of wat 
ever knew? and who believed me 
worthy A "receive his inſttuctions; 3 
but tlie volumes 1 am writing would 
be infüffcient to contain ul Ui 
perſonally telates to myſelf. | 
1 muſt here mention an adven- 
ture that happened at this rime, and 
which will ſhew the art of the great 
Frederic in forming youth for his 
ſervice, and devoredly artaching them 
to his perſon. 5 
I was exceedin gly fond & Res 
ing, in which, notwithſtanding it 
was ſeverely forbidden, I indulged * 
_ myſelf. I one day returned, laden 
with pheaſants: but judge my 
aſton iſnment, and fears, when I ſaw 
the army had decamped, and that it 
was with difficulty 1. could overtake 
the 1 rear guard. x: 
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In this my diſtreſs, F applied to an 
officer of huffars, who inſtantly lent 


me his horſe, by the aid of which 


I rejoined my corps, which always 
marched as the vanguard. Mopnt- 


ing my own horfe, 1 tremblingly . 


rode to the head of my diviſion, 
which, it was my duty to precede. 
The King however had remarked 


my abſence, or rather had been re- 
minded of it by my ſuperior officer, 
who for- ſome time paſt had become 


my enemy. 
Juſt as the army " halted to en- 


camp, the King rode toward me, 
and made a ſignal for me to approach, 


and reading my fears in my counte- 


nance ſaid, with a fmile, „“What, 
« are you juſt returned from hunt- 
ing? -“ Yes, your Majeſty ;—I 
c hope—” Here, ' interrupting + _, 
he added, Well, well, for this 8 

| «c I 
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& ſhall take no further notice, re- 
«© membering Potzdam :—but how- 
+ ©. ever let me find you more atten- 
te tive to your duty.” 0 | 
So ended this affair, for which I 7 
deſerved to have been broken. 1 
muſt remind my readers that the 
King meant, by the words remem- 
bering Potzdam, he remembered 3 
had been puniſhed too ſeverely the 
- winter. before, and that my preſent 
pardon- was intended. as A e ; 
ſation. a 
This was indeed to think ond at 
greatly; ; this was indeed the true 
art of forming great men; an art 
much more effectual than that of 
ferocious generals, who threaten 
ſubalterns with impriſonment and 
chains on every ſlight occaſion ; 
and, while indulging all the rigours 
of military law, make no diſtinction 
| of 


A 
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of minds or of men. Frederic on 

the contrary ſometimes pardoned the 

failings of genius, while mechanic 
ſouls he mechanically puniſhed, ac- 
cording to the . Gs ** Us laws. 
of iwarys : © ig 

1 ſhall ane nnn a King 
took no more notice of my late 
a except chat ſometimes when. 


4" * ISO 4 


he would ridicule wheres oh were 


too often at the chace, or ho were 
ſo choleric that they took occaſion 


to quarrel for the leaſt trifle. 


The campaign paſſed in different 15 


mancuvres, marches, and counter 


marches. Our corps was the moſt 


fatigued, as being encamped round 
the King's tent, the ſtation of which 
was central, and as likewiſe having 
the care of the vanguard: we were 


therefore obliged to begin our 


march two hours ſooner than the re- 
mainder 
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mainder of the army, that we might 
be in our place. We alſo accom- i 
panied the King, whenever he went 
to reconnoitre; traced the lines of 

= encampment ; led the horſe to water 

1 inſpected the head quarters; and re- 

i gulated the march and encampment, 

Wb according to the King's orders; the 

ly performance of all which robbed us 

| of much reſt, we being but ſix officers 

il roexecuteſomany different functions. 

j Still further, we often executed 

I . the office of couriers, to bear the 

if royal commands to detachments. 

= The King was particularly careful 

1 that the officers of his guards, whom 

be intended ſhould become excellent 

in the art of tactics, ſhould not be 

þ idle in his ſchool, It was neceſſary 

8 to do machn order that much 

u might be learnt, Labour, vigilance, : 

{ acxivity, the love of glory, andthelove 

1 . St 2 of 
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of their country, animated all his 
generals; into whom, it may be 
ſaid, he infuſed his fpirit. - han 

In this ſchool I gained inſtruftion, 
and here already was I ſelected, as 
one deſtined to inſtruct others yet, 
in my fortieth year, a great general 
at Vienna told me, My dear 
© Trenck, our diſcipline would be 
* too difficult for you to learn; for 
« which indeed you ate too far 
c advanced in life.” Agreeable to 
this wiſe decifion was E made an 
Auſtrian invalid, and an invalid 
have always remained: à judgment 
like this would have been laughed 
at, moſt certainly, at Berlin. 

If I miſtake not, the famous bat - 
tle of Soor, or Sorau, was fought o 
the rath day of September. y The 
King had ſent ſo many detachments 
into e . and Sileſia, 

that 
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that the main army did not conſiſt 
of more than twenty-five thouſand: 
men. Neglecting advice, and obſti- 
nate in judging his enemy by num- 
bers, and not according to the ex- 
cellence of diſcipline, and other 
accidents, Prince Charles, blind to 
the real ſtrength of the Pruſſian 
armies, had encloſed this ſmall 
number of Pomeranian and Bran- 
denburgh regiments with more than 
eighty-fix thouſand men, n 

to take them all priſoners. 

It will ſoon be ſeen, from my nar- 
rative, with what kind of ſecreſy his 
plan was laid and execute. 

The King came into my tent about 
midnight; as he alſo did into that 
of all the officers, to awaken them: 
his orders were, © Secretly to ſaddle, 

is leave the baggage in the rear, and 
cc that the men ſhould ſtand ready to 
© mount at the word of command.” 


Lieu- 
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Lieutenant Studnidtz and myſelf 
attended the King, who went in 
perſon, and gave directions through 
the whole army: meantime, break 


of day was expected with anxiety. 


Oppoſite the defile, through which 
the enemy was to march to the 
attack, eight field- pieces were con- 
cealed behind a hill. The King "vi 
muſt, neceſſarily, have been informed' 
of che whole plan of the . Auſtrian” 
general, for he lad called in the 
advanced poſts from the heights, 
that he might lull him into ſecurity, 
and make him imagine we ſhould be 

ſurpriſed in the midſt of fleep.” 43 
Scarcely did break of day appear 
before the Auſtrian artillery, ſituated "F 
upon the heights, began to play 
upon our camp, and their cavalry to 
march, e Sh 50 thank. to i 
attack. | | | 
As ſuddenly were we in battle 3 

array; 


array; for. in leſs. than ten minutes 
we ourſelves began the attack, not- 
withſtanding the ſmallneſs of our 
number, the w hole army only contain- 
ing, five regiments. of cavalry. We 
fell with ſuch fury upon the enemy 
(ho at this time were wholly em- 
ployed in forming their men at the 
mouth of the defile, and that ſlowly, 
little expecting ſo ſudden and violent 
a charge), that we. drove them-back. 
into the [defile, where they preſſed 
upon each other in crowds :- He 
King hunfelt ſtood: ready to unmaik 
his eight field-pieces, and a dreadful; 
and bloody ſlaughter enfued ini this 
narrow place; from which the ene - 
my had not the power to retreat. 
This ſingle incident gained the bat- 
tle, and pets all the: Wann of 
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N Nadaſt Trenck, and ihs, Ught 
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troops, | ſent to attack our rear, were 
employed in pillaging che camp. 
The ferocious/Croats met no op-. 
ſition; While this their error made 
our victory mofe ſtcure. It de- 
ſerves to bel notieed that, when ad- 
vice was brought to the King chat 
the enemy ad fallen upon and were 
plunckering che eam, his anfwer 
was, So much che better; they have 
0 Sund themſelves: employment, and 
ce will de ne impediment to our 
an deſign. Lr 
Ou victory was complete; but all 
dur baggage was loſt; the "Head 
quarters, utterly undefended, were 
totally fripped; and Trenck had, 
for His part of the booty; che 1723 
tent, and his fervice öf plate. 5 
bb mentiohed this Wicki. | 
| Rance/ here, becaiiſe that, it the Fear 
1 8 ** vu Trenck, having 
fallen 


65. 
fallen into the power of his ene- 
mies, who had  inflituted a.) legal 
proceſs againſt him, was accuſed, by 
ſome villanous wretches, of having 
ſurpriſed the King in bed at the 
battle of Sorau, and of having after- 
" ward releaſed him for a bribe. - :-. . 
* What was ſtill worſe, they hired 
a common proſtitute, a native of 
Brunn, who pretended, ſhe was the 
daughter of Marſhal Schwerin, to 
give in evidence that ſhe herſelf was - 
in bed with the King when Trenck 
| entered his tent, whom he im- 
mediately made priſoner, and as i- 
e releated. ein 
To this part of the, RM Ss, 
myſelf, aneye witncſs,can anſwer: the 
thing was falſe, and impoſſible. He 
was informed of the intended attack. 
J accompanied the watchful King 


from midnight rill four,in the ory 5 
ing, 
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. 
ing, which time he employed in riding 
through the camp, and making the 
neceſſary preparations to receive the 
enemy; and the action began at 
five. Trenck could not take' the 
King in bed, for the battle was al. 
moſt gained when he and his pan- 
dours entered the cam p- and E 
dered the head quarters. 1 
As for the tale of Miſs Schwerin, 

it is only fit to be told by ſchool- 
boys, or examined- by the inquiſi- 
tion, and was very unworthy” of | 
making part of a legal proſecu. 


tion againſt an innocent man aA 
Vienna. e CHAR be 


This ds Beere 1 ſo te. 
markable that I ſhall give, in this 
work, a farther account of my kinſ- 
man, and what was called his crimi- 
nal proceſs ; at reading which the 
world will be aſtoniſhed. My own 

hiſtory 
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hiſtory is ſo connected with his 
that this is neceſſary, and the more 
ſo becauſe there are many ignorant 
or wicked people at Vienna, who 
A or affirm, Trenck had IT 


e 
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een 


* name & of Trenck ; and 175 on to 
Proyę, in the cleareſt manner, the 
Ayſtcian, Trenck as faithfully ſeryed 
the. Empreſs. Queen as the Pruſſian 
Trenck did Frederic, bis King. 
Maria Thereſa, ſpeaking to me. of 
him ſome time after his death, "and 
the ſnares that had been laid for him, 
ſaid,“ Your. kinſman ; has made a 
46 better end chan will be the fate of 
« his accuſers and judges,” n 
Of this more hereafter ; by .1, ap- 
proach that epocha, when ny, own 
mpsfortpoes, began, and when, the 3 
„  ſuffer- 
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me from youth; onward till 15 


hairs grew grexr. 
A few days 2 the hats) of 


Sorau, che . uſual camp - poſtman | 


brought me a letter from my couſin 


Trenck, the colonel of pandours, 


antedated at Effek four months, 
of which the following is a copy; 


* Your letter, of the twelith- of 
7 February, frem Berlin, informs 


« me you |defire © to have ſome 


% Hungarian horſes, On thefe you 


* would. come and attack me and 
© my. pandours. I ſaw, with plea- 


* fure, during the laſt campaign, 
* that the Pruſſian Trenck was a + 


© good ſoldier ; and that I might 


** give you ſame, pK 
<« tachment, I then returned the 


© horſes which my men had taken. If 


* however you wiſh to have Hun- 


 Culferings' of martyrdom. attended 


Goofs of my at- 


Vox. I. E te garian 


"os 
* 
; | 
* 
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4 garian kotſes;' you muſt take mike, ' 
ec jn like manner, from me in the field 
« of battle; or, ſhould you ſo think 
1 fit, come arid join one Who will 
e receive you with open arms, Eke 

e his friend and ſon, and who will 

„e procure. you every are you 
e can defire: & ũ mM 

At firſt I was terrified! at reading 

this letter, yet could not help ſmil- 

ing. Cornet Wagenitz, now gene- 

ral in chief of the > Hefſe Caſſel 

forces, and Lieutenant Grotthauſen, 

- . both now alive and then preſent, 
were my camp coinrades. I gave them 
the letter to read and they laughed 

at its contents. It Was determined 
to ſhew it to. our ſuperior officer, 
Jaſchinſky, n a promiſe of ſecreſy, 
and it- was accordingly ſhewn him 
Vithin an hour after it was received. 

The e vill be ſo kind as to 

recollect 


. 
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recollect that; is T have before ſaid, 
it was this Colonel Jaſchinſky who, 
on the 12th & Febtugiy, the fame 
year} at Berlin; prevailed bn me 16 
write to che Abſtrian *Trenck,' my 
couſin 3" that he” reEiVel the letter 
open, and underteche to ſend it 
according to its addäreſs; alſo that, 
in this letter, I in geſt had aſked 
him to fend ine ſbme Hungariait 
horſes,” and,: ſhould they come, had 
promiſed onè to Jaſchinſæy: He 

read the letter wick an air of ſore” | 
coopriſinys we laughed, and, it being 
whiſpered through the army that, ii 
conſequence of dur late victory, de- 
tached corps Would be ſent into 
Flungary, Jaſchinſey ſaid, * bye 


< ſhall no go urld take Hüngarian Ie 5 
—— ere hy" el 


converſation! ended; and T,. lite” 


ſaſpe&itig future lilac te. 
turned to my tent. 9 * 1 931151 271 
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1 muſt here make the following 
obſervations : 

ift. I had not ob 1 the dats 
of the letter brought y the poſt⸗ 
eber ee gane was an- 
tedated four months: this however 
che colonel did not fail to remark, 
; _ 2ndly. The probability is that cha 
was a net, ſpread for me by this falſe 
and wicked man. The return df 
my horſes, during the preceding 
campaign, had been che Tubjett of | 
much converſation. It is poſſible he 
had the. King's orders to watch me; 
but more Wege be only pre · 
vailed on me to write that he might 
entrap me, by a Mitious anſwer. | 
Certain it is, my couſin Trenck, 
et Vienna, affirmed to his death he 
never received any letter from me, 
conſequently never could ſend any 
anſwer. Were ene 


this letter was ged. 55 50 
Jacht 
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Jiaſchinſkyʒ was at this time one 
of the King's favourites; his ſpy over 


of lies and wicked calumnies. Some 


years after the event of which I am 


no ſpeaking, the King was obliged 
to break and baniſh him the country. 


He was then alfo the paramour 


of the beauteous Madame Broſſart, 
wife of the Saxon Reſident at Berlin, 
and there can be Urele doubt but 


that this falſe letter was, by het 


means, conveyed to fore Saxon of 
Auſtrian poſt· office, and thence, ac- 
cording to its addreſs, ſent to me. 


He had daily opportunities of in- 
fuſing ſuſpicions into the King's 


mind concerning me; and, unknown 
wen, of purſuing his diabolical plan. 


I émuſt likewiſe add, he was four 
hundred ducats indebted to me. At 


that time I had always a plentiful 
E 3 * of ſupply 


the army; a tle-bearer; an inventor 
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ſupply of money. This booty be⸗ 
came his own when 1 unexamineds 
was arreſted, and throyn into priſon. 
In like manner he ſciged-, on. the | 
puck part of my. camp equipage. 
Further, we had quarrelled during 
our firfl campaign, becauſe he had 
beaten one of my ſervants; we even 
were proceeding to fight with piſ- 
tols, had not Colonel Winterfeld in- 
terfered, and amicably. ended. our 
quarrel. * The Lithuanian is, by na- 
ture, obſtinate and revengeful; and, 
from that day, J have reaſon to be · 
liere he ſought my deſtruction. 90 
God only knows what were the 
means he took to excite the King's 
ſuſpicions; for it is incredible that 
Frederic, conſidering his well- 
known . profeſſions of public juſtice, | 
ſhould treat; me in the manner he 
| did, without a hearing, withour £xXAy 
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mination, and without a court-mat- | 
tial. This to me has ever remained 
a myſtery, which the King alone 

was able to explain: he afterwards 
was convinced I was innocent ; but 
my ſufferings had been too cruel, 
and the miſeries he had inflicte d too 
horrible, fof me ever to "ang eau 
penſation. „ 4 8 
In an affair of chis shut which 
will ſoon be known to all Europe, 
as it long has, been in Pruſſa, the 
weakeſt is always guilty. I have 
been made a terrible example, to 
this our age, how true that maxim 
is in deſpotic ſtates. „„ 
A man of my rank, , having or once 
unjuſtly ſuffered, „and having the 
power of making his ſufferings 
known, muſt either be bighly re- 
warded, or till more unjuſtly pu- 
niſhed. My name and injuries 
FA "4 4 — will 
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will ever ſtain the annals of Frederie 
the Great; even thoſe who read this 
book will perhaps ſuppoſe that J, 
from political motives of hopeor fear, 
have ſometimes concealed truth, by 
endeavouring to palliate his conduct. 
It muſt ever remain incompreben- 
able, that a monarch ſo o clear-fight- 
ed, himſelf the daily witneſs of my 
demeanor, one well acquainted with 
mankind, and - conſcious I wanted 
neither money, honour, nor hope of 
future preferment; J fay it is in- 
comprehenſible that he ſhould really 
ſuppoſe me guilty. I take God to 
witneſs, and all thoſe who knew me 
in proſperity and misfortune, I ne- 
ver harboured a thought of betray- 
ing my country. How was it poſſible 
to ſuſpect me? I was neither mad- 
man nor ideot. In my ei ighteenth. © 
year I was a cornet of the body- 
n 
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guard, adjutant to the King, and 
poſſeſſed his favour and confidence 
in the higheſt degree. His preſents 
to me, in one year, amounted to 
fifteen hundred dollars. I kept ſe- 
ven horſes, four men in livery: I 
was valued, diſtinguiſhed, and be- 
loved by the miſtreſs of my ſoul. 
My relations held high offices, both 
civil and military: I was even fana- 
tically devoted to my King and 
Country, and had nothing to wiſh. 
That 1 ſhould become thus. 
wretched, in conſequenee of © this- 
unfortunate letter, is equally won- 
derful : it came by the public poſt. 
Had there been any criminal corre- 
ſpondence, my kinſman certainly 
would not have choſen this mode of 
conveyance ; ſince, it is well known, 
all ſuch letters are opened; nor 
N act more openly. My co- 


Es Py Jonel 
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tonel read the letter I wrote; and 
alſo that which 1 received, immedi- | 
ately after it was brouglt. 
The day after. the reeipt ers 
"WA IL. was; as I have before ſaid, 
© unheard, unaccuſed, unjudged, con- 
ducted, like a. criminal, from the- 
army, by fifty huſſars, and impri- 
ſoned in the fortreſs of Glatz. 1 
was allowed to take three borſes, 
and my ſervants, but my whole 
equipage was left: behind, which Þ_ 
never ſaw more, and which became 
the booty of Jaſchinſky My com- 
miſſion was given to Cornet Schatzel/ 
and I caſhiered,” without knowing 
why. There were no legal enquiries 
made; all was ane by the King's 
command 
Unhappy people! where bee 
is ſuperior to law, and where the 


innocent, and the virtuous, meer 
A +: . 


puniſhment ; i of. ds, 1 | 
happy land! where the omnipotent » 

Suck 1s. un WII I ſuperſedes all 
legal ſentence, and robs. the ſub- 

ject of property, life, and honour. 

1 once more repeat I was brought 
to the citadel of Glatz: I was not 
however thrown ' into A dungeon, 
but impriſoned in a chamber of the 
officer of the guard; was allowed 
my. ſervants 0 Wait on me, and Fea 
i to walk on the ramparts. 

I did not want money, and there 
was only a detachment, from the 
garriſon regiment, in the citadel of 
Glatz, the officers of which were 
all poor. I ſoon had both friends 
and freedom, and the rich gpiſoner 
every day kept open tabeQ. 

He only who had known me in 
this the ardour of my youth, Who 
had witneſſed - how high L. aſpiredh | 

- E 4 | 
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and the fortune that attended me 
* pt Berlin, can imagine what my 
feelings were, at finding myſelf 
thus ſuddenly caſt _ wy high | 
__ | 
1] wrote fubmilively to * N85 
requeſting: 0 be tried by a court- 
martial, and not defiring any favour, 
haughty tone, in a youth, was dil 
pleaſing, and I received no anſwer, 
which threw me into deſpair, and 
induced me -to We every poſſible. 
means to obtain my libertixgN. 
_ My firſt care was to eſtabliſh, 
by the intervention of an officer, 
'a certain correſpondence with the 
object of my heart. She anſwered, 
ſhe was far from ſuppoſing I had 
ever entertained the leaſt thought 
traterous to my country; chat ſhg. 
knew, tos well, I was FOO Incas, 
_ pable 


vs? 
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pable of diffimulation. | She blamed 
the precipitate anger, and unjuſt ſuſS , 3 
picions, of the King; promiſed me 9 
ſpeedy aid, and 2 me a thouſand . 
ducats. . 
Had I, at this critical moment, 
poſſeſſed a prudent and intelligent 
friend, who could have calmed my 
impatience, nothing perhaps might 
have been more exzſy than to have 
obtained pardon of the King, : by 
proving my innocence ; or, ĩt may = 
be, tenen 
niſn my enemies. 2 | 
But che offices who; thas-wers * 1M 
at Glatz fed the flame of diſcontent. 
They ſuppoſed the money I fo 
freely diftributed came all from 
Hungary, furniſhed by the Pandour 
cheſt; and adviſed me not to ſu- 
fer my freedom n 
will of the King, but to enjoy it 
2 | ; 
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It was not more eaſy to give this 
advice than to perſuade a man to 
take it, who, till then, had never en- 
countered: any thing but good for: 
tune, and who conſequently ſup- 
ported this reverſe with impatience. 
I was not yet however determined; 
becauſe I could not yet reſolve to 
abandon my TR" and eſ un 
Five months roms "_ FO in 
| ani was concluded ; the 
| King was returned to his capital: 
my commiſſion in the guards was 
beſtowed on another, when Lieu- 
tenant Piaſchky, of the regiment 
of F ouquet, and Enſign Reitz, who 
often mounted: guard over me, pro» 
poſed that they and I ſhould eſcape 
together. I yielded; our plan was 
fixed; and _ IEA —_ 
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At that time there was 2anothet 
priſoner at Glatt, whoſe name was 
Manget, by birth à Swiſs, and cap-- 
tain of cavalry in the Natzmerſchen \ x 
huſſars; he had been broken, and * 
condemned by a court martial to 
ten years impriſonment, with an 
allowance of * n rix- dollars 
per month, .:' | 
"Hamm done chis man kindnefles, 1 
1 was reſolved to reſcue him from 
bondage, at the ſame time that I ob- 
tained freedom for myſelf. I com- 
municated my deſign, and made the 
propoſal, which was accepted by him, 
and meaſutes were taken; yet were 
we. betrayed by this vile man, who 
thus purchaſed: pardon and liberty. 
Piaſchky, who had been informed 
that Reitz was arreſted, ſaved him- 
elf by deſerting. ] denied the fact * 
n of Manget, with whom 
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tor with a hundred ducats, 
By this means Reitz only ſuffered a 


and the loſs 


of his commiſhon, I was'afterwar 


onment, 


impriſ 


year's 


d 


* 


cloſely confined: in a chamber, for * 


having endeavoured to corrupt the 


King 


* 
. 


with greater caution. 


s officers, and was. guarded 


U * 
* 
- "SY. p 
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Here I will interrupt my 


. 
© by 


for a moment, to relate an adventure 
which happened between me and 


this Captain Manget, three years 


atſter he had th 


was the ſalutation he received. I 
caned him; he took this ill, and 
challenged me to fight with piſtols, 


us betrayed me, that is 
unagine W 


in 1749, at Warſaw. 
difficult to 


F there met him by chance, and 


to ſay 
it is not 
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 Heucking, of the Poliſh 


Captain 
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fired together: I ſhot him through © » 
the neck, at the firſt ſhot, and he 
fell dead on the field. 

He, alone, of all my enemies, 
ever died by my own hand; and he 
well merited his end, for his coward- 
ly treachery toward the two brave 
fellows of whom T have ſpoken ; 
and ſtill more fo with reſpe& to 
myſelf Fho had been his behefitor. 
1 own, I have never reproached 
myſelf for this duel, tos oped | 
ſent a raſcal out of che worde 2 


1 return to my tale. My deſtiny . 


at Glatz was now become more un- | 
toward and ſevere. The King's ſiiſ- 


picions were increaſed, as likewiſe 
was his anger, by de y late at- 
tempt to eſcape. 

Left to myſelf, I confideted' my 
ſituation in the worſt point of view, 
and determined either on flight or 


WM 
Fo. 
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death. The length and cloſeneſs | 
of my confinement became e 
portable to my impatient temper. 
I had always had the garriſon on | 
my fide, nor was it poſſible to pre- 
vent my making friends among 
them. They knew 1 had money, 
and, in a poor garriſon regiment, the 
officers of which are all diſſatisfied, 
having moſt of chem been drafted x 
from other corps and ſent chither as. 
a puniſhment, there was nothing that 
might not be undertaken. 8 
— My. ſchemẽ w Was as follows: 17 
2 *-My. window looked toward the 
city, and was ninety feet from the 
ground in the tower of che citadel, 
out of which I could not get, with- 
out having Tound a PRs of  refogy 
in the city. | 
This an Meer undertook. to 
procure me, and prevailgd on an 
Ht 158 g honeſt 


* 


C3: 
honeſt ſoap-boiler to grant me a 
hiding place. I then notched my 
penknife, and ſawed through thek 
large iron bars; but this mode was * 
too tedious, it being neceſſary to 
file away eight bars from my Win- 
dow, before I could paſs 2 * 
another officer therefore p 
a file, which [was obliged to 
caution, leſt I ſhould an abu 1370 
by the centin ess. 4 
Having ended this FOE I cut 
my leather portmanteau into thongs, 
ſewed them end to end, added the 
ſheets: of my bed, and deſcended 
ſafely from this aſtoniſhing height. 
It rained, the night was dark, 
and all ſeemed fortunate, but I had 
to wade through moats full of mud, 
before I could enter the city, A cir- 
cumftance-I had never once confi 
dered. _ I funk up to the knees and; 
. after 


* 
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after long ſtruggling, and incredible 
efforts to extricate myſelf, I was ob- 
Ege to call the centinel, and deſire 
him to go, and tell the governor, 
on this occaſion, becauſe that Gene · 
ral Fouquet was then governor: of 
A I Glatz, - He was one of the eruelleſt 
1 of men, He had been wounded 
dy my father in a quet; and the 
ww. Auſtrian Trenck' had taken his bäg- 
Wl gage in 2744, and had alſo laid the 
country of Glatz under contribution. 
He was cherefore an enemy to the 
very name of Trenck 3 nor did he 
© loſe any opportunity of giving me 
proofs of his enmity, and eſpecially 

ne on the preſent. occaſion, when he 
1 el of left. me ſtanding in the mire till 
iy noon, the ſport of the ſoldiers. 1 
was then drawn out, half dead, only 
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An to be impriſoned, and ut 
up the whole day, without iter 
to waſn me. No one can imagine 
how I looked, exhauſted and dirty, 
2 „inn hieb, by my ſtruggling, 
was Joaded. 1 remained in this 
—_— till the next day, when » 
fellow priſoners were fe 
aſſiſt and clean me. 5 2 
= impriſonment now became 
intolerable. I had fall | 
—_— my putſe, gry 
taken from me at My te, 
2 another dungeon, and 
e xſterward 

3 did me e. 
* paſſions (foam al alkiled me 
once, and impetyous, boiling, 
9 blood overpowered rea- 
; hope diſappeareds I thought 
myſelf the moſt date une of ach 
2 and | 
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and my King an irreconc ileable 
judge, more wrathful and more forti- 
fed in ſuſpicion bymy qwn raſhneſs. 


My nights were ſleepleſs, my days 


miſerable: my ſoul was tortured by 
the deſire of fame: a conſciouſneſs 
of innocence was a continued ftimu- 


lusünciting me to end my misfor- 


tunes. Touthf? unerperienbed g in 


woe and diſaſtrous fate, ehölds 


every” evil magnified and'deſpohds 
on every new*diſappointment; more 
epeciglly after having failed in at- 
tempting freedom: Education ld | 
taught me tb Beſpiſtb death and theſe” 
opinions had been c᷑ ed by tity 
friend La Metrie, author of che f- 
mous Work, L Homme Matbite, tor 


# MAY Mathitie ic Dit 2540 $: 


* read much during my bana 
lent at Gldez g Where books were 
allowed me; time * "therefore 
biz. . 


| 18 5 3 
leſs tedious : but when che love r 
liberty awoke, when fame and af- \ 
fection called me to Berlin, and my 
balked' hopes painted the wretch- 
edneſs of my ſituation; when I 
remembered that my loved country, 
judging by ap pearances could not 
but .pronounce me 'a traitor ; then 
was I hourly impelled to ruſti bn 
the naked bayonets of, my guards 
by whom), to me, che road of free- 
dom was barred... 4 15 * 3 
Big with ſuch like nar the b 
eight, days had not elapſed, ſince * 
my laſt fruitleſs: attempt to; eſcape, 
when an event! happened which 
would appear incredible, were I, 
the principal actor i in the ſcene, not 
alive to atteſt its truth, and might 
not all Glatz, and the Pruſſian 
gatriſon, be produced as eye and ear 
witneſſes. This incident will prove 
that adventurous, and even raſh, dar- 
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% He was, by birth, an Italian, a ſelfiſh, wicked 
wan; and, while major under the govern» 


8 « 95) 
ing will render the moſt improbable 
undertakings poſſible, and that deſ- 
perate attempts may often make 
a general more fortunate, and fa- 
mous, than the wiſeſt and beiden 
certed plans. Fats l tx 
Major Doo® came to Alt me, | 
ce ee „ eee, 
„The ſame DO Land aa: = 
Glatz the {even years war, 
— {ria by General Laudabn, 


was made priſoner, which octaſioned the lots 
-of Glatz, The King broke him with infamy, 


und baniſhed bim with contempt. In 1764 


be came to Vienna, where I gave him aloe, 


ment of Fouquet, at Glatz, brought many 


people to miſery, He was the creature of 


Fouquet, without birth or merit, crafty, malige 
nant, but handſome ; and, having debauched 
his patron”s daughter, afterward married her; 


- whenee at firſt his good, and at length his ill, 
fortune. He wanted knowledge to defend a 


fortreſs againſt the enemy, and his e 
rendered him Wake to corrupt, | 
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accompanied by an officer of the 
guard, and an adjutant. After 
examining every corner of my cham- 
ber, he addreſſed me, taxing me 
with a ſecond crime in endeavour- 
ing to obtain my liberty; adding, 
this muſt - ue 6h increaſe the 
anger of the King, 4 
My blood boiled at the word 
crime: he talked of patience; I 
aſked how long the King had con- 
demned me to impriſonment: he 
anſwered, a traitor to his country, 
who has correſpond with the ene- 
my, cannot be condemned for 2 
certain time; but muſt depend, 
for grace and pardon, on the King. 

At that inſtant I ſnatched his 
ſword from his ſide, on which my 


eyes had ſome time been fixed; . 


ſprang out of the door, tuinbled the 
centinel from the top to the bottom 
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ſo that I had the ſtart full half an 


993 


in a narrow 


centinel however 
paſſage endeavoured to oppoſe my 


3 4 
wo 4 
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flight, 
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| 
| 
ö 
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at noon day, we 


| ( 99 5 
flight, but T parried his fixed bayo- 
net, and wounded him in the 
face. A ſecond centinel, meantime, : 
ran from the outworks, to ſeize 
me behind, and I, to avoid him, 
made a ſpring at the paliſadoes; there 


as uniuchily caught by the foot, 


and received a bayonet wound in 
my upper lips thus entangled, they 
beat me with the butt-end of their 
muſkets, and Uragged me back 
to priſon, while 1 ſtruggled and 
defended myſe elf like a man n 
deſperate. J i 10 94:7 

Certain it is, ad I more exeefully 
jumped | the paliſadoes, and dif- 
patched: che centinel who oppoſed 
me, I might have eſcaped, and gain- 
ed the mountains. Thus might 1 
have fled to — after having; 

ro 


e 


/ 


m the fortreſs 
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of Glatz, ſprung paſt all its centinels, 
over all its walls, and paſſed with 
impunity, in deſpite of the guard, 
who were under arms, ready to op- 
poſe me. I ſhould not, having a 
ſword, have feared any ſingle oppo - 
nent, and was able to contend with 
the ſwifteſt runners. Bas 


That good fortune which | had Py 


far attended me forſook me at the. 
paliſadoes, where hope was at an | 


end. The ſeverities ofgmpriſonment 
were increaſed ; two centinels and an 


under officer were locked in with me, 


and were themſelies guarded by 
centinels without: I was beaten and 


wounded by the butt · ends of their | 


muſkets, my right foot was ſprain- 
| ed, 1 ſpit blood, and my wounds 


were not cured in leſs than a month. 
= was now firſt informed the 


* 8 1 King 


at © 
"> 
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King had only condemned me to a 
year's impriſonment, in order to 
learn whether his ſuſpicions were 
well founded. My mother had pe- 
titioned for me, and was anſwered, 
Your ſon muſt remain a year impri- 
ſoned, as a puniſhment for his raſh 
corre ſpondence. 1 4 F nenn 
Ol this I was ignorant, and it was 
reported in Glatæ, that my impriſog-· 
ment Was for life. I had only three 
weeks longer $6 repine for the loſs of 
liberty, whenl made this raſn attempt. 
What muſt the King think? Was he Þ 
not obliged to act with this ſeverity ß 


impatience, thus to riſk a 'confif- 3 


cation, hen I was certain of receiv- 
ing freedom, juſtification, and ho-·-ůͥ- 4 
nour; in three weeks? But, ſuch was 
my adverſe fate, circumſtances aal! 
tended to injure: and perſecute ma, go 
Ss.» F 3 4 till 
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till at length I gave reaſon to ſup- 
poſe I was a traitor, notwithſtanding 

the purity of my intentions. 
Once more, then, was I in a dun- 
geon, and no ſooner was I there 
than I formed new projects of flight. 
J firſt gained the intimacy of my 
guards. I had money, and this, with 
the compaſſion I had inſpired, might 
effect any thing among diſcontented 
Pruſſian ſoldiers. Soon had I gained 
thirty-two men, whay were ready to 
execute, 'on the firſt ſignal, whatever 
I ſhould command” Two or three ex- 
gvepted, they were unacquainted wich 
eech other; they conſequently could 
2 not all be betrayed at à time; and I 


— had choſen the ſub-officer, N _— 
= lai, to head them. 


„ The garriſon conſiſted only tum.” 
ms | hundred and twenty men from the 
WM in regiment; the reft being dif- 


1 1) 

perſed i in the country of Glatz, and 
four officers their- commanders, 
three of whom were in my intereſt. 
Every thing was prepared ;. ſwords 
and piſtols were concealed in an 
oven, which was in my priſon. We 
intended to give liberty to all the 
priſoners, and retire with drums beat- 
ing into Bohemia. 


Unfortunately, an Auſtrian de- 
ſerter, to whom Nicholai had im- 


parted our deſign, went and diſco- 
vered our conſpiracy. The gover- 
nor inſtantly ſent his adjutant to the 
citadel, with orders that the officer 
on guard ſhould arreſt Nicholai, and, 
with his men, take poſſeſſion of the 


caſemate. yo 
Nicholai was one of the ata 


the lieutenant" was my friend, and, 


being in the ſecret; gave the ſignal . 
that all was diſcovered. Nicholaz 
4 F. 4 8 5 only; . 
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only knew all the conſpirators, ſeve- 
ral of whom were that day on guard. 
He inſtantly formed his reſolution, 
leaped into the caſemates, crying, 
c Comrades, to arms, we are be- 
« trayed !“ All followed to the guard- 
houſe, where they ſeized on the car- 
tridges, the officer having only eight 

men, and, threatening to fire on who-—- 
ever ſhould offer reſiſtance, came to 
deliver me from priſon; but the iron 
door was too ſtrong, and the time 
too ſhort, for that to be demoliſhed. 
Nicholai, calling to, me, bid me aid 
them, but in vain; and, perceiving - 
nothing more could be done for me, 
this brave man, heading nineteen 
others, marched to the gate of the 
citadel, where there was a ſub- 

officer and ten ſoldiers, obliged theſe 
to accompany him, and thus arrived 
| ow at Braunau, in Bohemia; for, 
- . before? 


| 15 
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| before the news was ſpread FRG: >" 
the city, and men were collected 
for the purſuit, they were nearly 
half way on their journey. 
Two years after, I met with this 
extraordinary man at Ofenbourg, 
where he was a writer: he entered 
immediately into my ſervice, and 
became my friend, but died ſome 
months after of a burning fever, 5 
my quarters in Hungary, at which 
I. was deeply grieved, for his me- a. 
. mory will eyer be dear to- me. 4x. 
Now was. I expoſed to all the ® 
foams of: ill fortune: a proſecution i 
Vas entered againſt me as a conſpi -. 
rator, who wanted to corrupt the of- 

} ficers, and, Allen of, the King. 
They commanded me to name the 
remaining conſpirators; bur to theſe 

queſtions I made no anſwer except 
by. ſtedfaſtly declaring. I was an 
F. 5 inno- 
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innocent priſoner, an officer unjuſtly 
broken; unjuſtly, becauſe I had ne- 
ver been brought to trial; chat con- 
ſequently I was releaſed from all my 
engagements; nor could it be thought 
extraordinary that I ſhould avail 

myſelf of that law of nature which 
gives every man a right to defend 
his honour defamed, and ſeek” by 
every poſſible means to regain his 
liberty: that ſuch had been my ſole 
purpoſe in every enterpriſe 1 had 
formed, and ſuch ſhould ſtill conti- 
nue to be, for I was determined to 
perf; till I ſhould either be crowned 


with ſucceſs, or loſe my life in the 
attempt. R 
Things thus remained; every pre- 
caution was taken, except that I was 
not put in irons; it being a law in 
Pruſſia that no gentleman, or officer, 
can be loaded wirh chains, unleſs: he 
0 has 


(10% ) 8 
hbs* firſt for ſome crime deen 
delivered over to the executioner, 
and certainly this. ame uur, 
caſe. 

The ſoldiers were withdrawn from 
my chamber; but the greateſt ill was 
] had. expended all my money, and 
my kind miſtreſs, at Berlin, with 
whom I: had always correſponded, 
and which my perſecutors could not 
prevent, at laſt wrote 0 
os My tears flow with yours ; the” 
ce evil is without remedy I dare 
tino more - eſcape if you ean. My | 
«fidelity will ever be the ſame,; 
*« when it ſhall be poſſible for me to 
« ſerve you. — Adieu, — unhappy - 
«friend: you merit a better fate. 
his letter was a thunderbolt := - 
my comfort however till was that 
the officers were not ſuſpected, and 4 
chat it was their duty to viſit my*s n 
F. 6 cham- 
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chamber ſeveral times a day, and 
examine what paſſed; from which 
circumſtance I elt my hopes ſome- 
what revive. Hence an adventure 
happened; which is almoſt unex- 
ampled in tales of ae 
N "Dpnant,. whoſe- name w 
Back, a Dane by nation, mounted 
guard every fourth day, and was the 
terror of the whole garriſon ; - for, be- 
ing a perfect maſter of arms, he was 
inceſſantly involved in quarrels, and 
generally left his marks behind him: 
- He had ſerved, in two regiments, 
neither of which would aſſociate 
with him for this reaſon, and he had 
been ſent to the garriſon regiment 
at Glatz as a puniſnment. 
Bach, one day, fitting beſide me, 
related how, the evening before, he 
| had wounged - a lieutenant, of the 
| name 


. 
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name of Schell, in the arm. T re- 

plied, laughing, had I my liberty, 1 © 
believe you would find ſome trouble 

in wounding me, for I have ſome 

{kill in the ſword. The blood in- 

ſtantly flew in his face; we ſplit off 

a kind of pair of foils from an old 

door, which had ſerved me as a 

table, and at the firſt lunge 1 hit 

him on the breaſ. 

His rage became ungovernable, Fe 
and he left the priſon. What was 
my aſtoniſhment when, a moment 
after, I ſaw him return with two 
ſoldiers' ſwords, which he had con- 
cealed under his coat. Now, then, 
© boaſter, prove,” faid he, giving 
me one of them, © what thou art 
able to do.” I endeavoured to pa- 
cify him, by repreſenting the danger, 
but ineffectually. He attacked me 

| with 


(no: ) 
| with the utmoſt fury, and I wounded? 
him in the arm. 

Throwing his ſword doin 15 
fell upon my; neck; kiſſed me, and 

wept. At length, after ſome con- 

Ver- emotions of pleaſure; he 
ſaid, «© Friend, thou art my maſter; 
cc and thou muſt, thou ſhalt, by my 
ce aid, obtain thy liberty; as certainly 
© as my name is Bach. We bound 
up his arm as well as we could. He 
left me, and ſecretly went to a ſur- 
geon, to have it properly Qolles, , 
and at night returned. 
He now remarked that it was hu-- 
* impoſſible I ſhould eſcape, . 
unleſs the. officer on guard ſhould : 
deſert with me; that he wiſhed no-- 
thing more ardently than to ſacrifice. 
his life in my behalf, but that he 

could not reſolve ſo far to forget his 

honour and duty as to deſert, himſelf, 
while 


WED. 
, while'on guard: he 'notwithitanding- 
gave me his word” of honour he 
would find me ſuch a perſon in a. 
few. days; and chat, in the mean time, 
he would erer 1 thing for« 
my flight. 8 
He returned the ſame evening, . 
bringing with him Lieutenant Schell, 
and as he entered faid, Here is 
« your man.“ Schell embraced me, 
gave his word of honour, and thus 
was the affair ſettled, and as it prov- 
ed my liberty aſcertained. 
We ſoon began to deliberate on 
the means neceſſary to obtain our 
purpoſe. Schell was juſt come from 
garriſon at Habelſchwert to the ci- 
tadel of Glatz, and in two days was 
to mount guard over me, till when ,, 
our attempt was ſuſpended. I havg 
before ſaid, I received no more ſup- 
plies from my beloved miſtreſs, and 
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my purſe at that time cole cgi) 


ſome ſix piſtoles. It was therefore 


reſolved that Bach ſhould go to 
Schweidnitz, and obtain money of 
a ſure friend of mine in that city. - | 
Here muſt 1 inform the reader 

that, at this period, the officers and 

all underſtood each. other, Captain | 
Roder alone excepted, who was ex- 
act, rigid, and, * trouble on all 


eccaſions*.. 

Major Quaadt 1 was my 1 ö 
by my mother's ſide, a good friendly 
man, and ardently deſirous I ſhould 
eſcape, ſeeing my calamities were 
ſo much increaſed, The four lieu- 
tenants, who ſucceſſively. mount- 
ed n over me, were n 5 


© I ſhall give a farther account in my nar- 
Ative of this man, which will both aſtoniſn 
* inſtruct the ea 


= » 
« 
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Schroeder, "IG and Schell, The 
firſt was the grand projector, and 
made all the Preparatiobs z Schell 
was to deſert with me; and Schroeder 
and Lunitz, three By after, were P 
follo wp. 3 5 ** 
No one ought to be ſurpriſed | 
that officers, of garriſon regiments 8 
ſhould be ſo ready to deſert, T hey $44” 
are, in general, either men of violent 
paſſions, quarrelſome, overwhelmed. 

with debts, or unfit for ſervice. They» | 
are uſually ſent to the garrifon as a 
puniſhment, and are called the refuſe” 15 
of che army. Diſſatisfied with their 
ſituation, their pay mych reduced, and 
deſpiſed by the troopy ſuch men, 
expecting advantage, may be brought 
to engage i in the moſt deſperate un- 
dertaking. None of them can hope 
for their diſcharge, and they live i in 8 


the utmoſt poverty, 'F hey all hoped 
W 


— 2 — 
P o 
# 


4 — r : 1 - h 
"== ES r T 4 
_ .- 22x. >>: E 


a - 
..& A 
& ——_ $- 
— ——— 


"A 
== =» 
P, 

f = 


tune, I always having had money 


fix languages, and was well ac- 


informed officers, had. ſent him to a 
- garriſon. regiment. He had twice 


King ſent him to this ſpecieg of 


my freedom, that he might, by chat 
dean, ſpite F _ 


erm 
dy my means, to better their for · 


enough ; and, with money, nothing 
is more eafy than to find friends, in 
places where each individual is de- 
ſirous of eſcaping from Navery. 17 

The talents of Schell were of # 
ſuperior order; he ſpoke and wrote 


quainted with all the fine arts. He 
had ſerved in the regiment of Fou- 
quet, had been injured by his co- 
lonel,, who. was a Pomeranian, . and: 
Fouquet, who was no friend ti well. 


. 


demanded his diſmiſſion, but the 
impriſonment; he then determined 


to avenge himſelf by deſerting, and 
was ready to aid me in recovering 


" Liſhal 


with the officers, at which taking. 


for that purpoſe. The care of the 


and he was forbidden to eat with _. 


8 
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IL thall ſpeak more heredfrer'of this. 


extraordinary man, that F may not 


in this place interrupt my ſtory.— 

We determined everything ſhould = 
be prepared againft the firſt time 
Schell mounted guard, and that 
our project ſhould be executed on 
the next. Wan "I he, ann + 


was with that of: our Sight. / _— 
The governor meantime had been 
informed how familiar E was become * * 


* 


offence he ſent orders that my door 
ſhould no more be opened, but that 
I ſhould. receive my, ſood through. 
a ſmall window that had been made 


priſon was. committtd/to the ml, 


me, under pain of being an 
Hu precautions were ineffectual 


- 
* 


* a * 8 


„ . 
the officers procured a falſo key; and 
remained with me half . ay" W 
| night.» A 1 ö 

Cuptlin Damnitz was \ impeifont 
in an apartment by the fide of mine; 
This man had deſerted from the 
Pruſſian ſervice, with the money be- 

longing to his company, to Ruſtria, 
where he obtained a commiſſion in 
his couſin's regiment, Who haying | 
prevailed on himato ſerve as 4 py, | 
during the campaign of 1744, he was 
taken in the Pruſſianterritories, known, 
and condemned to be hanged. 
Some Swediſh volunteers, who 
were then in the army, intereſted 
themſelves in his behalf, and his 
ſentence was changed to perpetual | 
impriſonment, 1 with a ſentence ot 
infamy. r 
This wretch, who two o years After 
by the aid of his protectors, not only 


„„ 
obtained his liberty but a lieutenant- 
colonel's commiſſion, was the ſecrer 
ſpy of the major over the priſoners; - 
and he remarked that, notwithſtand- 
ing the expreſs prohibition laid on 
the officers, they ſtill pAſſec d the 
greater part of their time in "7 
company. | 

The 24th of December ba 
Schell mounted guard. He entered 
my priſon immediately# where he 
continued a long time, and we made 


our arrangements for flight when he 


next ſhould mount guard. ict 8 

Lieutenant Schroeder: that day: 
dined with the governor, and heard 
orders given to the» adjutant that 
Schell ſhould be taken from the 
guard, and put under arreſt. 
Schroeder, who was in the ſe⸗ 

cret, had no doubt but that we 
were betrayed, nor ekknoving that 
he 
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the ſoy Damnitz had informed the , 
governor that Schell was then in vng | 
| _— i | : 
Schroeder, full of 1 "Tis 
running to the citadel, and ſaid to 
Schell, * Save thyſelf, friend; all is 
« diſcovered, and thou wilt inftant- 
60 8 be put under arreſt,” 15 
Schell might eaſily have pro- 
vided for his own - ſafety, by flying 
fingly, Schroeder having prepared 
horſes, on one of which he himſelf 
offered to e _ into Bo- 
hemia. 
How did this end mas, in a 
moment ſo pe act ee 
his friend? 5 | 
Running faddenly i into my _ 
he drew a corporal's ſabre from un- 
der his coat, and ſaid, „Friend, we 
et are betrayed, follow me, only do 
ä 9 not . 


3 
„ 
«c not ſuffer me to fall alive 1 into the 
7 hands of my enemies. 


I would have ſpoken, but inter- 
rupting me, and takitly me by the 
hand, he added, * Follow ales we 
« have not a- moment to loſe.”, 1 
therefore ſſipt on my coat and 
boots, without having time to take 
the little money 1 had left; and, 
as we went out of the priſon, Schell 
ſaid to the centinel, “ I am taking 
« the priſoner into the officer's 
« apartment ; ſtand where you are,” 

Into this room we really went, 
but paſſed out at the other door. 
The deſign of Schell was to go 
under the Arſenal, which was not 
far off, to gain the covered way, 
leap the paliſadoes, and afterward 
eſcape after the beſt mgnner wemight. 

We had Os gone à hundred 


paces 
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and Major Quaadt. * 

Schell ſtarted back, ſprang upon | 
the rampart, and leaped from the 
wall, which was there not very 
high. | I followed, and alighted un- 
hurt, except having grazed my 
ſhoulder, My poor friend was not 
fo fortunate, having put out his 
ancle. He immediately drew his 
ſword, preſented it to me, and beg- 
ged me to diſpatch him, and fly. 
He was a ſmall weak man: but, far 
from complying with his requeſt, 1 
took him in my arms, threw him 
over the paliſadoes, afterwards got 
him on my back, and began to run, 
without very well knowing * 
way I went. | 
It may not be unneceſſary to re- 
mark thoſe fortunate circumſtances 


that favoured our enterpriſe, | | 
"= | The 


paces before we met the adjutant 


bo 
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The ſun had juſt ſet as we took 
to flight; the hoar froſt fell. No 
one would run the riſk that we had 
done, by making fo dangerous a 
leap. We heard a terrible noiſe 
behind us, Every body knew us; 
but before they could go round the 
citadel, and through the town, in 
order to purſue us, we had got a | 
full half league. | 

The alarm guns were fired before 
we were a hundred paces diſtant ; at 
which my friend was very much 


terrified, knowing that, in fuch caſes, ET. 


it was generally impoſſible to 
eſcape from Glatz, unleſs the fugi- 
tives had got the ſtart full two hours 
before the alarm guns were heard; 
the paſſes being immediately all 
[topped by the peaſants and huſſars, 


who are exceedingly vigilant. No 


ſooner is a priſoner miſſed than the 


gunner runs from the guard houſe © 
Vol. I, 9 and 


W 


> 4 * 


* 


* 


and behind us, were in motion. It 


of the regiment of Fouquet, who 


142 ) 

and fires the cannon. on the three 
ſides of the fortreſs, which are kept 
loaded day and night for that muy 


'» ©) 4 
We were not. five hundred paces 


from the walls when all, before us 


was day-light when we leaped, yet 
was our attempt as fortunate as it 
was wonderful: this T%attribute to 
my preſence of mind, and the repu- 
tation I had already acquired, which 
made it thought a ſervice of danger 
for two or three men to attack me. 
It was beſide imagined! we were 
well provided with arms for our de- 
fence; and it was little „ 
that Schell had only his ſword, . 
I ah old corporal's ſabre. | 
Among the officers commanded 
to purſue us was Lieutenant Bart, 
my intimate friend. Captain Zerbſt, 


«< 3 ) 


had always teſtified the kindneſs of 


a brother toward me, met us on 
the Bohemian frontiers, and called 
to me, make to the left, brother, 


and you will ſee ſome lone houſes, 


which are on the Bohemian con- 
fines : the huffars have rode ſtraight 
forward. He then paſſed on, as if he 
had not feen us. 
We had nothing to fear from the 
officers, for the intimacy between the 
Pruſſian officers was at that time fo 
great, and the word of hoflour ſo 
ſacred, that during my rigorous 
detention at Glatz, I had been once 
ſix and thirty hours hunting at Neu- 
rode, at the ſeat of Baron Stillfriede : : 
Lunitz had taken my place 1 in the 


priſon, Mich the major knew when 


he came to make his viſt” Hence 
may be conj jectured how great was the 
confidence in which the word of the 


unfortunate Trenck was held at 


GS Glatz ; 


& 


— 
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Glatz; fince they did not fear let- 
ting him leave his dungeon, and 
kunt on the very confines of Bohe- 
mia. This too ſhews the governor 
was deceived, in deſpite of his wateh- 
fulneſs and orders, and that a man 
of honour, with money, and a good 
head and heart, will never want 
friends. —— 

Theſe my memoirs will be che 
picture of what the national charac- 
ter then was; and will prove that, 
with officers who lived like brothers, 
and held their words ſo ſacred, the 
great Frederic well might vanquiſh 
his enemies. e 

Arbitrary power has now intro- 
duced the whip of ſlavery, and me- 
chanic ſubordination has gadicated 
thoſe noble and rational incitements 
to concord and honour. | Inſtead of 
which, miſtruſt and ſlaviſh fear have 
ariſen, the enthuſiaſtic ſpirit of the 
Bran- 


4 
„ 
Brandenburg warrior declines, and 
into this error have moſt of the 
other European ſtates fallen. | 
Scarcely had I borne: my friend 


three hundred- paces before I ſat 


him down, and- looked round me, 


but darkneſs: came on ſo faſt that E* 
could ſee neither town nor citadel ; 
conſequently, we ourſelves 2 & 5 


not be ſeen. 8 


My preſence of and dig not for- 
ſake me: gęgath or freedom was my 
Where are we, 


determination. 
Schell? ſaid I to my friend. Where 


does Bohemia lie? on which ſide is 
the river Neiſs? The worthy man 


could make no anſwer : his mind 


was all confuſion, and he deſpaired 
of our eſcape: he ſtill however en- 
treated L ould nat let him be taken 
alive, and affirmed my labour v was 
all in vain. 5 | 

After having progdiſed, by all | 
> 3 3 
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| . 
that was ſacred, I would ſave him 
from an infamous death, if no other 
means were left, and thus raiſed. his 
ſpirits, he looked round, and knew, 
by ſome trees, we were not far from 
the city gates. I aſked him, Where 
is the Neiſs? He pointed ſideways— 
« All Glatz has ſeen us fly toward 
te the Bohemian mountains; it is im- 
ce poſſible we ſhould avoid the huſ- 
« ſars, the paſſes being all guarded, 
« and we beſet with enemies. So 
ſaying, I took him on my ſhoulders, 
and carried him to the Neiſs: here 


ve diſtinctly heard the alarm ſound- 


ed in the villages, and the peaſants, 


who likewiſe were to form the line 


of deſertion, were every where in 
motion, and ſpreading the alarm. 


As it may not be known to all my 
readers in what manner they pro- 


ceed on theſe occaſions in Pruſſia, 


: 


* 1 >. 
f will here give a ſhort account of 
ik. | 
Officers are daily named, on the 
parade, whoſe duty it is to follow 
fugitivgs as ſoon as the alarm guns 
are fired. 
The peaſants in the villages, like- 
wiſe, are daily appointed to run to 
the guard of certain poſts. The 
officers immediately fly to theſe 
poſts to ſee that the peaſants do their 
duty, and prevent the prifoner's. 
eſcape. Thus does it ſeldom hap- 
pen that a ſoldier can effect his. 
eſcape, unleſs he be; at the very gates * 
feaſt, an hour on his road before the 6 
alarm guns arg fired.. 
. I now return to my ſtory. 
I came to the Neiſs, which was # 
little frozen, entered it with my 
friend, and carried him as long a8. 
I could wade, and when Te 
feel. the bottom, which an 
G.4. % 
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( 128 ) ». 8 
tigue for. mare -.cham; a. ſpace. of 


Eighteen feet, he clung round me, 


and thus we got ſafely to the other 
ſhore. 

My father taught all his ſons to 
ſwim, for which I have often had to 
thank him; ſince by means of this art, 
which is eaſily learnt in childhood, I 
had on various occaſions preſerved 
my life, and was more bold i in dan- 
ger. Princes who wiſh to make 
their ſubje&s ſoldiers, ſhould have 
them educated fo as to fear neither 
fire nor water. How great would 
be the advantage of being able to 
croſs a river with whole battalions,” | 


when it is neceſſary to attack or re- 


treat before the enemy, and when time 
will not permit to prepare bridges 
The reader will eaſily ſuppoſe 
ſwimming in the midſt of Decem- 
ber, and remaining afterward 
eighteen hours in the open air, was 

a feycre 


( 29. 00 1 
a ſevere hardſhip. About ſeven 
o'clock the hoar fog was ſucceeded 
by froſt and moon- light. The car- 
rying of my friend kept me warm 
it is true, but I began to be tired, 
while he ſuffered every thing that 
froſt, the pain of a diſlocated foot, 
which I in vain endeavoured to 
| reſet, and the danger of death from 
a thouſand hands, could inflict, 
We were ſomewhat more tran- 
quil however having reached the 
oppoſite ſhore of the Neiſs, ſince no 
body would purſue us on the road 
to Sileſia. , I followed the courſe of 
the river for half an hour, and hav- 
ing once paſſed the firſt villages 
that formed the line of deſertion, 
with which Schell was perfectly 
acquainted, we in a lucky moment 
found a fiſherman's boat moored tb 
the ſhore: into this we leaped, 
G 8 * 


croſſed 


( 139 ) 
eroſſed the river again, and don 
gained the mountains. 

Here being come, we fat ourſelves 
down awhile on the ſnow; hope 
revived in our hearts, and we held 
council concerning how it was beſt 
to act. I cut a ſtick to aſſiſt Schell 
in hopping forward, as well as he 
could, when I was tired of carrying 
him; and thus we continued our 
route, the difficulties of which were 
increaſed by the mountain ſnows. 

Thus paſſed the night, during 
which, up to the middle in ſnow, 
ve made but little way. There 
4 were no paths to be traced in the 
by mountains, and they were in many 
= places impaſſable. Day at length 
1 appeared: we thought ourſelves. 

near the frontiers, which are twenty 
Engliſh miles from Glatz, when we 
ſuddenly, to our great terror, heard. 
the city clock ſtrike, 


Over- | 


4 


| ( 1 9 
Overwhelmed, as we were, by 
hunger, cold, fatigue, and pain, it 
was "Impoſſible 'we , ſhould hold out 
through the day. Aſter ſome con- 
ſideration, and another half hour's- 
labour, wg ame to 4 withige, at he 
foot of the mountain, on the fide of 
which, about thee, hundred paces 
from Vs, we perceived two . 
houſes, which inſpired us uind 8 
ſtratagem bet was ſucceſsful. * | : 
We loft our hats, in leaping the 
ramparts; but Schell had preſerved® . - 
his ſearf and gorget; which would 
give him eue among the pea- 
ſants. 5 
then cut my finger, rubbed he 3 
blood over my face, my ſhirt, and 
my coat, and bound up my head, 
to give myſelf che appearance of a. 


man dangerouſly wound ed. ? 
in this condition 1 carried. Schell bw. by : 
to the end of the wood not far from A 
66 theſe - 
N 


* 


' FF 
ne 
theſe houſes; here he tied my hands 
behind my back, but ſo that I could 
eaſily diſenga ge them in caſe of 
need; and hobbled after me, by aid 
of his ſtaff, calling for . 

Two old peaſants appeared, and 
Schell commanded them to run 
to the village, and tell a magiſtrate | 
to come immediately with * cart. 
e J have ſeized this knave,” added 
he, © who has killed my horſe, and 
ce jn the ſtruggle I have put out my 
« ancle; however I have wounded 

- cc and bound him ; fly quickly, bring 
cc a cart, leſt he ſhould die before he 
ce js hanged,” 

As for me, I fuffered myſelf w. to 
be led, as if half dead, into the 
houſe. A peaſant was diſpatched to 
the village. An old woman and a 

Pretty girl ſeemed to take great pity 
on me, and gave me ſome bread and 


milk: but how great was our aſto- 
2 niſhment 


G 
niſhment when the aged peaſant. 
called Schell by his name, and told 
him he well knew we were deſerters, 
having the night before been at a 
neighbouring alehouſe, where the 
officer in purſuit of us came, named 
and deſcribed us, and related the 
whole hiſtory of our flight. The 
peaſant knew Schell, becauſe his ſon 
ſerved in his company, and had often 
ſpoken of him when he was quar- 
| tered at Habelſchwert. 2 
Preſence of mind and reſolutions 


were all that were now leſt. I in- 


ſtantly ran to the ſtable, while Schell | 
_ detained the peaſant in the chamber. 
He however was a worthy man, 


and dirtkted him the road bommd 


Bohemia. We were till but about 
ſome ſeven miles from Glatz, having 
loſt ourſelves among the mountains, 
where we had wandered many miles; «* 
The daughter followedanyy L foul | 
three 


S. 
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three horſes in the ſtable, but no 
bridles. I conjured her, in the moſt 
paſſionate manner,, to aſſiſt me: ſhe 
was affected, ſeemed half willing to 
follow me, and gave me two bridles. 
J led the horfes to the door, called 
Schell, and helped him, with his 
lame leg, on horſeback. The 
old peaſant then began to weep,, 
and beg I would not take his horſes; 
but he luckily wanted courage, and 
perhaps the will to impede us; for 
with nothing more than a dung-ſork, 
in our then feeble condition, he 
might have ſtopped us long enough 
to have called in aſſiſtance from 


| the village. =, A Po it 


And now behold us a horſe- 


bel without hats or ſaddles; 


Schell with his uniform ſearf and 
gorget, and I in my red regimental 
coat. Still were we in danger of 


ſeeing all our hopes vaniſh, for my 


- 
— 


* horſe 


* . * 


* 
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korſe would not ſtir from the ſtables 
however, at laſt, good horſeman 


like, I made him move: Schell led 
the way, and we had ſcarcely gone 
a hundred paces before we perceived 


the peaſants coming in crowds 
from the village. 


As kind fortune Toll have it, 


the people were all at church, it 
being a feſtival : the peaſants Schell. 
had ſent were obliged to call aid 
out of church. It was but nine in 
the morning; and had the peaſants 
been at home, we had been loſt paſt 
redemption. | | | 
We were obliged to take the road 
to Wunſhelburg, and paſs through 


the town where Schell had been 


quartered a month before, and in 


which he was known by every body. 


Our dreſs, without hats or ſaddles, 
ſufficiently proclaimed we were de- 
ſerters: our horſes however continued 

to 
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to go tolerably well, and we had the 
good luck to get through the town, 
although there was. a garriſon of 
one hundred and eighty infantry, 
and twelve horſe, purpoſely to arreſt 
deſerters. Schell knew the road 
to Brummem, where we arrived at 
eleven o clock, after having met, 


as I before mentioned, Captain 
Zerbſt. | 
He who has been in the Gas 


ſituation only can imagine, though 
he never can deſcribe, all the joy we 


felt. An innocent man, languiſhing 
in a dungeon, who, by his own en- 
deavours, has broken his chains 
and regained his liberty, in deſpit 
of all the arbitrary power of princes, 
who vainly would oppoſe him, con- 
ceives in moments like theſe ſuch 
an abhorrence of deſpotiſm, that I 
could not well comprehend how I 
ever could reſolve to live under 

FS governs 
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governments where wealth, content | 
honour, liberty, and life, all depend 
upon a maſter's will, and -wno, were 
his intentions the moſt pure, could 
not be able, ſingly, to do Juſtice c to a 
whole nation. C 

Never did I, during life, feet 
pleaſure more exquiſite than at this 
moment. My friend for me had 
riſced a ſhameful death, and now, 
after having carried him at leaſt 
twelve hours on my fhoulders, 1 
had faved both him and myſelf} _ 
We certainly ſhould not have ſuf- : - 
lered any man to bring us, alive, back. 172 
again to Glatz. Yet this was but the 
&rt act of the tragedy. of which I. 


was doomed the hero, and mY * 


mournful incidents of which alk. 
aroſe out of, and depended on, each 
other. 


Could 1 have read the back of 3 


fate, and DAVE 1 the forty years 
— | 
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fearful afflictions that were to folk 
low, I certainly fhould not have 
xejoiced at this my eſcape from 
Glatz. One year's patience might 
have appeaſed the irritated monarch, 
and, taking a retroſpect of all that 
has paſſed, I now find it would 
| have been a fortunate circumſtance, 
had the good and faithful Schell 
and I never met, ſince he alſo fell 
into a train of - misfortunes, which 
I ſhall hereafter relate, and from 
which he could never extricate 
himſelf, but by death. The fuffers 
ings which I have Gnce undergong 
will be read with aſtoniſhment... » 
It is my conſolation that both th 
laws of honour and nature juſtify 
the action. I may ſerve as an ex- 
ample of the fortitude with which 
danger ought to be encountered, and 
ew monarchs that in Germany, | 
as well as in Rome, there are men: 
: | who 
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who refuſe to crouch beneath the 
yoke of deſpotiſm, and that philoſo- 
phy and reſolution are ſtronger than 
even thoſe lords of ſlaves, with all 
their threats, whips, tortures, and 
inſtruments of death, 

In Pruſſia, where my ſufferings 
might have made me ſuppoſed the 
worlt of traitors, is my innocence 
univerſally acknowledged; and in- 
ſtead of contempt, there have I gain- 
ed the love of the whole nation, 
which is the beſt compenſation for 
all the ills J have ſuffered, and lar 


having perſevered in the virtuous " Ts "4 


principles taught me in my out, 
perſecuted, as I have been, by envy, 
and malicious power. 1 have not 
time further to moralize ; the nu- 


merous incidents of my life would, 
otherwiſe, ſwell theſe volumes to too. 
great an extent. 


Thus 


— 
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Thus in freedom at Braunau, om 


the Bohemian frontiers,” I ſent the 
two horſes, with the oorporal's. 
ſword, back to General Fouquet, at 
Glatz. The letter accompanying 
them was ſo pleaſing to him that 
all the centinels, before my priſon 
door, as well as the guard under: 
arms, and alt thoſe we paſſed, were 
obliged to run the gauntlet, although, 
the very dax before, he had himſelf 
declared my eſcape was now render- 
ed impoſſible, He however was 
"deceived and thus do the mean re- 
4 venge themſelves on the miſerableg 
_— andl the tyrant on the innocent. 

And nos for the firſt time did I quit 
my country and fly like Joſeph from 
the pit into which his falſe brethren- 
had caſt him: and in this the preſent: 
moment of joy for my eſcape, the 
loſs even of friends and country 
| ap- 
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appeared to me the exceſs of good 
fortune. N 

The eſtates which had been pur 
chaſed by the blood of my fore - 
fathers were eonfiſcated; and thus 


was a youth, of one of the nobleſt 


families in the land, whoſe heart was 


all zeal for the ſervice of his king 


and country, and who was among 
thoſe moſt capable to render them 
ſervice, baniſhed by this unjuſt and 
miſled King, and treated like the 
worſt of miſcreants, malefactors, and 
traitors, 

I wrote to the King, and ſet dies 
2 true ſtate of my caſe; ſent indu- 
bitable proofs of my innocence, and 
ſupplicated Juſtice, but received 
no anſwer. -; 

In this the monarch may * julti⸗ 
fied, at leaſt in my apprehenſion. A 
wicked man had maliciouſiy and 
falſely accuſed me; Colonel Ja- 

| Ny 
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ſchinſky had made him ſuſpe& me 
for a traitor, and it was impoſlible 
he ſhould read my heart. The firſt 

act of injuſtice had been haſtily com. 
mitted; I had been condemned un- 
| heard, unjudged, and the injuſtice 
that. had been done me was known 
too late; Frederic the Great found 
he was not infallible. Pardon 1 
would not aſk, for I had committed 
no offence; and the King would not 
probably on, by a reverſe of con- 
duct, he had been guilty of injuſtice. 
My reſolution increaſed his obſti- 
naey ; but, in the diſcuſſion of the 
cauſe, our power was very unequal. 
The monarch once really loved me; 
he meant my puniſhment ſhould only 
be temporary, and as a trial of my 
fidelity. That I had been condemned 
to no more than a year's impriſonment 
had never been told me, and was 
fact I did not learn till long after. 
| le! Major 
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Major Doo, who as I have ſaid 
Was the creature of Fouquet, a mean 
and covetous man, knowing I had 
money, had always acted the part of 
2 protector, as he pretended to me, 
and continually told me I was con- 
demned for life. He perpetually 
turned the converſation, on the great 
credit of his general with the King, 
and his,-own great credit with the 
general. For the preſent of a horſe, 
on which I rode to Glatz, he gave 
me the freedom of walking about 
the fottreſs 3 and for another, worth 
a hundred ducats, I reſcued Enſign 
Reitz from death, who had been be- 
trayed when endeavouring to effect 
our eſcape. I haye been aſſured 
that, on that very day on which I. 
ſnatched his ſword from his fide; deſ- 
perately paſſed through the garriſon, . 
and leaped the walls of the rampart, 
he was s cxpecialy come to tell me, after 
| ſome 
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fome prefatory threats, that by his 
_ general's interceſſion, | my *puniſh- 
ment was only to be a year's im- 
priſonment, and that conſequently 
I ſhould be releaſed in a few days. 1 
Ho vile were means like th 
to wreſt money from the unfortu- 
nate! The King, after this my mad 
fight, certainly, was never informed 
of the major's baſe cunning; he 
could only be told that, rather than 
wait a few days, I had choſen, in this 
deſperate manner, to make my eſcape, 
and go over to the ene. 

Thus deceived and ren gthened 
in his fuſpicion, muſt he not ima- 
gine my deſire to forſake my coun- 
try, and deſert to the enemy, was 
unbounded? How could he do other- 
wiſe than impriſon a ſubject, who 
thus endeavoured to injure him, and 
aid his foes? Thus, by the calum- 
nies of n men, did my cruel 
* 


\ 
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deſtiny daily become more ſevere; 
and at length render the deceived 
monarch irreconcileable and cruel. 

Yet how could it be ſuppoſed 
that I would not willingly have re- 
mained three weeks longer in. priſon, 
to have been honourably reſtored to 
liberty; to have prevented the con · | 
fiſcation of my. eſtate; and to have 
once more returned to my loved % 
miſtreſs at Berlin? 4 

And now was I, in Bohemfi, b xt 
gitive ſtranger, without money; pro- 
tector, or friend, and . twenty 
years of age. 

In the *campaign of 1704. I had 
been quartered at Braunau, with 2 
weaver whom 1 adviſed, and aſſiſted, 
to bury his effects, and preſerve them 
from being plundered. The worthy 
man received us with joyand gratitude. 
I had lived in this ſame houſe, but 
two years before, as abſolute maſter - 
Vol. I. Fa "ER of | 
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hopes of futurity: but now I came 


purſe, and Schell forty kreutzers, or 


cure his ſprain, and eee for al 


this ſhould ſeem a juſtification, of 
all my imputed treaſons; J rather 
dient. The greater my delicacy was, 


I wrote to my miſtreſs at Berlin, but 
* no anſwer; poſſibly be- 
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of him and his fate. 1 had, then, 
nine horſes, and five ſervants, wick 


the higheſt and moſt favourable 


a fugitive, ſeeking protection, and 
having loſt all a youth like me = 
to loſe. 1 

- T had but a angle louis om 


ſome three ſhillings: with this ſmall 
ſum, in a ſtrange country, we had to 


our wants. Wo sf? 


I was determined not to go to my: 
couſin Trenck, at Vienna, fearful 


wiſhed to embark for the Eaſt Indies, 
than to have recourſe to. this expe- 


the greater became my diſtreſs, I 


3 cCauſe 


C 7 5 


tain mode of conveyance My mo- 

ther believed me guilty, and aban- 
doned me; my brothers were ſtill 
minors, and my friend, at Schweid- 
nitz, could not aid me, being gone 
to Konigſberg. F 

After three weeks abode at Brau- 
nau, my friend recovered of his 
lameneſs. We had been obliged to 
ſell my watch, with his ſcarf, and 
gorget, to ſupply our nebeſſities; and 
had only four florins remaining - 

From the publie ꝓapers I learnt, 
my couſin, the Auſtrian | Trenck, 
was, at this time, tloſely, confined; 
and under criminal proſecution, It 
will eaſily be imagined what effect 
this news had upon me. 

Never, till now, had I felt any in- 
convenience from poverty; my wants 
had all been amply ſupplied, and 
[ had ever lived among, and been 


cauſe I could not indicate any ies 8 
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bighly loved and eſteemed by, the 
firſt people of the land. I was now 
deſtitute, without aid, -and undeter- 
mined how to ſeek. apples or 
obtain fame. 
At length I determined 4 travel, 
on foot, to Pruſſia, to my mother, and 
obtain money from her, and after- 
ward enter into the Ruſſian ſervice. 
Schell, whoſe deſtiny, was linked to 
mine, would not forſake me. We 
aſſumed falſs names: I called my- 
elt, Knert, and Schell, Leſch; then | 
obtaining paſſports, like common 
deſerters, We left Braunau on the 
 .aiſt of Januaty in the evening, 
unſeen of any perſon, and proceeded 
towards Bilitz, in Poland. A friend 
I had at Neurode gave me a pair of 
pocket piſtols, a muſket, and three 
ducats: the money was ſpent at Brau- 
Nay, Here let me take occaſion to 
u. I had lent this friend, in 
4 . urgent 
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urgent neceſſityʒ a hundred ducats;, 
which he ſtill owed me; and, when'F 
ſent to requeſt payment, he returned 
me three, as if I had aſked charity. 
Though a circuinſtäntial:deſcrip- 
tion of our travels would alone fill a 
volume, 1 ſhall only relate the mot 
ſingular accidents which happened 
to us; 1 ſhall alſo inſert the journal 
of our route, which my friend Schell 
had preſerved, and gave me, in 1776. 
when he came to ſee me at Aix-la-- 
Chapelle, after an abſence of ory 
years. WP 

This may be called the firſt Kune 
in which I appeared as an adven- 1 
turer, and perhaps my good fortune 
may even have overbalanced the bad, 
ſince I have eſcaped death full thirty? 
times when the chances were at leaſt: 
a hundred to one againſt me: Wee 
it is, I. undertook many things, in 
mhich. | 2 ſeemed to have owed my. 
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preſervation to the yery raſhnefs of 
the action, and in which others equal. 
Iy brave would have found — 
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Of travels on foot, from "WERE in 
Bohemia, through Bilitz, in Poland, 
to Meferitz ; and from Meſeritz, by 
Thorn, to Elbing ; in the whole 169 
miles, performed ne begging 
or fealing. 


Jan, 18, 1747. From W by 
Politz, to Nachod, three miles,” we 
having three florins, forty-five kreut- | 
zers in our purſe. 


The German mile contains from four to 
ſeven Engliſh miles, and this variation appears 
todepend on the ignorance of the people, and 
on the roads being in ſome places but little 

frequented. It ſeems probable, the Baron 
and his pany might travel about 800 * 
— T. 

Jan. 
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Jan. 19. To Neuſtadt, Here Schell 
bartered his uniform for an old coat; 
and a Jew gave him two florins fif- 
teen kreutzers in exchange; from 


hence we went to Reichenauz in all 


three miles. 


Jan. 20. We went to Leikes- . 


ſchel, five miles. Here I bought a 
loaf hot out of the oven, which eat- 
ing greedily, had nearly cauſed 1 
death. This obliged us to reſt 42 


.% 
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day, and the extravagant charge of 27 


the landlord almoſt emptied our 
purſe. . 

Jan. 22. From Tribau to Zuit- 
taw in Moravia, four miles. 

Jan. 23. To, Sternberg, fix miles. 
This day's journey exceſſively fa- 
tigued poor Schell; his ſprained 
ancle being ſtill extremely weak. 
Jan. 24. To Leipnitz, four miles; 
in a deep ſnow, and with empty 
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ftomachs. Here 1 ſold my ſtock- 
buekle for four florins. 
Jan. 25. To Freyberg, by Weif. 
kirch, to Drachotuſeh, five miles. 
Early in the morning we found a 
violin and caſe on the road; the 
innkeeper in Weiſkirch gave us two 
florins for it, on condition that he 
mould return it to the owner, on 
oving his right, it bv worth at 
leaſt twenty, © * 
Jan. 26. To Freideck, in Upper 
| Sileſia, two miles. 
f Jan. 27. To a village, four miles 
and a half. 
Jan. 28. Through Scotſcha, w t 
Bilitz, three miles. This was the 
laſt: Auſtrian town on the frontiers of 
Poland; and Captain Capi, of the 
regiment of Mariſchall, who com- 
manded the garriſon, demanded our 
paſſports. We had falſe names, 
and called ourſelves common Pruſ- 
- ſian 


* 
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ſian deſerters; but a- drummer, who 
had deſerted Fromm; Glarz, knew us, 
and betrayed us to the captain, who 
immediately arreſted us very rude- 
ly, and ſent us on foot to Teſchin, 
refuſing . us a: hearing, four miles 
diſtaat. A 
Here we foupd Ea: Colo» 
nel Baron Schwarzer, a perfectly 
worthy man, who was highly inter- * 
eſted in our behalf, and who blamed 
the irregular arbitrary conduct of 
Captain Capi. Iz frankly. related 
my adventures, and he uſed every 
poſſible argument to perſuade me, 
inſtead of continuing my journey 
through Poland, to go to Vienna; 
but in vainz my good genius, this 5 | 
time, pteſerved me: would to God: 
it had ever! How many miſeries had 
then avoidedʒ and hom vaſily might 
1 have eſcaped. the ſnares ſpread: for 
m by the powerful, who have ſeized 
H 5. © 00 


C - 
f : 
. 


( 154 ) 
om my property, and in order to ſe. 
cure it, have hitherto rendered me 
uſeleſs to the ſtate, by depriving me 
of all poſt or employment. 
I returned therefore a fecond 
time to Bilitz, travelling theſe four 
miles once more. Schwarzer lent 
us his own horſe, and four ducats, 
which 1 have ſince repaid, but 
which I ſhall never forget, as they 
were of ſignal ſervice to me, and 
procured me a pair of new boots. 
Irritated agaipſt Captain Capi, 
we paſfed through Bilitz without 
ſtopping, went immediately to Biala, 
the firft town in Poland, and from, 
thence I ſent Capi a challenge to 
fight me, with ſword or piſtol, but 
received no anſwer ; and his non- 
appearance has ever confirmed him 
min my opinion a raſcal. 
And here ſuffer me to take a 
retroſpective view of what was my 
FO then 
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then ſituation, By the orders 'of C 12 


Capi, I was ſent priſoner as a con- 
temptible common deſerter, and was 
unable to eall him to account. In 
Poland, indeed, I had that power, 
but was deſpiſed as a vagabond, be- 
cauſe of my poverty. What, alas! 


are the advantages which the love 
of honour, ſcience, courage, or de- 


ſire of fame can beſtow, wanting 
the means that ſhould introduce us 


to, and bid us walk erect in preſence -. 
of our equals? Youth depreſſed by 


poverty, is robbed of the ſociety . of 
thoſe who beſt can afford example: 


and inſtruction. I had lived fami- 


liar with the great; men of genius 
had formed and enlightened me; 
I had been enumerated among the 
favourites of a court; and now was 
La ſtranger, unknown, uneſteemed, . 
nay, contemned, obliged. to endure 


the extremes of cold, hunger, and 
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thirſt; to wander many a weary milt, 
| ſuffering both in body and mind, 
while every | | ſep led me bare 
from her n moſt L loved, and 
| deareſt; yet-had'I no fixed plan, no 
certam knowledge in what theſe wad 
labours and ſufferings ſnould end. 
I was too proud to diſcover my · 
ſelf; but indeed to whom could I 
diſcover «myſelf in a ſtrange land? 
My name might have availed me in 
Auſtria, but in Auſtria, where this 
name was known would J not remain; 
rather than ſeek my fortune there, I 
was determined to ſhun whatever. 
might tend to render me ſuſpicious in 
the eyes of my country. How liable 
was a temper, ſo ardent as mine, in 
the midſt of difficultes, fatigues, 
and diſappointments, hard to endure, 
to betray me into all thoſe errors of 
Which raſh youth, unaccuſtomed to 
7 hardſbip, impatient of contrariety, 
ar e 
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are ſo often guilty'! But I had taken 


my reſolution; and ni faithful F 
Schell, to whom hunger, or caſe, ; "2 
contempt, or fame, for my ſake, 
were become indifferent, dic FD | 
erer I deſired, 7 WD, ol 

Once more to my journal. 

Feb. 1. We proceeded four An | 
from Biala to Oſwintzin, T-haying, 
determined to aſk aid from-my-ſiſter,, 
who had married Waldow, and lived, 
much at her eaſe, on a fine eſtate 
at Hanmer in Brandenburgh, be- 
tween Lanſberg on the Warta and 
Meſeritz, a frontier town of Poland... 
Eor this reaſon we continued our 
route all along the Sileſian confinen | 
to Meſerit. 1 05 

Feb 2. To Bobrek 2 Elkuſch, | 
five miles, We ſuffered much this day, 
becauſe of the ſnow, and that the light- 
neſs of our dreſs was ill ſuited to ſuch oy. 


ſevere weather. Schell, negligently, 
; I. 25 75 loſt 
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bf our purſe, in which were nine 
florins, had ſtill, however, nine- | 
teen groſch in * n half 
a crown). 
Feb. 3. To Crumelew, cos 
miles; :. and 
Feb. 4. To Wladowiegud Jo- 
xeck,. three miles more; and from 
| thence, on | 
Feb. 3. To Czenſtochowa,. where 
there is a magnificent convent, con- 
oerning which, had I room, I might 
write many remarkable things, much 
to the diſgrace of its inhabitants. 
We ſlept at an inn kept by a 
very worthy man, whoſe name was 
Lazar. He had been a lieutenant 
in the Auſtrian ſervice, where he 
had ſuffered much, and was now be- 
come a poor inkeeper in Poland. 
We had not a penny in our purſe, 
and requeſted a bit of bread. The 
generous man had compaſſion on 
| 1 
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us, and deſired us to fit down, and 
eat with himſelf. I then told him 
' who we were, and truſted him with 
the motives of our journey. Scarce- 
ly had we ſupped, before a carriage” +» 
arrived, with three people. They 
had their own horſes, a ſervant, and 
a coachman. 

This is a remarkable 8 
and I muſt relate it circumſtantially,. 
though as briefly as poſſible, _ 2 

We had before met this carriage 
at Elkuſch, and one of theſe people 
had aſked Schell where we were go» 
ing: he had replied, to Czenſtochowa z. 

ve therefore had not the leaſt ſuſ- 
picion of them, notwithſtanding the 
danger we ran. | | 

They lay at the inn, ſaluted us, 
but with indifference, not ſeeming 
to notice us, and ſpoke little. We had 


not been long in bed before our hoſt 

came to awaken us, and told us, with 

ſurpriſe, theſe pretended merchants 
"Wo: wer? 
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; fence. 


ral Fouquet, to recover, us. 


We clearly kae thele » were an offi« 
cer and under-officers ſent by Gene- 


were” ſent: to arreſt'us from Pruſſia s: 


that they had offered, firſt, fifty; 
afterwards, a A ducats, if he 


would permit them to take us in his 
houſe, and carry us into Sileſia: that | 
he had firmly rejected the propoſal, 
though they had increaſed their pro- 
miſes; and that at laſt they had 
given him ſix ducats to engage his. 


* 


We 


conjectured by what means they 
had diſcovered our route, and ima- 
gined the information they had re- 
ceived - could only come from one 
Lieutenant Mollinie, of the garriſon 
of Habelſchwert, who had come to 
viſit Schell, as'a friend, during our 
ſtay at Braunau. He had remained 
* with us two days, and had aſked many 
| queſtions concerning the road we 
ſhould take, and he was the only one 
wha 


W 
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who knewit. He was probably the 

ſpy of Fouquet, and the cauſe of - 

what happened afterwards, which, 

however, ended in ho defeat of our 

enemies. e eee 

The moment I heard of this in- 

famous 'treachety,1 was for entering 

with my piſtols primed, into the 

enemy's chamber, but was pre- 

vented by Schell and Lazar: the 

latter entreated me, in the ſtrongeſt | | 

manner, to remain at his houſe Bly .. /- + 

I ſhould reeeive a ſupply from my 

mother, that 1 might be enabled to 

continue my journey with more eaſe 

and leſs danger: but his entreaties 

were ineffectual, I was determined 

to ſee her, uncertain as I was of _ 

what effect my letter had produced. "yh 

Lazar aſſured me we ſhould, moſt 4 

infallibly, be attacked on the road. 

So much the better, retorted 1 

< that will give me an n 
| * of: =_ 


4 & 
. 


_ wiſe, but Lazar, in ſome ſort, forci- 


* 
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of diſpatching them, ſending them 


c to the other world, and ſhooting 
te them as I would highwaymen,” | 
They departed at break of day, and 


took the road to Warſaw. 


We would have been gone, like. 


bly detained us, and gave us the fix 
ducats he had received from the 


Pruſſians, with which we bought vs 
each a ſhirt, another pair of pocket 


Piſtols, and other urgent neceſſaries 
then took an affectionate leave of 
our hoſt, who directed us on our 
way, and we teſtified our gratitude 
for the great ſervices. done us. 
Feb. 6. From Czenſtocho wa. to 
Dankow, two miles. Here we ex- 
pected an attack, Lazar had told 


us our enemies had only one muſket; 
J alſo, had a. muſket, and an excel- 
ent ſabre, and each of us was pro- 
wided with a pair of piſtols, They: 


knew 


1 
4 : 
4% | | 
. 
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knew not we were ſo well armed, 


which perhaps was the cauſe of 


their panic, when they « came to en- 
gage. | 

Feb. 7. We took the road to 
parſemechi: we had not been an 
hour on the road before we ſaw a 
carriage: as we drew near, we knew 
it to be that of our Enemies, who 


pretended it was ſet in the ſnow, 


They were round it, and when they Dy 


ſaw us approach, began to call for 
help. This, we gueſſed, was an arti- 
fice to entrap us. Schell was not 
ſtrong ; they would all have fallen 
upon me, and we ſhould eaſily have 


been carried off, for they wanted to 


take us alive. 


We left the cauſeway about 
thirty paces, anſwering, „we had 
* not time to give them help; 
at which they all ran to their car- 


riage, drew out their piſtols, and 
return- 8 


#4. 


„ 
returning full ſpeed after us, called, 
Stop, raſcals! We began to run, but 
7 ſuddenly turning round, preſented 
my piece, and ſhot the neareſt dead 


on the ſpot. Schell fired his piſtols; 
our oppoſers did che ſame, and 
Schell received a ball in the neck at 
| this diſcharge, - It was now my turn; 
1 took out my piſtols, one of the 
aſſailants fled, and I enraged, pur- 
ſued him three hundred paces, over- 
took him, and as he was. defending 
himſelf with his ſword, perceiving | 
he bled and made a feeble reſiſtance, 
preſſed upon him, and gave him a 
ſtroke that brought him down.  E 
inſtantly returned to Schell, whom 
1 found i in the power of two others 
chat were dragging him towards the 
cartiage, but when they ſaw me at 
their heels, they fled over the fields. 
The coachman, perceiving which way 
7911S 5 


4 
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the battle went, leaped on his box, 
and drove off full ſpeed. | 


Schell, though delivered, was 


wounded with a ball in the neck, 


and by a cut in the right hand, 


which had made him drop his ſword, 


though he affirmed he had run one 


of his adverſaries through. 
I took a filver watch from the 


man I had killed, and was going to 


make free with his purſe, when 
Schell called, and ſhowed me a 
coach and ſix coming down a hill. 
To ſtay. would have expoſed us to 


| have been impriſoned as highway 


men: for the two fugitives,” who 
had eſcaped vs, would certainly have 
-borne witneſs againſt us. Safety 
only could be found in fAigh 


1 
however, ſeized the muſket an hat 


of him I had firſt killed, and we 


then gained the copſe, and after 


that the foreſt, The road was 
ound 


* 
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 eound about, and it was night befors 
we reached Parſemechi. 
Schell was beſmeared with blood; 
T had bound up his wound the beſt 
I could; but in Poliſh villages, no 
ſurgeons are to be found, and he per- 
formed his journey with great diffi- 
culty. We met with two Saxon un- 
der- officers here, who were recruiting 
for the regiment of guards at Dref-. 
den. My ſix-feet height and perſon 
pleaſed them, and they immedi- 
ately made themſelves acquainted 
2 with me. I found them intelligent, 
=_ and entruſted them with our ſecret, 
1 '- told them who we were, related the 
battle we had that day had with our. 
| purſuers, and I had not reaſon torepent 
of my confidence in them. Schell 
had his wounds dreſt, and we re- 
mained ſeven” days with theſe good 
Saxons, who faithfully kept us com- 
pany. 


J learned, 


6 yo 
1 learned meantime, that of the” 
four men by whom we had been 
aſſaulted, one only, and the cbach⸗ 
man, returned alive to Glatz. The 
name of the officer, who undertook 
this vile- buſineſs, was Gerſdorf;. he- 
had a hundred and fifty ducats in 
his pocket when found dead. How- 
great would our good fortune have 
been, had not that curſed coach and 
ſix, by its appearance, made us take 
to flight; fince the booty would 
have been moſt juſt! Fortune, this. 
time, did. not favour the innocent; 
and though treacheroufly attacked, 
I was obliged: to. eſcape like a 
guilty wretch. We ſold the watch 
to a Jew ſor; four ducats, the hat ſor 

three florins and a half, and be- 

muſket for a ducat, Schell being 
unable to carry it farther. We 
left moſt of this money behind us at 
Parſemechi. A Jew ſurgeon ſold: 
us 
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us ſome dear plaiſters, which we took 
with us, and departed. -- | -.. 

Feb. 15. From Parſemechi, through 
Vielum, to Biala, four miles. 


Schwarzwald, three miles. 15 
Feb. 18. To Sdune, four ming 
Feb. 19. To- Goblin, two miles. 

Here we arrived, wholly deſtitute 

of money. I ſold my coat to a 


Jew, who gave me four florins and 
4 coarſe” waggoner's frock, in ex- 


change, which I did not think 1 


ſhould long need, as we now drew 


nearer to where my ſiſter lived, and 
where I hoped I ſhould be better 
equipped. Schell, however, grew 


© = weaker and weaker; his wounds 
healed ſlowly, and were expenſive; 


the cold alſo was injurious to him, 


and, as he was not by nature 
cleanly 


Feb. 16. Through Jeriſchow to 
Miſorcen, four miles and a half. 
Feb. 17. To Oſterkow-ẽ—B and 


| | . 
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cleanly in his perſon, his body ſoon 

became the harbour of every ſpecies 

of vermin to be picked up in Po- 

land. We often arrived wet and 

weary, to our ſmoky, reeking · 

ſtove- room. Often were we obliged” 

to lie on ſtraw, or the bare boards; 

and the various hardſhips we ſuffered 

are almoſt. incredible; Wander- 

ing as we did in the midſt of 

winter, through Poland, where hu 

manity, hoſpitality,” and gentle pityg 

are ſcarcely” ſo much a&knowii by / 

name; where mercileſs Jews den - 

the poor traveller a bed, and where 

we, diſconſdlately, ſtrayed ' without” | 

bread, and almoſt naked; theſe: -- * 

were ſufferings, the füll extent of 

which he only can conceive” br 

whom they have been felt; My 

muſket now and then procured us 

an occaſional meal of tame geeſe, agu 

cocks and hens; when theſe were to 
Vor. I. 1 „% „ 


* 
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be had; otherwiſe, we never took or 
touched any thing that was not our 
own. We (met with Saxon and 
Pruſſian recruiters at various places; 
all of whom, on account of my 
youth and ſtature, were eager to 
inveigle me. I was highly diverted 
to hear them enumerate all the poſſi- 
bilities of future greatneſs, and how 
liable I was hereafter to become a 
corporal :, nor was I leſs merry with 
their mead, ale, and brandy, given 
with an intent to make me drunk. 
Thus had we many artifices to guard 
againſt; but thus had we, likewiſe, 
very luckily for 0 g a Sol 
meal gratis. p 
de 24% We went Perk Goblin | 
; to Pugnitz, three miles and a half, 
Feb. 22. Through Snoqchneibs to 
Schmiegel, four mile. 
f 9 happened a ſingular 4 
ture. ;T he peaſants at 9 Ve 
Re: "4 L were 


were dancing to a vile ſcraper on 
the violin: T took the inſtrument 
myſelf, and played' while "they con- 
tinued - their Kilarity. They were 
much pleaſed with my playing ; but 
when I was tired, and defired to 
have done; they obliged me, firſt by - 
importunities, and afterwards by. 
threats, to play on all night. I was: 
ſo fatigued, thought I ſhould have * 
füntec at length, they quarrelled [| 
among themſelves. Schell was 'fleep=" 
ing on a bench, and ſome of them fell 
on his wounded hand: he roſe furi- 
ous 3 1 ſeized our arms, began to lay” | 
about me, and while all Was in con- 
fuſion, we nen without farther® 


111 treatment. 1 Lan 28 [| _ . | 
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What ample ſubject of meditation 
on the various turns of fate did this" 
night afford! But two years hugh 
1 danced at Berlin, with the ugb- 
ters and Gſters of- Kings; what? 

1 2 | 
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was I, in a Poliſh hut, a ragged, 
almoſt naked, muſician, playing for 
the ſport of ignorant ruſtics, whom 
I, was at laſt obliged to fight. 
I was myſelf the cauſe. of the 
tifling misfortune that befe] me on 
this occaſion. Had not my vanity 
led me to ſhow. theſe poor peaſants. 
Jwas a muſician; I might have ſlept 
in peace and ſafety. The ſame vain. 
deſire, of proving I knew. more than 
other men, made me through life 
the continued victim of envy and 
ſlander. Had nature too beſtowed 
on me a weaker, or a deformed. 
body, I had been leſi obſerved, leſs. 
cCourted, leſs ſought, and my adven - 
tures and miſhaps had been ſewer. 
Thus the merits of the man oſten 
become his miſeries and thus the 
bear, having learned to dance, muſt 
Live and die, 1 in chains. 
This ardour, this vanity, or, 1 
you 


g * 
' ' 
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you pleaſe, this emulation, has how- 
ever taught me to vanquiſh a thou- 
fand difficulties, under which others 
of cooler paſſions, and more tempe- 
rate defires, would have funk. May 
my example remain a warning, and 
thus may my fufferings become 
ſomewhat” profitable -to the world, 
cruel as, they have been to myſelf ! 
Cruel they were, and cruel they 


; received are not, will not, cannot, be 
| healed, _ 

Fed. 23. From Sehmiegel to 
Rakonitz, and from © thence to 


half. Here we ſold, to prevent 
dying of hunger, a ſhirt and Schell's 


ſchoſtack. I had ſhot a pullet the 


us to eat raw. I alſo Kkilled-a 
crow, which I devoured alone; 
13 __. Schell” 


muſt continue; for the wounds I have 


Karger Holland, four miles and a a 


waiſtcoat for eighteen groſch, or nine F. | 


day before, which neceſſity obliged 


( 2174. 15 : 

Schell refuſing to taſte. Youth Ne 
hard travelling created a voracious 
appetite, and our en Darn 
were ſoon exp ende. 
Feb. 24. We came through 


L 


Benzen to Lettel, four miles. Here 


we halted a day, to learn the road to 


Hammer, in Brandenburgh, where 


my ſiſter lived. I happened, lucki: 
ly, to meet with the wife of 2 
Pruſſian foldier, who lived at Lettel, 
and belonged to Kolſchen, where 
ſhe was born a vaſſal of my ſiſter's 
nufdand. I told her who I was, ing 
ſhe became our guide, 
Feb. 26. To Kurſchen! 5 ra. 
kenwalde. | 7 

Feb. 27. Through, Neuendorf | 
and Ooft, and afterwards through 
a pathleſs wood, five miles and a 


alt to Hammer, and here 1 knocked 
at my fiſter's door at nine o'clock in 


the evening. * 
A will | 


(O57 TJ. 


A maid ſervant came to the door, 


whom I knew; her name was Mary, 
and ſhe had been born and brought 
up in my father's houſe. She was 
cerrified at ſeeing a ſturdy fellow in 
a beggar's dreſs ; which perceiving, 


I aſked, Molly, do not you know me? 


She anſwered No, and I then diſco. 


vered myſelf to her. I aſked whe- 
ther my brother-in-law was at home. 


Mary replied, Yes; but he was lick / / 


in bed. Tell my ſiſter, then, ſaid 
I, that I am here. She ſhowed me 


into a room, _ wy litter ne 


came. 


She was AY at Sing me, not 
knowing that I had ' eſcaped from 
Glatz, and ran to em der huſ- 


band, but did not return. 


A quarter of an hour after the 


good Mary came weeping, and told 
us her maſter commanded us to 


quit the premiſes inſtantly, or he 
N | ſhould 


f 


: 
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mould be obliged to have us ar- 
reſted, and delivered up as priſoners. 
My ſiſter's huſband forcibly detain- 
ed her, and I ſaw her no more. 
What my feelings muſt be, at ſuch 
a moment, let the reader imagine. I 
was too proud, too enraged, to aſk 
money; I furiouſly left the houſe, 
 Uttering a thouſand menaces againſt 
Its inhabitants, while the kind-heart- 


ed Mary, ſtill weeping, gipped © three 
ducats into my hand, which I ac- 
cepted. 
And now behold us, once more, 
in the wood, which was not above a 
hundred paces from the houſe, half 
dead with hunger and fatigue, not 
daring to enter any habitation, while 
in the ftates of Brandenburgh, arid 


dragging our weary ſteps, all night, 

through ſnow and rain, until our 

guide at length brought us back, 
| i; va 
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at day-break, once | again to tas 
town of Lettel. | 
She, herſelf _ in pity at our 
fate, and I could only give her two 
ducats for the danger ſhe had run; ; 
but I bad her hope more in future; 
and 1 afterwards ſent for her to 
Vienna, in 17 51, where I took great 
care of her. She was about fifty 
years of age, and died my ſervant 
in Hungary, ſome weeks before my 
. unfortunate ' journey to Dantzic, » 
where I fell into my enemies hands, 
and remained ten years a priſoner at 
Magdeburg. | 
We had ſcarcely reached the wood, 
before, in the anguiſh of my heart, 
I exclaimed to Schell, pes not 
te ſuch a ſiſter, my friend, deſerve 1 
« ſhould fire her houſe over her 
te head? The wiſdom of modera- 
tion, and calm forbearance, was in 
91 à virtue of the higheſt order: 
| I 5 he 


. 
1 * 
* 
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fion, 55 rellect, that your ſiſter may 
© be innocent, may be withheld . 


« King diſcover we. had entered her 


% Be more noble minded, and think 


Co that even ſhould your ſiſter be 


= the indeſcribable pleaſure of re- 


advice, which in reality was a pro- 


$ 

| 
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he was my continual Mentor; my 
guide, whenever my choleric tempe- 
rament was diſpoſed to violence. 1 
therefore honour his aſhes; he i 


ſerved a. better fate. n 
« Friend,” ſaid be, on 7 occar 


dc her huſband ; beſides, ſhould the 


« doors, and. ſhe had. not delivered 


ce us again into bis power, ſhe might 
10 become as miſerable as we were. 


« wrong, the time may come when” 
<< her children may ſtand in need of 
« your aſſiſtance, and you may have 
« turning good for evil, 18 
I never ſhall forget his excellent * 


Pheey. My rich brother. in- law died, 
55 


n 

and, during the Ruſſian war, his lands 
and houſes were laid deſolate and in 
ruins; and, nineteen years aſterwards, 
when releaſed from my impriſon- 
ment at Magdeburg, I had an op- 
portunity of ſerving, the children of 
my ſiſter. Such are the turns of fate; 
and thus do improbabjlities become 
facts. % . N. 

My fſter juſtified her Sweet 


ten years after I was thus expelled 
her houſe, ſhe ſhewed, during my 
impriſonment, ſhe was really a ſiſter. 
She was ſhamefully betrayed. by 
Weingarten, ſecretary to the Auſtrian 
ambaſſador at Berlin; loſt t a 
her property, and at length, B11 
fell an innocent ſacrifice. to her 
broh !! 8 | 
This event, which is interwoven. 
with my tragical hiſtory, will be E 
lated. in the ſecond volume: my heart 
1 5 bleeds, 


. FF ab 


Schell had conjectured the truth; for [ 


f 
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bleeds, my very ſoul ſhudders, when 
I recolle& this dreadful ſcene, © 
T have not the means fully to re- 


| compenſe her children; and Wein- 


garten, the juſt object of vengeance, 
is long ſince in the grave; for did 


he exiſt, the earth ſhould: not hide 


him from my ſword. 
I ſhall now continue my journal : 


Deceived in the aid I expected, I was 


obliged to change my plan, and go 
to my mother, who lived in Pruſſia, 
nine miles beyond Konigſberg. 
Feb. 28. We continued, tired, 
anxious, and diſtreſſed, at Lettel, 
March 1. We went three miles 


to Pleeſe, and on 


March 2. A mile and ee. far». 


ther to Meſeritz. 


March 3. Through Werſebaum | 
to Birnbaum, three miles. ö 
Mareh 4. Through Zircke, Wru- 
neck, Obeſtchow, to Stubnitze, fe- | 


„ ven 


1 
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ven miles, in one day, three of which 
we had the good fortune to ride. 

March 5. Three miles to Rogo- 
ſen, where we arrived without ſo 
much as a heller to pay our lodging. 
The Jew innkeeper drove us out of 
his houſe ; we were obliged to wan- 
der all night, and at break of gay 
found we had ſtrayed two miles out 
of the road, E 

We entered a peaſant's cottage, | | 
where an old woman was drawing 
bread hot out of the ovens. We had 
no money to offer, and I felt, at this 
moment, the poflibility even of 
committing murder, for a morſel 
of bread, to ſatisfy the intolerable 
cravings of hunger. Shuddering, 
with torment inexpreſſible, at the 
thought, I haſtened out of the door, 

and we walked on two miles more to 
Wongrofze. | | 
Here I ſold my muſket for 2 

| | ducat, 
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ducat, which had procured us many 
a meal: ſuch was the extremity of 
our diſtreſs. We then ſatiated our 


appetites, after having been forty 


hours without food or ſleep, and 


having travelled. ten miles in em 


f 


and ſnow. .. 

March 6. We reſted; 9 cache, 
on the th, through Genin, to a vil- 
8 in the foreſt, four miles. 16 

Here we fell in with a gang of 
gypſies [or rather bandicti} amount- 
ing to four hundred men, Who 
dragged me to their camp. They 


were moſtly French and Pruſſian 


deſerters, and thinking me their 


equal, would force me to become 


one of their band. But, ventur- 


ing to tell my ſtory to their leader, 


he preſented me with a ct6wn, 
gave us a ſmall _ proviſion of 


| bread and meat, and ſuffered us to 
* depart | in peace, after having been 


four 


0 18g. ) 


four and twenty hours i in their com- 
pany. 47 2 155 1 Ho 
March 9. We yak s La- 
puſchin, three miles and à half; and 
the roth to Thorn, four miles. 
A new incident here . 
which ſhewed I was deſtined, by for- 
tune, to, variety of adventures, and 
continually to Amen with ag 
difficulties. 1 
There was a * held at 'T wh 
on the day of, our arrival. Suſpi- 
cions might well ariſe, among the 
crowd, on ſeeing a ſtrong tall young 
man, wretchedly clothed, . with a 
large ſabre by his ſide, and a pair 
of piſtols in his girdle, accompanied 
by another as poorly apparelled as 
himſelf, wich his hand and neck 
boutſll up, and armed Tikewiſe with 
piſtols, ſo that altogether he more 
reſembled a ſpectre than a man. 4 
We Went. to. an inn, but were 
Le- 


refuſed entertainment: I then aſked 
=. for the Jeſuits college, where J in- 
N | "viretifor the ſather rector. They ſup- 
| poſed at firſt, I was a thief, come to 
„ ſeek an aſylum. After long waiting, 
and much intreaty, his jeſuitical 
' highnefs at length made his ap- 
pearance, and received me as the 
Grand Mogul would his ſlave. My 
caſe certainly was pitiable : I related 
all the events of my life, and the 
' purport. of my journey; conjur- 
ed him to fave Schell, who was 
unable to proceed farther, and whoſe 
- wounds grew daily wotſe; and pray- 
ed him to entertain him at the con- 
vent till I ſhonld have been to my 
mother, have obtained money, and 
returned to Thorn, when 1 yould, 
certainly, repay him whatever ex- 
pence he might have been at, with 
| thanks and gratitude. 
Never ſhall I forget the havghty 
inſo- 


: ( 18 5 35 N 
inſolence of this prieſt. Scatcely : 
would he liſten to my humble 
requeſt 3 thou-ed and - interrupted 
me continually, to tell mee Be 
« brief, I have more preſſing affairs ; * 
« than thine.“ In fine, I was turn 
ed away without obtaining the leaſt 
aſſiſtance ;- and here I was firſt taugt 
jeſuitical pride; God help the poor 
and honeſt man who ſhall need the 

aſſiſtance of Jeſuits! They, like all 


5 
other monks, are ſeared to every ſen- 
timent of human pity, and com- 
miſerate the eee oy taunts and | 
irony. qa 
Four times in my life 1 woos 
ſought aſſiſtance and advice from 
convents, and am convinced it is 
the duty of every honeſt man to aid 
in eraſing them from the 1 85 of the 
earth. 
They ſuccour raſcals and e 
that their power may be idolized by 
TS: 0+." _ 
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the ignorant, and oftentatiouſly ex ex- 
ert itſelf to mpede the courſe of 


law and juſtice; but in vain do the 


am" hay * 


poor and needy virtuous h to 


| them for r help. 


The reader will pardon my natiye 


hatred of hypocriſy and falſchood, 


eſpecially when he hears T haveo 
thank the Jeſuits for the loſs of all 


my great Hungarian eſtates, Father 
EKanpmuller, the boſom friend of 
the Count Graſhalkowitz, was con- 


feſſor to the court of Vienna, and 
there was no poſſible kind of perſe- 


© Eution I did not ſuffer, from prieſt- 
craft. Far from being uſeful mem- 
bers of ſociety,” they, taking advan- 


tage of the prejudices of ſuperſti- 
tion, exiſt for themſelves alone, and 
facrifice every duty to the ſupport 


of their own hierarchy, and found 


of power, on error and ignorance, 
| $294 which 
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which is Acne of all ah 
virtue. nc; 

Let us e nds. and 
angry, I left the college, and went to 
my lodging-houſe, where I found a 
Pruſſian recruiting officer waiting 
for me, who uſed all his arts to en- 
gage me to enliſt; offering me five 
hundred: dollars, and to make me a 
corporal, if I could write. I pre- 
tended I was a Livonian, Who had 4:5 
deſerted from the Auſtrians, to re- 
turn home, and claim an inheritance 
left me by my father, After much 
perſuaſion, he at length told me, 
in confidence, i it was very well known 
in the town that I was a robber; 
that I ſhould ſoon be taken before a 
magiſtrate, but that, if I would enliſt, 
he would enſure my ſafety. 8 

This language was new to me z my 
paſſion . roſe inſtantaneouſly; I te- . 
membered my name was Tren ek * 

1 * 
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1 ſtruck him, and drew my ſword ; 
but, inſtead of defending himſelf, he 

' ſprang out of the chamber, charging 
the hoſt not to let me quit the houſe, | 
I knew the town of Thorn had agreed 
with the King of Pruſſia, ſecretly, to 

deliver up deſerters, and began to 

fear the conſequences. L 8 
through the window, I preſently Taw 
two under Pruſſian officers enter 
the houſe, Schell and I, inftantly, 
flew to our arms, and met the Pruſ- 
ſians at the chamber door. Make 
« way,” cried I, preſenting my piſ⸗- 
tols. The Pruſſian ſoldiers drew 
their fwords, but retired with fear, 
Going out of the houſe, I ſaw a 
Pruſſian lieutenant, in the (ſtreet, 
with the town guard. Theſe I over- 
awed, likewiſe, by. the ſame means, 
and no one durſt oppoſe me, though | 
"every one cried ** Stop thief.” I came 
Gafely, however, to the Jeſuits con- 
vent; 


go 
r 


(1890 | 
vent; but poor Schell was talæen, ant 
dragged to priſon like a malefactor. 


Half mad, at not being able to 


reſcue him, I imagined; he-muſt ſoon 
be delivered up to the Pruſſians. 
My reception was much better at 
the convent than it had been before, 


lum. I. addreſſed myſelf to one of 
the fathers; who: appeared to be a 


good kind of man, related briefly 
what had happened; and intreated 


for eee doubted but 1 
was Feally a thief, who ſouglit an aſy- 


he would endeavour to . 1 


they ſought to moleſt us. 


He went out, e in an 
hour after, told me: Nobody | 
“knows you: | a:confiderable- theft 


© was, yeſterday, committed in the 
* fair; all, ſuſpicious perſons are ſeiz- | 


© ed; you entered the town accoutred [| 
te like handitti. The man Where ou 


put up is employed as a Pruſſian 
ce enliſter; 


* 


** . 


* 
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</enliſter, and has announced you / 
< as ſuſpicious people. The Pruſ- 
<«fjan lieutenant, thereupon > laid 
oh complaint againſt you, and i it was 
ce thought neceſſary t 10 cure your" 
cc -perſons.” $9.35 © oe 4h 8 N. 

My joy, at hearing or was' os 
Our Moravian paſſport,” and 
Journal of our route, which I. 3 4 
in my pocket, were full proofs of 
our innocence. I requeſted they 
would ſend and inquire at the toom 
where we lay the night before. 1 
ſoon convinced the Jeſuit J ſpoke” 
truth: he went, and preſently return - 
edꝭ with one of the ſyndics, to whom 
I gave a more full account of myſelf. 
The ſyndic examined Schell, and 
found his ſtory and mine agreed; 
beſides which, our papers, that theß 
had ſeized; declared Who we were. 
I. paſſed the night in the convent, 


Q 91, ). 
vithous cloſing my eyes, revolying, 
in my mind, all the rigours of my 
fate. 1 was till more. diſturbed for 
Schell, who knew not where I Was, 
but remained firmly perſuaded, we 
ſhould be conducted to Berlin; and, 
if ſo, determined to put a a e to 
his life. a0, al 

My doubts were - all ended at ten 
in the morning, when my good Je e- 
ſuit arrived, and was followed by : 
my friend Schell. The judges, he 
ſaid, had; found us innocent, and =" 
clared us free to go where we pleaſ. 
ed; adding, however, that he adviſe 
ed us to be upon our guard, we be- 
ing watched by the Pruſſian en- 
liſters; that the lieutenant had hoped 
by having us committed as thieves, to 
oblige me to enter, and that this, 
would” account. for all that had hap- 


pened. ne & VT -: 17 71042160 515 5 
I gave Schel a moſt affectionate... 
wel- 


"6 
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welcome, who had been very ill ah” 
when led to priſon, becauſe he en- 
deavoured to defend himſelf with 
his left hand, and follow me. The 
people had thrown mud àt him, and 
called him a raſcal'that would oon be 
hanged. Schell "was little able to 
travel further. The father rector ſent 
us a ducat, but did not ſee us; and 
the chief magiſtrate gave each of us 


mM crowlf, by way of indernalfieation” 


for falſe impriſonment. Thus ſeit” 
away, we: returned to our lodging, 
took our bündlles, and immediately 
prepared' to leave Thorn. 
As we went Iöreflecteck that, of 
the toad to Elbing, we miſt paß 
through ſeveral Pruſſtan villages,” J 
and - inquired for a ſhop" where we 
might purchaſe a map We were 
directed to an old woman ꝰM ſat at 


a door acroſs the way, and were told 


the had a good allortmient, for "that 
Þ ? her 


0193 0 
her ſon was a holes. I addreſſed 
myſelf to her, and my queſtion pleaſ- 
ed her, I having added we were un- 
fortunate travellers, who! 0 to 
find, by the map, "the road to 
Ruſſia, | 3 * h 
She thewed us into. F chamber, 
laid an atlas on che table, and 
placed herſelf oppolite, me, while I 
examined t the map, a and endeavoured | 
to hide a bit of a ragged ruffle” that 
had made its appearance. After | 
ſtedfaſtly looking at me, ſhe at 
length nr with, a fad and 5 
mournful, to Ie, OE Good God! who 
« knows, wha is now become of my 
« poor ſon! I can fer, ſir „Jou too are 
« of a good family. My ſon would 
C go and ſeek his fortune, and. for 
« theſe, eight years have J had no 
4 tidinge of him. He muſt now 
« be in the Auſtrian cavalry.” 1 
aſked in; What regiment. * The 
vox. l. XK V regi- 


( 
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& © regiment of Hohenhem ; ; you are 
ce his very icture — Is he not of 
« my height t Yes, nearly”— 
. Has he not light hair? cc Tes, 
like yours, fir“ What 38 his 
* name ?”—< His name is Wil 
& Jam” 4 No, my dear mother,” 
cried LW 60 William i is not dead ; he 
ce was my beſt friend When 1 was 
4 with my regiwelt Here the 
poor woman could not contain her 
Joy. She chrew herſelf round my 
neck, called me her good angel who 
; brought her happy tidings, aſked 
me a thouſand queſtions, which 1 
| eaſily contrived to make Her anſwer 
herſelf, and thus, forced by impe- 
rious neceſſity, bereft of all other 
means, did I act the deceiver. ad 


The ſtory 14 made was neut as 


4 ir follows: 1 told her IL was 4 foldier 


in the regiment of Hohenkem, that 


Thad a furlow > tems hoe my fa- 
| ther, 


( +95 ). 


| ther, and that J ſhould return in a 


month, would then take her letters, 
and undertake that, if ſhe wiſhed it, 
her ſoa ſhould purchaſe his diſcharge, 


and once more come and live wich 


his mother. I added that I ſhould 
be for ever and infinitely: obliged 
to her, if ſhe would ſuffer my com- 
rade, mean time, to live at her houſe, 
he being wounded by the Pruſſian 
recruiters, and unable to purſue 
his journey; that J would ſend him 
money to come to me, or would 
myſelf came back and fetch him, 


thankfully paying every expence. 


She joyfully conſented, told me her 
ſecond huſband,. father-in-law . to 


her dear William, had driven him 


from home, that he might give 
what ſubſtance they had to the 
younger ſon; and that the eldeſt 
had gone to Magdeburg. She 


determined Schell ſhould live at 


gh K 2 | the 


(-196 ); 
the houſe of a friend, that her huſ- 
band might know nothing of the 
matter; and, not ſatisfied with this 
kindneſs, ſhe made me eat with her, 
gave me a new ſhirt, ſtockings, ſuf- 4 
ficient proviſions for three days, 
and ſix Lunenburg florins. 1 
left Thorn, and my faithful Schell, 
the ſame night, with the conſolation 
he was well taken care of; and, hav- 
ing parted from him with. regret, 
went, on this the 13th, two miles far 
ther to Burglow. ' © 

I cannot deſcribe what my ſenls 
tions were, or the deſpondenee of 
my mind, when 1 thus ſaw myſelf 
wandering alone, and leaving, for- 
faking as it were, the deareſt of 
friends. Theſe may certainly be 
numbered among the bittereſt mo- 


ments of my life. Often was I rea- 
dy to return, and drag him along 


with. me, though at laſt reaſon 
INE | con- 


— 0 By — SS... a _ 


( 197 ) 
conquered ſenſibility. 1 drew net 
the end of my journey, and was im- 


pelled forward by hope. 
March 14. I went to Mart 


and, 
March 15. To Neibuig a 

Moe. In theſe two days I travel- 
led thirteen miles. I lay at Mowe, 
in ſome ſtraw, among a number of 
carters, and, when I awoke, per- 
ceived they had taken my. piſtols, 
and what little money I had lefr, 
even to my laſt penny. The gen- | 
tlemen however were all gone. 

What could I do? The innkeeper” 
perhaps was privy to the theft. 
My reckoning amounted to eig 
teen Poliſh groſch. The ſurly land- 
lord pretended to believe I had no 
money when J entered his houſe, 
and I was obliged” to give him the 


only ſpare ſnirt 1 had, with a ilk 
handkerchief, which the good wo- 
K 3 X. man 
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1 
man of Thorn had made me a 
Preſent of, and to Acpan without 4 


ſingle heller. 


March 16. | I ſet of * Mari- 
enburg, but it was impoſſible, 1 
ſpould reach this place, and not fall 
into the hands of the Pruflians, if. 
I did not croſs the Viſtula, and, un- 
fortunately, 1 bad n no money to pay 


the ferry, which would coſt two Po- 


liſh fchellingss. 


Full of anxiety, not Knowing how 


to akt, I ſaw two fiſhermen i in a boat, 


| went to them, drew my ſabre, and 


obliged them to land me on the other 


fide ; when there, I took the oars 
from theſe timid people, jumped. 
out of the boat, puſhed it off the 
- tore, and left it to drive with the 
5 To what dangerh does not pover- 
ty expoſe man! Theſe two Poliſh. 


ſchellings were not mt more than 
| half 


* 


ER 

half a kreutzer, or ſome halfpenny, 
yet was I driven by neceſſity to 
commit violence on two poor men, 
who had they been as deſperate in 
their defence, as I was obliged to 
be in my attack, blood muſt baue 
been {pilt, and lives lot; hence it 
ought to be 


with and minutely | ; 
inquired into, the degree of pu- A 
niſhment proportioned: had I hewn 
them down with my fabre, I ſhould 
ſurely have been a murderer, © but 
I ſhould likewiſe ſorely have been 
one of the moſt innocent of. müt- 
derers. Thus we ſee che Lalue of 
money is not to be eſtimated "by * 
any ſpecific ſum, ſmall br great, but 4 
according to its neceſſity and uſe, 
How little did I imagine, when at 
Berlin, and money was treated by 
me with luxurious neglect, 1 may + 
tay, with contempt, I ſhould be dri- 

8 „ 
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ven to the hard neceſſity, for a ſum 
ſo apparently deſpicable, of com- 
mitting a violehce which might have 
had conſequences ; ſo dreadful, and 
have led to the commiſſion of an act 

ſo atrocious! 

I found Saxon and Pruſfian re- 
cruiters at Marienburg, with whom, 

having no money, I ate, drank, lif-. 

tened to their propoſals, gave them 

hopes for the morrow, and departed. 
| by day-break. 

March 17. To Elbiag, FR 
miles, . 

Here 1 met t with my former wor- 
thy tutor, Brodowſky, who was be- 
come a captain, and auditor in the 
Poliſh regiment of Golz. He met 

me juſt as 1 entered the town. 
I. followed, ttiumſhantly, to his 
Auarters, and here at length ended, 


dhe Feind, long, and adventurous - 
Journey 


(er 
journey J had been obliged to per 
form. 

This quod ad kind Seiden, 
after providing me with immediate 
neceſſaries, wrote ſo affectingly to 
my mother that ſne came to Elbing, 
in a week, and gave me every aid 
of which I ſtood in need. 0 

The pleaſure I had in inceting 1 
once more this tender mother, 
whoſe qualities of heart and mind 
were equally excellent, was inex- 
preſſible. She found a certain mode 
of conveying à letter to my dear 
miſtreſs at Berlin, who a ſhort time 
after ſent me à bill of exchange far 
four hundred ducats upon Dantzic. 
To this my mother added a thouſand . 


rix-dollars, and a diamond cross 


worth nearly half as much, remained 
a fortnight with me, and perſiſted in 
ſpite of all remonſtrance, in adviſe 

ng me to go to Vienna. My de- 
K 5 termination 
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termination had been fixed; ſor Pe- 
terſburg; all my fears and appre- 
benſions being awakened at the 
thought of Vienna, and which, in- 
deed, afterwards became the ſource 
of all my cruel ſufferings and ſor- 
rows. She would not yield in opi- 
nion, and promiſed her future aſſiſt- 
ance only in caſe of my obedience: 
it was my duty not. to continue ob- 
ſtinate. Here ſhe left me, L and 1 
have never ſeen her ſince. She died 
in 1751, and 1 have ever held her 
memory in veneration. It was a 
happineſs for this affectionate mo- 
ther that ſne did not live to be a 
witneſs of my afflictions, in the * 
1754. ; 
An a reſemblig thad 
of Joſeph in Egypt, happened to me 
in Elbing. The wife of the worthy 
 Brodowlky, a woman of infinite per- 
ſonal attraction, grew partial to me; 
. — put 
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but I durſt- not aQt ngratefully by. 
my benefactor. Never to ſee me 
more was too painful to her, and 


ſhe even propoſed to follow Me: uf 
cretly, to Vienna. I. felt che dangr 


of my ſituation, and doubted whe- 
ther Potiphar's wife offered temp- 
tations ſo ſtrong as Madam Bro- 
dowſky. 1 own I had àn affection 
for this lady, but my paſſions were 
overawed. She preferred me to her 
huſband, who was in years, and very 
ordinary in perſon. Had I yielded 
to the ſlighteſt degree of guilt, 
that of preſent enjoyment, a few . 
days of pleaſure muſt have been 
followed by years of bitter rp 
ance. e 
Having once more aſſumed my 
proper name and character, and 
made preſents of acknowledgment 


to the worthy tutor of my youth, 1 


became eager to return to Fhorn. 
K 6 How 
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How great was my joy at again 
meeting my honeſt Schell! The 
kind old woman had treated him 
like a mother. She was ſurpriſed, 
and half terrified, at ſeeing me enter 
n an officer's uniform, and accom- 
panied by two ſervants. I grate- 
ſully and rapturouſly kiſſed her hand, 
repaid, with thankſulneſs, every 
expence, for Schell had been nur- 
tured with truly maternal kindneſs, 
told her who-I was, acknowledged 
the deceit I had put upon her con- 
cerning her fon, but faithfully pro- 
miſed to give a true, and not ficti- 


tious, account of him immediately 
on my atrival at Vienna.“ Schell 


was 


Wen I came to Vienna, I took all poſſi- 
ble pains to inquire for this William, and 


found, by the commiſſary liſt, that he had 


deſerted in 1744, had been retaken, and actu- 

ally hanged. For a bribe of a few ducats I 

procured a certificate of his having died 5 
| natural 
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vas ready in three days, and we left 
Thorn, came to Warſaw, and paſſed 
thence, through Crakow, to Vienna. 
I inquired for Captain "Capi; at 
Bilitz, who had before given me ſo 
kind a reception, and refuſed me 
ſatisfaction; but he was gone, and I 
did not meet with him till ſome years 
after, when the cunning Italian made 
me the moſt humble apologies for his 


conduct. So goes the world. 
My journey from Dantzie to 


Vienna would not furniſh me with 


an intereſting page, though my 
travels on foot thither would have 


natural death, which -I ſent to the good 
woman, with a fetter of thanks and conſola- 
tion, Perhaps the poor William, who was 
heir to twenty thouſand florins, unable to 
procure a furlow, had deſerted, and was exe« 
cuted as a malefactor. To how many reflec« 
tions [on arbitrary power, ſtanding armies, 
and military law] do incidents like theſe give 
9 | 


afforded 


* 
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afforded: thrice as much as I have 
written, had I not been fearful of 


trifling with the reader's patience. 


In poverty one misfortune fol- 
lows another. The foot-paſſengen 


Tees the world, becomes acquainted 
with it, converſes with men of every 
claſs. The lord luxuriouſly lolls 
and ſlumbers in bis carriage, while 
his ſervants pay 1an-keepers and 
poſtillions, and paſſes rapidly over 
a kingdom, in which he ſees ſome 
dozen houſes, called inns; and this 
he calls travelling. I met with 
more adventures in chis my journey 
of 169 miles, than afterwards in 
almoſt as many thouſand, when tra- 
yelling at cafe, in a carriage. 
Here then ends my journal, in 
which, from the hardſhips therein 
related, and numerous others omit- 
ted, I ſeem a kind of ſecond Ro- 
binſon Cruſoe, and to have been 
e 


a. 
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prepared, by a gradual increaſe and 
repetition of ſufferings, to endure 
the load of afffiction which I was 
aſterward deſtined 5 
ARRIVED AT VizxnAin the month 
of April, 1747. | | 
And now another act of the tra- 
gedy is going to begin. 
After having defrayed the ex- 
pences of travelling for me and my 
friend Schell, for whoſe remarkable 
hiſtory I will endeavour to find a 
few pages in my third volume, I 
divided the three hundred ducats 
which remained with him, and, hav- 
ing ſtaid a month at Vienna, he 
went to join the regiment of Palla- 
vicini, in which he had obtained a 
lieutenant- colonel's commiſſion, and 
which was then in Italy. | 
Here 1 found. my cout Baro 
Francis Trenck, the famous parti- 
fan and colonel of pandours, imprĩ- 
GE _  ſoned 


(% 

ſohed at the Arſenal, and involved 
in a moſt perplexing proſecution. | 
This Trenck was my father's 
brother's ſon. His father had been 
a colonel and governor of Leitſchau, 
and had poſſeſſed confiderable lord- 
ſhips 1 in Sclavonia, thoſe of Pleter- 
nitz, Preſtowacz, and Pakratz. Af. 
ter the ſiege of Vienna, in 1683, 
he had left the Pruſſian ſervice for 
that of Auſtria, in Which he te. 
| mained ſixty. years. | 
That I, may not here interrupt 
my ſtory, I ſhall give ſome account 
of the life of my couſin Baron 
Francis Trenck, ſo renowned in the 
war of 1741, in the third volume, 
and who fell, at laſt, the ſhameful 
ſacrifice of envy and avarice, and 
received the reward of all his great 
and faithful ſervices j in the Fe o 
the Spielberg. 


The vindication of the family of 
the 


_ © 9. I 

| the Trencks requires I ſhould ſpeak | 
of him; nor will Þ, in this, ſuffer” 
reſtraint from the fear of any man, 
however powerful. Thoſe indeed 
who ſacrificed a man moſt ardent i in 


his country's ſervice to their own pri | 


vate and ſelfiſh views, are now in 
their graves. 

I ſhall inſert no more of kis 
hiſtory here than what is interwoven . 
with my own, and relate the reſt in 
its proper place. 

A reviſion of his ſuit was at this 
time inſtituted. Scarcely was 1 


arrived in Vienna before his confi- | 


dential agent, M. Leber, preſented . 
me to Prince Charles and the Em- 
peror: both knew the ſervices of 


Trenck, and the malice of his ene- 


mies; therefore, permiſſion for me 


to viſit him in his priſon, and pro- 
cure him ſuch aſſiſtance as he 


might need, were readily granted. 


On 
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On my ſecond audience, the Eur- 
peror ſpoke ſo much in my perſe· 
cuted couſin's He that I became 
highly intereſted : he commanded 
me to have recourſe to him on all 
occaſions ; ; and, moreoyer, owned 
the preſident of the council of war” 
was a man of a very wicked charac- 
ter, and a declared enemy of Trenck. 
This preſident was the Count of 
Lowenwalde, Who, with his aſſo- 
ciates, had been purpoſely ſelected 
as men proper to oppteſs the beſt of 
| ſubjects. The ſuit ſoon took ano 
ther face; the good Em preſs Queen, 
who had been deceived, was, ſoon. 
better infortned, and T renck's i inno- 
cence appeared, on the reviſion of 
the proceſs, moſt evidently. The 
trial, which had coſt them twenty- 
ſeven thouſand florins, and' the ſen- 
tence which followed, were proved . 
ta þ have been 222 and unjult and 
that 


\ 

( u -Þ by 
that ſixteen of Trenck's officers, 
who molt of them had been broken 
for different offences, had perjuted 
themſelyes. to inſure His deſtruction. ; 

Je is moſt remarkable circum- 
ſail, that public 1 notice was given, 
in the Vienna Gazette, to the fol- 
lowing purport. ., . 

All thoſe who have any complaints 

to nale a gainſt Trench, let them appear, | 
and ' they "ſhall receive à ducat per do, - 12] 
15 long g as the proſecution continues. © 

Tt will readily be imagined how 
faſt his accuſers would increaſe, and 
what kind of people they were. 
The pay of theſe witneſſes alone 
amounted to fifteen thouſand florins. 
I now began to labour in concur- 
rence with Doctor Gerhauer, and 
the cauſe ſoon took another turn ; 
but, ſuch was the ſtate of things, 
it would have been neceſſary to have 

W op broke 
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broken all the members of the coun- 
cil of war, as well as counſellor We- 
ber, a man of great power. Thus, 
unfortunately, politics began to in- 
terfere with the courſe of juſtice. 
The Empreſs Queen gave Tregick. 
to underſtand ſhe required he mould 
aſk her pard6n; and on that con- 
dition all proceedings ſhould be 
ſtopped, and he immediately ſet at 
liberty. Prince Charles, who knew 
the court of Vienna, adviſed me 
alſo to perſuade my couſin to com- 
ply; but nothing could ſhake his 
reſolution. Feeling his right and 
innocence, he demanded ſtrict juſ- 
tice; and this made ruin more ſwift. 
1 ſoon learned Trenck muſt fall 
a ſacrifice—he was rich—his ene- 
mies already had divided among 
them more than eighty thouſand 
florins of his property, which was 
mM ſequeſtered, and in their hands. 
They 
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his vengeanee the moment he ſhould 
recover his freedom. 
I was moved to ale foul at his 
ſofferings, and as he had vented 
public threats, at the proſpect of 
approaching victory over his ene- 
mies, they gained over the Court 


Confeſſor; and, dreading him as 


they did, put every wily art in prae- 
tice to inſure” his deſtruction. 1 


therefore, in the fulneſs of iny heart, 
made him che brotherly propoſition 


of eſcaping, and, having obtained 


his liberty, to prove his innocence 
to the Empreſs Queen. I told him 


my plan, which might eaſily have 


been put in execution, and which he 
ſeemed perfectly decided to follow. 
Some days after I was ordered to 
wait on field-marſhal Count Konig- 
ſecks governor of Vienna. This 
| reſpecta- 


They had treated him too telly, 5 
and knew him too well, not to dread 


* 
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teſpectable old gentleman; whoſe me- 
mory I ſhall ever revere, behaved to 
me like a father, and the friend af 
humanity, adviſed me to abandon 
my couſin, who, he gave me clearly 
to underſtand, had betrayed mne by 
having revealed my propoſed plan of 
.efcape, willing to ſacrifice me to 
his ambition, in order to juſtiſy the 
purity of. his intentions to the court, 
and ſhow chat, inſtead of wiſning to 
;eſcape, he only deſired juſtice. 
7 Confounded at the cowardly ac- 
tion of on e for, whom I would wil- 
Iingly have ſacriſiced my life, and 
whom, J only ſought to deliver, 1 
reſolved to leave him to his fate: and 
thought myſelf exceedingly. ha 
that the worthy field-marſhal 
after a fatherly admonition; Gooch 
all farther inquiry into: this affair. 

I related this black trait of in- 
atirude to We Charles of. Lot- 


122 112 raine, 


* 915 
n : 
raine, , who prevailed on me to again 
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ſee my couſin, without letting him 


(4.1 of 


| know I knew what had paſſed, and 


* OI 


ſtill to. fender him 5197! ſervice ; in 


n 
3 . I: proceed | P of | will here 


1353 ., 


re, the reader a Portrait of this 
s U L y i I 3 4 z 
| Trenck. | 


1614 


| He was à m man of ſuperior talents | 
and unbounded ambition ; devoted, 
even fanatically, to his fovercign ; 
his boldneſs approached temerity ; 
be was artful of mind, wicked of 
heart, vindictive and unfeeling. His 
cupidity equalled the vtinoſt' exceſs 
of avarice, even in his thirty-third 
le died. . He as 


year, in which he 


ligations from any tan, and wat 
capable of ridding himſelf | of his 
beſt friend, if he chought he "had 
any claims on his gratitude, | or 
could get poſſeſſion of his fortune. 


He 
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He knew I had rendered him 
very important ſervices, ſuppoſed 


his cauſe already won, having bribed. 
the judges, 1 who were to, reviſe the 
' ſentence, -with thirty thouſand flo- 
rins, which money I received: from 
his friend Baron Lopreſti, and con- 
veyed to theſe honeſt counſellors, 
I knew all his fecrets, and nothing 
more was neceſſary to prompt his 
ſuſpicious and bad heart to ſeek i my 
deſtruction. 


Scarcely had a FOR elapſed, 


| after his having firſt. betrayed me, 
p before the following remarkable 
event happened. 2 


I left him one evening to return 


home, taking under my coat a bag 


with papers and documents relating 


; to the proſecution, which I had been 


/ Examining | for him, and tranſcrib- | 


Z ing. There were at this time about 
five and twenty officers in Vienna, 


* 
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who had laid complaints againſt 
him, and who conſidered me as their 
greateſt 'enemy, becauſe T had 1a- 
boured earneſtly in his defence. 
Twas therefore obliged, on all occa- 
ons, to be upon my guard, A re- 
port had been through 
Vienna, that I was ſecretly ſent, by 
the King of Pruſſia, to free my 
couſin from impriſonment: he, how- 
ever, conftantly denied, to the hour 
of his death, his ever having writ- 
ten to me at Berlin * hence alſo it 
will follow the letter I feceived 
had been forged by Jaſchinſky. 

Leaving the Arſenal, I croſfed 
the court, and perceived I was cloſe- 
ly followed by two men in grey 
roquelaures; who, prefling upon my 
heels, held loud and inſolent con- 
verſation concerning the runway 
Pruffian Trenck. I found they 
ſought a quartel, which wal a thing 
Vol. I. . * 


t 
of no great; difficulty at that mo- 
ment; for a man is never more 
diſpoſed to duelling than when he 
has nothing to loſe, and is diſcon- 
tented with his condition. I ſup- 
pPoſed they were two of the accuſing 
officers broken by Trenck, and en- 
deavoured to avoid them, and gain 
the Jew's place. _ 

Scarcely had I turned 3 the 
ſtreet that leads thither before they 
quickened their pace. I turned 
round, and in ,a moment. received 
2 thruſt, with a ſword, in the left ' 
fide, where I had. put my bag of 

—_ papers, which accident alone ſaved 
my life: the ſword pierced through 
the papers, and flightly grazed the 
ſkin, I inſtantly drew, and the 
heroes ran. I purſued, one of them 
; tripped. and fell. I ſeized him; the 
. guard came up: he declared he was 
q an officer of the regiment of Kol- 

a _ - lowrat, 
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lowrat, ſnewed his uniform, Was re- 


leaſed, and L was taken to priſon. 
The Town Major came the next 
day, and told me I had intention- 


ally ſought a quarrel with two offi- 
cers, Lieutenants F— g and K— n. 
Theſe kind gentlemen did not reveal 
their humane intention of ſending 
me to the other worle. 

I was alone, could produce n no 
witneſs, they were two. I muſt 
neceſſarily be in the wrong, and 1 


remained ſix days in priſon. No 


+ ſooner was J releaſed than theſe my 
good friends Tent to demand ſatis- 
faction for the ſaid pretended inſult. 
The propoſal was accepted, and 1 
promiſed to be at the Scotch gate, 
the place appointed by them, with- 
in an hour. Having heard their 
names, I preſently knew them to 
be two famous ſwaggerers, who were 
daily exerciſing themſelves in fenc- 
ä „ ing 
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ing at the Arſenal, and where 
often viſited Trenck. I went 
my couſin to aſk his atop, 
lared what had happened, and, as 
the conſequences of this duel might 
be very ſerious, deſired him to give 
me a hundred ducats, that I rhight 
EY Oe Is 
ſhould fall. 

Hitherto I had expended my own 
money on his account, and had 
aſked no reimburſement ; but what 


was my aſtoniſhment when this 
wicked man ſaid to me, with a ſneet, 
4 Since, good couſin, you have got 


« into a quarrel without conſulting 


s me, yon will alſo get out of it 


« without my aid!” As I left him, 
he called me back to tell me, << I will 
xc take care and pay your under- 
« taker;” for he certainly believed 
1 ſhould never return alive. 

1 ran now, half deſpairing, to 
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Baron Lopreſti, who gave me fiſty 
ducats and a paix of piſtols, provided 
with which I cheerfully repaired to 
the field of battle. | 

Here 1 found half a dozen offi-. 
cers of the garriſon, As I had few 
acquaintances in Vienna, I had no 
ſecond, except an old Spaniſh in- 
valid captain, named Pereyra, who 
met me going in all haſte, and, hav- 
ing learned OY would not 
leave me. 

Lieutenant K==n was [the feſt 
with whom I fought, and who re- 
ceived ſatisfaction by a deep wound 
in the right arm. Hereupon 1 de- 
fired the ſpectators to prevent far- 
ther miſchief; for my own part 1 
had nothing more to demand. Lieu- 
tenant F—g next entered the lifts, 
with threats, which were ſoon qui- 
eted by a lunge in the belly. Here- 
upon Lieutehant M—f, ſecond to 
5 EGG 
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the firſt wounded man, told me veryx 
angrily—“ Had F been your man; 
« you would have found a very dif- 
te ferent reception.” My old Spa- 
niard of eighty proudly and im- 
mediately advanced, with his long 
whiſkers and tottering frame, and 
cried—< Hold k—Frenck has prov- 
. « ed himſelf a brave fellow, and 
« jf any man thinks proper to aſ- 
« fault him further, he muſt firſt 
i take a breathing with me.” Every/ 
body laughed at this bravado, from 
a man who ſcarcely. could ſtand, 
or hold a ſword. Ereplied “ Friend, 
4 am ſafe, unhurt, and want not 
“ aid: ſhould I be diſabled, you 
« then, if you think proper, maß 
et take my place; but, as long as L 
« can hold a ſword, I ſhall: take 
_ << pleaſure in ſatisfying. all theſe 
c gentlemen, one after another.“ 
1 would have reſted myſelf a mon. 

ment, 


> ONS 
ment, but the haughty M--f, en- 
raged at the defeat of his friend, 
would not give - me time, but fu- 
riouſly atracked me, and, having 
wounded him twice, once in the 
hand, and again in the groin, he 


wanted to cloſe, and ſink me to the 
grave with himſelf, but J diſarmed 
and threw him. 
None of the others had any deſire 
to renew the conteſt, My three 
enemies were ſent bleeding to 
town; and, as Mf appeared to be 
mortally wounded, and the Jeſuits 
and Capuchins of Vienna refuſed 
me an aſylum, I fled to the 19 
at Keltenberg. 5 | 
] wrote, from the convent, to Co- 
lonel Baron Lopreſti, who came to 
me. I told him all that had paſſed, 
and by his good offices had liberty, 
in a week, to appear once more at 
Vienna. | 


L 4 The 
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1 he blood of Lieutenant F—g 
was in a corrupt ſtatg, and his wound, 
though not in itſelf dangerous, made 
his life doubtful. He ſent to entreat 
I would viſit him, and, when I went, 
having firſt. requeſted I would par- 
don him, gave me to underſtand 1 
ought to beware of my couſin. I 
afterwards learned the traiterous 
Trenck had promiſed Lieutenant 
F—g a company, and a thouſand 
ducats, if he could find means fy 
quarrel with me, and rid the world 
of me. - He was deeply in debt, 
and ſought the aſſiſtance of Lieute- 
nant K— n; and, had not the pa- 
pers luckily preſerved me, I had 
undoubtedly been diſpatched by 
his firſt lunge. To clear themſelves 
of the infamy of ſuch an act, theſe 
two worthy gentlemen had pretend- 

ed I bad aſſaulted them in the 
ſtreets, 


I could 


a 
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could no more reſolve to ſee 
my ungrateful and dangerous kinſ- 
man, who wiſhed to have me mur- 
dered becauſe I knew all his ſecrets, 
and thought he ſhould be able to 
gain his cauſe without obligation 

to me, or my aſſiſtance. Not- 

withſtanding all his great qualities, 

his marking characteriſtic certainly 

was that of ſacrificing every thing 

to his private views, and eſpecially 

to his covetouſneſs, which was ſo 

great that, even at his time of life, 

though his fortune amounted to a 
million and a half, he did not ſpend, 

per day, more than thirty kreut- 

zers. 

No ſooner was it c hnown n K 
had forſaken Trenck than General 
Count Lowenwalde, his moſt ardent | 
enemy, and preſident of the firſt « 
council of war, by which he had 
been condemned, deſired to ſpeak 

L 5 to 
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to me, promifed every fort of good 
Fortune and protection, if I would 
diſcover what ' means had ſecretly 
been employed in the reviſion of 
the proceſs; and went ſo far as to 
offer me four thouſand florins if I 
would aid a proſecution againſt my 
couſin. Here I learned the in- 
fluence of villains in power, and the 

injuſtice 'of judges at Vienna. 
The propoſal I rejected with dif- 
dain, and rather determined to ſeek 
my fortune-in the Eaſt Indies than 
continue in a country where, under 
the beſt of queens, the moſt loyab 
of ſubjects, and firſt of ſoldiers, 
might be rendered miſerable by in- 

tereſted, angry, and corrupt cour- 

tiers. Certain it is, as I now can 
prove, that Trenck, though the 

bittereſt of my enemies, and whoſe 

conduct towards me merited my 
whole reſentment, was the beſt fol- 
| | dier 
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dier in the Auſtrian army, had bake 8 
liberal of his blood and fortune in 


the Imperial ſervice, and would ſtill 
ſo have contimied, had not his wealth, 
and his contempt for Weber and 
Lowenwalde, put him in the power 
of thoſe. wretches who were the 
avowed enemies of courage and pa- 
triotiſm, and who only can main- 
tain, their authority, and fate their 
thirſt of gain, by the baſe and 
wicked arts of courts. Had my 
couſin ſhared the plunder of the 
war among theſe men, he had not 
fallen the martyr. of their intrigues, 
and died in the Spielberg. His 
accuſers were, generally, unprin- 
cipled. men, of ruined fortunes; and 
ſo inſufficient were their accuſa- 
tions that a. ofeful member of. ſo- 
ciety ought not, for any or all of 


them, to have ſuffered an hour's = 


impriſonment, Being fully informs 
LY: "2 


ed, both of all the circumſtances 
of the proſecution, and the inmoſt 
ſecrets of his heart, juſtice requires 
I ſhould thus publicly declare this 
truth, and vindicate his memory. 
While living he was my bittereſt 
enemy, and even though dead was 
the cauſe of all my future ſuffer- 
ings; therefore, the account I ſhall 
give of him, in the third yolume, 
wilt certainly be the leſs liable to 
ſuſpicion, where I ſhall ſhew that | 
he, as well as n deſerved ber- 


I was reſolved for ever to forſake 
Vienna. The friends of Trenck 
all became diſtruſtful of him, be- 
cauſe of his ingratitude to me. Prince 
Charles ſtill endeavoured to perſuade 
me to a reconciliation, and gave me 
a letter of recommendation to Ge- 
neral Brown, who then commanded 

a Imperial any in Italy. But 
| more 
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more deſirous of: goiog 10 Ladia, 1 
left Vienna in Auguſt, 2748, de- 
firoys of owing no obligation to that 
city or its inhabitants, and went for 
of Trenck found no one to oppoſe 
their iniquitous proceedings, and ob- 
rained” a ſentence of impriſonment, 
late repented having betrayed. his 
faithful adviſer, and: prudent friend 
I pitied him, and his judges certain. 
ly deſerved the puniſhment they in- 
flicted: yet to his:laſt moments he 
ſhewed. his hatred towards mt was 
rooted, and, even. in the grave, 
ſtrove by his will to involve me 
in misfortune, as _ os 
ſeen. 805 1 3173 78 | 
1 I fled San Nana; would to God 
it had been for ever; but fate, by 
ſtrange ways, and unknown means, 
. me back where Providence 
thought 
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thought proper I ſhould become A 
veſſel of wrath and perſecution : T 

- was to enact my part in Europe, and 

ot in Aſia. At Nuremberg I met 

with a body of Ruſſians, command - 
ed by General Lieuwen, my mo- 
ther's relation, who were marching. 
to the Netherlands, and were the 
peace - makers of Europe. Major 

Buſchkow, whom 1 had known 

when Ruſſian reſident at Vienna, 

prevailed on me to viſit him, and 

preſented me to the General.» I 

pleaſed him, and may ſay, with truth, 

ke behaved to me like a friend and a 

father. He adviſed me to enter into 

the Ruſſian ſervice, and gave me a 

eompany of dragoons, in the regi- 

ment of Tobolſki, on condition I 

ſhould+ not leave him, but employ 

myſelf in his cabinet; and: his con» 
fidence and eſteem for me were un- 

| . ; 
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Peace 
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Peace followed; the army return 
ed to Moravia, without firing a 
muſket, and the en 

fixed at Proſnitz. | 
In this town a public entertain» 
ment was given, by General Lĩieu-— 
wen, on the coronation day of the 
Empreſs Elizabeth ; and: here an ad- 
venture happened. to me, which - 
thall ever remember, as a warning 
to myſelf, and inſert aa a memento 
to others. | 
The army afloat on this days 
kept a Faro bank, for the entertain- 
ment of the gueſts. My ſtock of 
money conſiſted of two and. twenty 
ducats. Thirſt of gain, or perhaps. 
example, induced me to venture two 
of theſe, which I immediately loſt, 
and very -ſoon,. by venturing again- 
to regain them, the whole two and: 
twenty. Chagrined ac my folly,. L 
DF” ek Thad nothing but a 
pair 


cauſe of i their eier dee Genen 
Woyekow had offered me twenty 
ducats. Theſe I took, intending, 
by their aid, ta atternpt to retrieve 
my loſs. Firing of guns and piſtols 
Vas heard throughout the town, be- 
cauſe of the feſtival, and I, in imi- 
tation of the reſt, went to the win; 
dow, and fired mine. After a fer 
diſcharges, one of my piſtols burſt, 
and endangered my own hand, and 
, wounded my ſervant. I felt a mo- 
mentary deſpondency, ſtronger than 
| I ever remembered to have experi- 
enced: before; inſomuch that I was 
half induced, with the remaining 
piſtol, to ſhoot myſelf thraugh the 
head. I however recovered my 
ſpirits, aſked my ſervant hat money 
he had, and received from him three 
ducats. With theſe I repaired, like 
a deſperate-gameſter, once more to 
* th the 
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the Faro table, at the Generals 
again began to play, and fo extraor- 
dinary was my run of luck, I won at 
every venture. Having recovered 
my principal, I played on upon my 
winnings, till at laſt I had abſolutely. 
broken che Doctor's bank; a new, 
bank was ſet up and I wan the greateſt 
part of this lik ewiſe, ſo that I brought 
home about ſix hundred ducats. 


eee | 


recalleing my danger, I had the 
prudence to make a ſolemn reſolu- 
tion never more to play at any game! 
of chance, n en * 
ſtrictly adhered. 

It wers to be widhed young men 
would reflect upon the effects of. 
gaming, remembering that the love 
of play has made the moſt promiſing, 
and virtubus, miſerable 3 the honeſt, 
knaves; and the fincere, deceivers 


and liars, Officers, having firſt loſt 
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all their own money, being intruſt- 
ed with the ſoldiersꝰ pay, have next 


Toft that alſo; and thus been caſhiers 


ed, and eternally diſgraced. I might 
at Proſnitz have been equally raſh 
and culpable. The firſt venture, 
whether the gameſter wins or loſes, 
enſures a ſecond; and, with that, too 
olten deſtruction. My good fortune 
vas almoſt miraculous, and my ſub- 
ſequent reſolution very uncommon ; 
and I intreat- and conjure my chil. 


dren, when I ſhall no longet be Hy- 


ing to adviſe and watch for their 
welfare, moſt determinedly to avoid' 
play. I ſeemed preſerved by Pro- 
vidence from this evil but to endure 
much greater. 

© General Lieuwen, my kind patron, 
ſent me, from Krakow, to conduct 


a hundred and forty ſick men down 


the Viſtula to Dantzic, where there 
were Ruflian veſſels to receive and 


panſport them to Riga. 
N te- 


„ 

1 requeſted permiſſion of the Ge 
neral to proceed forward and viſit 
my mother and ſiſter, whom I was 
very deſirous to ſee: at Elbing, 
therefore, F reſigned the command 
to Lieutenant Platen, and, attended 
by a ſervant, rode to the biſhopric 
of Ermeland, where I had appointed 
an interview. with them 1n 2 frontier 
village. 
Here an incident happened that 
had nearly colt me my life, . The 
Pruſſians, ſome days before, had 
carried off a peaſant's ſon, from 
this village, as a recruit, The peo» 
ple were all in commotion. I wore 
teathern breeches, and the blue uni- 
form of the Ruſſian cavalry. They 
took me for a Pruſſtan, at the door, 


and fell upon me with every kind of - 


weapon. A chaſſeur, who happened 
do be there, and the landlord, came to 
my aſſiſtance, while I, battling withthe 
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exceedingly ſwelled, but I was oblig- 
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peaſants, had thrown two of them 
down. I was delivered, but not till 
I had received, -among others, two 
violent ml one on the left arm, 
and another which broke the bridge of 
my noſe. The landlord adviſed me 
to eſcape as faſt as poſſible, or that 
the village would rife and certainly 
murder me;. my ſervant, therefore, 


who had retired, for defence, with a 
pair of piſtols, into the oven, got 
ready the horſes, and we rode off. 


I had my bruiſes dreſſed at the 
next village; my hand and eyes were 


ed to ride two miles farther, to the 


town of Reſſel, before I could find 


an able ſurgeon, and here I ſo far 
recovered, in a week, that I was able 


to return to Dantzic. My brother 


viſited me, while at Reſſel, but my 
good mother had the misfortune, as 


ſhe was coming to me, to be thrown 


out. 


_ 
out of her carriage, by which her 
arm was broken, fo that ſhe and my 
ſiſter Mere obliged to NR und T 
never ſaw her more. In a4 9 
I was now at — GK wth my 
fick convoy, where another moſt re- 
markable event happened, which I, 
with good nn Lowe ever 0 
member. 
| PRETTY 3 
fan officer, whoſe name I ſhalt con- 
ceal, out of reſpect to his very wor- 
thy family; he viſited tme daily, and 
we often rode out together in the 
neighbourhood of Dantzic. 
My faithful feryant became ac- 
. quainted with his, and my aſtoniſh- 
ment was indeed great when he 
one day ſaid to me, with anxiety; 
« Beware, Sir, of a ſnare laid for 
« you by Lieutenant NH be 
* means to entice you out of town, 
and deliver you up to the Pruſ- 
4 cc ſians.“ 


hd 


<<x® 3) 

I aſked him where he 
learned this: From the lieute- 
< nant's ſervant,” anſwered hey ce who 
< is my friend, and wiſhes to fave 


<< Hans.” 


e me from misfortune.” 


1 
: * 


I now, with the aid pf a couple 


of ducats, diſcovered the whole af- 
fair; and learned, it was agreed, be- 


tween the Pruſſian reſident, Reimer, 


and the lieutenant, that the latter 


ſhould entice. me into the ſuburb 
of Langfuhr, where there was an 


inn on the Pruflian territories : here 


eight recruiting. under-officers were 


to wait concealed, and ſeize -me 


the moment 1 entered the houſe, . 


hurry me into & carriage, and drive 
away. for Lauenberg in Pomerania. 


Two under · officers were to eſcort me, 


on horſeback, as far as the frontiers, 
and the remainder to hold and pre- 


vent me from calling for help, ſo long 
1 


„ 
25 we ſhould remain on the territo⸗ 
ries of Dantzic. 75 
I farther learned, any enemies 
were only to be armed with ſabres; 
and that they were to wait behind 
the door. The two officers on horſe; 
back were to ſecure my ſervant, and 
prevent him from riding off and 
raiſing an enn, al 
Theſe preparations wake eaſy 
have been rendered fruitleſs, by, my 
refuſing to accept the propoſal of the 
lieutenant : but vanity, gave me 
other advice; and reſentment made 
me deſirous of avepging mylelf for 
ſuch deteſtable treachery. , Tk x 
Lieutenant N—— came, abour 
noon, to dine with me as uſual ; Was 
more penſive and ſerious than I had 
ever obſerved him before, and left 
me, at four in the afternoon, after 
having made me / promiſe to ride 
early next day with him as far as 
| Lang- 
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TLabgfobr. I obſefved\ my conſent 
gave him great pleaſure; and my 
heart then pronounced ſentence on 
the traitor. The moment he had 
left me I went to the Ruſſian reſi« 
dent, M. Scheerer, an honeſt Swiſs, 
related the whole conſpiracy, and 
aſked whether 1 might not take fix 


of the men under my command for 


my own perſonal defence : 1 told 
him my plan, which he at firſt op- 
poſed, but, ſeeing me obſtinate, he 
anſwered, at laſt, .Do as you pleaſe; 


. muſt know nothing of the mar- 
. * ter, nor will 1 make myſelf re. 


« ſponſible.“ 


1 immediately joined my ſoldiers 
ſelected fix men, and took them, 


while it was dark, oppoſite the 


Pruſſian inn, hid them in the corn, 
with an order to run to my help, 


with their firelocks loaded, the 


firſt diſcharge they ſhould hear, .to 
| ſeize 


PP 


* 


( 

ſeize all who ſfigbid fall into their 
power, and only to fire in caſe of 
reſiſtance. I provided them with 
fire arms, hy concealing them in the 
carriage which brought them to their 
hiding place. 

Notwithſtanding all theſe precau- 
tions, I ſtill thought it neceſſary to 
prevent ſurpriſe, by informillly my- 
ſelf what were the proceedings of 
my enemies, leſt my intelligence 
ſhould have been falſe; and 1 learn - 


ed from my ſpies that, at four in 


the morning, the Pruſſian reſident, 
Reimer, had left the oy with poſt- 
horſes, 

I loaded mine d my ſervant's 
horſe and pocket piſtols, prepared 
my Turkiſh ſabre, and, in gratitude 
to the lieutenant's man, promiſed 
to take him into my ſervice, being 


convinced of his honeſt x. 


* 


The lieutenan 
tered about ſix in the morning, 
expatiated on the fineneſs of the 
weather, and jocoſely told me 1 
ſhould be very kindly received by 


p, | 
| cheerfully = 


n- 


the handſome landlady of Langfuhr. 
J was ſoon ready; we mounted, 
and left the town, attended by our 
ſervailts. Some three hundred paces 
from the inn my worthy friend pro- 
poſed that we ſhould alight and 
let our ſervants lead the horſes, 
that we might enjoy the beauty of 
the morning: I conſented; and, hay- 
ing diſmounted, obſerved his trea- 
cherous eyes ſparkle with pleaſure. 
The reſident, Reimer, was at the 
window of the inn, and called out, 
as ſoon as he ſaw me, Good mor- 
« row, captain, good morrow ; come, 
come in, your - breakfaſt is wait- 
n.“ , ſneering, ſmiled, and told 
him I had not time at preſent. 


may well be ſuppoſed. All began 
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So ſaying, I ve my walk, 
but my companion would abſolutely 
force me to enter, took me by the 
arm, and partly ſtruggled with me, 
on which, loſing all patiende, I gave 
him a blow, which almoſt knocked 
him down, and ran to my -hppſes.as 
if I meant to fly. 
The FPruſſians Inflgncts! ruſhed 
from behind their door, with cla» 
mour, to attack me. I fired at the 


firſt ; my Ruſſians ſprang from their 


hiding place, preſented their pieces, 
and called, Stuy, Huy, nebiomomat?. = 
The terror of the poor 'Pruſſians * 


to run. I had taken care to make 
ſure of my lieutenant, and was 
next running to ſeize Fg refident, 
but he had eſcaped 'out of the 
back door, with the loſs only of 


his white periwig. The Ruſſians | 
had taken four priſoners, and I com- 


M2 mand 
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manded them to beſtow fifty ſtroken 


upon each of them, in the open 


ſtreet. An enſign, named Caſſeburg, 


having told me his name, and that 
he had been my brother's ſchool- 


fellow, begged remiſſion, and excuſed 
himſelf on the neceſſity which he 
was under to obey his fuperiors. I ad- 


mitted his excuſes, and ſuffered him 
to go. I then drew my ſword, and 


bade the lieutenant defend himſelf; 
but he was ſo confuſed that, after 


drawing his ſword, he aſked my 
pardon, laid the whole blame upon 


the reſident, and had not the power 


to put himſelf upon his guard. * 


twice jerked his fword out of his 


- hand, and, at laſt, taking the Ruſſian 


corporal's gane, I exhauſted my 
ſtrength with beating him, without 
his offering the leaſt reſiſtance. Such 
is the meanneſs of detected treachery. 
1 left 


* 
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F left him kneeling, ſaying to Him, 
« Go, raſcal! now, and tell your com- 
« rades the manner m which-Trenck 
te puniſhes robbers on the highway.” 
The people had aſſembled round 
vs during the action, to whom I re- 
lated the affair, and, the attack hav- 
ing happened on the territories- of 
Dantzic, the Pruſſians were in dan- 
ger of being ſtoned by the popu- 
lace. I and my Ruſſians marched 
off victorious, proceeded to the haf 


bour, embarked, and three or four "of 


days after ſer fail for Riga, 

It is remarkable that none of the 
public papers took any notice of this 
affair; no ſatisfaction was required. 
The Pruſſians, no doubt, were 
aſhamed of being defeated in an | 
attempt ſo perfidious. *; : 

I ſince. have learned that Fre- 
deric, no doubt by the falſe repre». 
ſentations of Reimer, was highly 

» M 3 irritated, 
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irritated, and what afterwards. Hap- 
pened proves his. anger purſued me 
through every corner of the earth, 
till at laſt ] fell into his power 
at Dantzic, and ſuffered, a martyr- 
dom moſt unmerited and unexam- 
pled. 

The Pruſſian envoy," Goltz, in- 
deed, made complaints to Count 
Beſtuchef, concerning this Dantzic 
ſkirmiſh, but received no ſatislac- 
tion. My conduct was juſtified in 
Ruſſia, I having defended myſelf 
againſt aſlaſlins, as a Ruſſian captain 
. 12 
Some diſpaſſionate readers may 
blame me for not having avoided 
this rencontre, and demanded per- 
ſonal ſatisfaction of Lieutenant N. 
But I hayes through life, rather 
ſought. than avoided danger. M- 
vanity and revenge were both 
rouſed. I was every where perſe 

| cuted 
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cuted by the Pzuſſians, and was 
therefore determined to ſhow that, 
far from fearing, I was able to 
defend myſelf. 

I hired: the ſervant of the lieu- 
tenant, - whom I found honeſt | and 
faithful, 'and whom I comfortably 
ſettled in. marriage, at Vienna, in 
1753. After my ten years impri- 

ſonment, I found him Por, and 
again took him into my ſervice, in 
which he died, at Zwerbach, in 1779. 

And now behold me at ſea, on 
my voyage. to Riga. . 
heartily. before I went on board: a 
ſtorm came on; J worked half the 
night, to aid the crew, but at length 
became ſea-ſick,, and went to lie 
down. Scarcely had I cloſed my 
eyes before the maſter came with 
the joyful tidings, as he thought, 
that we were running for the port 
of Pillau. Far from pleaſing, this, 
M 4 to 


* 


I had eaten 


. $28 J*© 

to me, was dreadful intelligence. 
I ran on deck, ſaw the harbour 
right before me, and a pilot coming 
off. The ſea muſt now be either 


kept in a ſtorm, or I. fall into the 
hands of the Pruſſians'; for 1 was 


known to the whole n of 
Pillau, | 
I deſired the en to tack about 
and keep the ſea, t he would not 
Hſten to me. Per diving this, 1 
flew to my cabin, ſnatched my piſ- 
tols, returned, ſeized the helm, and 
threatened the captain with inſtant 
death, if he did not obey. My 
Ruſſians began” to murmur; they 
were averfe to encountering the 
_ dangers of the ſtorm, but luckily 
they were RI more averſe to meet 
my anger, overawed, as they were, 
by my piſtols, and my two fervants, 
wha ſtood by me faithfully. * 
_ Half an hour after the ſtorm de⸗ 


ga 
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gan to ſubſide, and we fortunately 
arrived, the next day, in the harbour 
of Riga. The .captain, however, 
could not be appeaſed, but accuſed 

me before the old and honourable 
Marſhal Lacy, then governor of 
Riga. I was obliged to appear, and 
replied to the charge by relating the 
truth. The governor anſwered, my 
obſtinacy might have occaſioned the 
death of a hundred and ſixty perſons. 
I, ſmiling, retorted, ] have brought 
e them all ſafe to port, pleaſe your 
ce Excellency; and, for my part, my 
« fate would have been much more 
*© merciful, by falling into the hands 
« of my God, than into the hands of 
my enemies. My danger was ſo 
great that I. forgot the danger of 
© others ;. beſides, fir, I knew my 
«comrades were ſoldiers,. and fear. 

«ed death as little as I' do.” My | 
anſwer. pleaſed the. fine grey-headed | | 


Ms. gene- 
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general, and he gave me a recom 
mendation to the chancellor Beſ- 
t tuchef at Moſcow. 

General Lieuwen had m 
from Moravia, for Ruſſia, with the 
army, and was then at Riga. I 
went to pay him my reſpects; he 
kindly received me, and took me to 
one of his ſeats, named Annaburg, 
four miles from Riga. Here I re- 
mgined ſome days, and he gave me 
every recommendation to Moſcow, 
where the court then was, It was 
intended I ſhould endeavour to ob- 
tain a company in the regiment of 
cuiraſiers, the captains of which 
then ranked as majors, and he ad- 
viſed me to throw up my commiſſion 
in the Siberian regiment of Tobolſki 
dragoons. Peace be to the manes 
and the memory of this worthy man ! 
May God reward his benevolence! 
From Riga I departed, in com- 
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pany with M. Oettinger, lieutenant- 


colonel of engineers, and Lieutenant 


Weiſmann, for Moſcow. This is 
the ſame Weiſmann who rendered 
ſo many important ſervices to Rul- 


ſia, during the laſt war with the 


Turks. 

On my arrival, after delivering i in 
my letters of recommendation, I 
was particularly well received by 
Count Beſtuchef. Oettinger, whoſe 
friendſhip I had gained, was exceed- 
ingly intimate with the chancellor, 


and my intereſt was W pro- 
moted. 


I had not been long at Moſcow 


before I met Count Hamilton, my 


former friend during my abode at 
Vienna. He was captain of cavalry, 


in the regiment of General Bernes, 


who. had been ſent as imperial am- 
baſſador to Ruſſia. 


* Bernes' had been ambaſſador at 
M6 Derlin 


. 
Berlin in 1743, where he had con- 
feguently known me during the 
+ height of my favour at the court of 

Frederic. Hamilton preſented me to 
him, and I had the good fortune ſo 
tar to gain his friendſhip, that, after 
+ a few viſits, he endeavoured-to de- 
tach me from the Ruſſian: ſervice, 
offering me the ſtrongeſt recom- 
mendations to Vienna; and a com- 
pany in his own -regiment, My 
couſin's misfortunes, however, had 
leſt too deep an. impreſſion upon 
my memory, for me to follow his 
advice. The Indies would then 
have been preferred by me to Au- 
ſtria. Ht 
Bernes invited me to dine with 
kim in company with his boſom: 
friend, Lord Hyndford the Engliſtr 
ambaſſador. . How great was the 
pleaſure I that day received! This 
eminent ſtateſman had known me 
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at Berlin, and was preſent when Fre 
deric had honoured; me, with ſay | 
ing, Ce un matador de ma: jeuneſſa. 
He was well read in men, conceived 
a good opinion of my abilities, and 
became a friend and father to me. 
He ſeated me by his ſide at table, 
and aſked me, Why came you 
«. here, Trenck 8 In ſearch of 
« bread and honour, my | Lord,” 
anſwered I, © having unmeritedly, 
te loſt them both in my own coun» 
« try.” He farther enquired. the 
ſtate of my finances; I. told him 
my whole ſtore might be ſome thirty 
ducats. 
"2 Take my counſel, „aid he; «you 
& have the neceſſary qualifications 
e to ſucceed in Ruſſia, but the peo- 
« ple here deſpiſe poverty, judge 
4 from the exteriour only, and da 
© not include ſervices, or talents, 
« jn the eſtimate; you muſt have the 


* appear- 
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er appearance of being wealthy, F 
and Bernes will introduce you into 
& the beſt families, and will ſup- 
& ply you with the neceſſary means 
« of ſupport. Splendid liveries, 
e led horſes, diamond rings, deep 
ce play, a bold front, undaunted free. 
« dom with ſtateſmen, and gallant- 
« ry among the ladies, are the means 
ce by which foreigners muſt” make 
« their way in this country, Avail 
„„ yourſelf of them, and leave the 
e reſt to us.“ This leſſon laſt- 
ed ſome time. Bernes entered in 
the interim, and. they determined 
mutually to contribute towards my 
promotion. 

Few of the young men who ſeek 
their fortune in foreign countries, 
meet incidents ſo favourable. For- 

tune for a moment ſeemed willing 
to recompenſe my paſt ſufferings, 


and again to raiſe me to the height 
from 


| * 
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from which I had fallen, Theſe 
ambaſſadors, here again by accident: 
met, had before been witneſſes of 
my proſperity when at Berlin. The 
talents I poſſeſſed, and the favour 
I then enjoyed, attracted the notice; 
of all foreign miniſters. They were 
boſom friends, equally: well read in 
the human heart, and equally bene 
volent and noble-minded ; their 
recommendation at court was de- 
ciſive; the nations they repreſented 
were in alliance with Ruſſia, and: 
the confidence Beſtuchef placed in 
them was unbounded. 

F was now introduced into all 
companies,. not as a foreigner who- 
came to intreat- employment, but 
as the heir of the hovſe of Trenck, 
and its rich Hungarian poſſeſſions, 
and as the former favourite of the 
Pruſſian monarch. =" 

J was alſo admitted to the ſociety 

of 


o 
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on the anniverſary of the coronation 
of the Empreſs Elizabeth. Hynd- 
ford took care ſhe ſhould ſee it, andy 
in conjunction with the chancellor; 
preſented me to the ſovereign. My 
reception was moſt gracious ;. ſhe 
herſelf recommended me to the chan- 
cellor, and preſented me with a gold- 
hilted ſword,. worth: a thouſand ru» 
bles. This raifed me highly in the 
_ eſteem of all the houſes of. the © Reds 
chef party. | 
- Manners were at that time ſo 
rude in Ruſſia, that every foreign» 
er, who gave a dinner, or. a ball, 
muſt ſend notice. to. the chancellor 
Beſtuchef, that he.might return a liſt 
of the gueſts allowed to, be invited. 
Faction governed every. thing, and, 
wherever. Beſtuchef. was, no friend 
of Woronzow durſt appear. I was 
the intimate of the Auſtrian and 
- Eng- 


of che firſt literati, and wrote a poem 
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Engliſh ambaſſadors; confequently, 
was careſſed and eſteemed in all 
companies. I ſn became the 
favourite of the chancellor's lady, 
as I ſhall hereafter notice; and 
nothing more was wanting to obtain | 
all ennie „ ot e 
I was well acquainted with chi- 
tectural deſign, had free acceſs to the 
houſe and cabinet of the chancellor, 
where I drew in company with Co- 
lonel, Oettinger, who was then the 
head architect of Ruſſia, and made 
the perſpective view of the new 
palace, which; the chancellor in- 
tended . 4 build! at Mofa by 


* Books — 2125 frandal, all i in- 
form us that the Cheſterfield ſyſtem, far from 
being ſuppoſed depraved; i is held honourable; 
and its pupils boaſt of their-exploits in all 
fareign countries. | We, ſay foreign, for wo 
have an ardent hope England is Mall en. ex» 


ceptign. OY W 
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wliich I acquired univerſal honour. 
I had. gained more acquaintance in, 
and knowledge of, Ruſſia in one 
month, than others, wanting my 
means, have done in twelve. 

As I was one day relating my: 
progreſs to Lord Hyndford, he, like 
a friend, grown grey in courts, 
kindly took the parental trouble to- 
adviſe me. From him I obtained | 


was acquainted with all the i intrigues. 
of European courts, their families, 
party cabals, the -foibles of the mo- 
narchs, the principles of their go- 
vernment, the plans of the great 
Peter, and had alſo made the peace 
of Breſlaw, Thus, having been the 
confidential friend of Frederic, he 
was intimately acq uainted with his 
heart, as well as the ſources of his 
Power. Hyndford was penetrating, 
noble minded „had the greatneſs ot 


F 3 
the Briton, without his haugptinelss 
and the principles, by which he 
combined the paſt, the preſent, and 
the future, Were ſo clear that I, his 
ſcholar, hy adhering to them, have 
been enabled to foretell all the moſt 
remarkable revolutions that have 
happened, during the ſpace of fix. 
and thirty years, in Europe. By 
theſe knew, when any miniſter was 
diſgraced, who ſhould he his ſucceſ- 
ſor, - I daily paſſed ſome hours 
improving by his kind converſations. 
and to him am I indebted for moſt 
of that knowledge of the world: 
L happen to poſſeſs. eee 
He took various opportunities of 
cautioning me againſt the effects of 
an ardent, ſanguine temper, and me 
hatred of arbitrary power; warned 
me to beware of the determined: 
perſecution- of Frederic, of his irre- 
cancileable anger, his intrigues and 


it 
Wy * 
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influengs in the various courts of 
Europe, which he would certam f, 
exert to prevent my: promotion, 


leſt 1 ſhould impede His own pro- 


jects, and lamented my future ſuf- 
ferings, which he -plainly- föreſũw. 
« Deſpots,” ſaid he, always are | 
& ſuſpicious, and abhor thoſe who 
ce have a conſciouſneſs of their own 
& worth, of tlie Tights of mankind; * 
ce and hold the laſh of ſlavery in 
« deteſtation. The enlightened are, 
by them, called reſtleſs ſpirits, 
et turbulent and dangerous; and: 
« virtue, there, where virtue is un- 
« neceſſary for the humbling and 
«trampling upon the ſuffering ſub- 
« ject, is accounted a orime, of alb 
tc others, the moſt to- be dreaded.” 
Hyndford taught me to know; 
and highly to value, freedom, to- 
deſpiſe tyrants, to endure the worſt! 
ef” miſeries, to emulate. true grem— 
_— :,.” neſs 


0.4 
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neſs of mind, to deſpiſe danger, and 
to honour only thoſe whoſe eleya- 
tion of ſoul Rad taught them equally 
to oppoſe bigotry and deſpotiſm. 

Bernes was a philoſopher, but, 
vith the penetration of an Italian, 
more cautious than Hyndford, yet 
equally honeſt and worthy. His 
friendſhip for me was unbounded, 


pany was oftee 
precious, 'The liberality of my ſen- 
timents, thirſt after knowledge and 
ſcientific acquirements, gained their 
favour: our tapicks of converſation 
were inexhauſtible; and I acquired 
more real information. at Moſcow 
than at Berlin, under the tuigon of 
La Metri, Maupertuis, and .Y@Raire. 

Scarcely had I been ſix weeks in 
this city before I had an adventure 
which I ſhall here relate, for, myſelf 
excepted, all the perſons canterned 


8 * 


& * 
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in it are now dead. Intrigues pro- 


perty belong to en This book® | 
is intended for a more ſerious pur- 
poſe, and they are, therefore, here 


uſually ſuppreſſed. It cannot be 
ſuppoſed 1 was a woman-hater. 
Moſt of the good or bad fortune 
I experienced originated in love, 


I was not, by nature, ineonſtant, and 
was incapable of deceit, even in 
amours. In the very ardour of 
youth I always ſhunned mere ſenſual 


pleaſures. 1 loved for more exalted 
reaſons, and for ſuch fought to be 


beloved again. Love and friend- 


ſhip were; with me, always united; 
and theſe 1 was capable of inciting, 


maintaining, and deſerving. The 
moſt difficult of acceſs, the nobleſt 
and the faireſt, were ever my 


Choice; and my veneration for theſe 


always deterred - me from groſſer 
gratifications, By woman I was 
formed; 


{ 26g ) 
formed; by the faith of woman 
ſupported under misfortunes in the 
company of woman enjoyed the few 
hours of delzgfit my life of ſorrows 
has experienced. Woman, beautt- 
ful and well inſtructed, even now, 
lightens the burthen of age, the 
world's tediouſneſs, and its woes; 
and, when theſe are ended, I would 
rather with my eyes might be cloſed 
by fair and virgin hands, than, when 
expiring, - fixed on a * | 
prieſt. | * 
My Wee with women would | 
amply furniſh a romance: but 
enough of this; I ſhould not relate 
the Fog were it not ne to 


men *, 


Dining, 

* It would be unpardonable not to warn 

the youthful reader of the mixture of good 

and bad morality in what the Baron has here, 
and in various other places, been pleaſed to 

3 ſay 
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Dining one public day with 
Lord Hyndford, I was ſeated beſide 
a charming young lady of one of 
the beſt families in Ruſſia, who had 
been promiſed in marriage, though 
only ſeventeen, to 'an old invalid 
miniſter. Her eyes ſoon told me 
ſhe thought me preferable to her 
intended -bridegroom, 1 underſtood 
them, lamented her hard fate, and 
was ſurpriſed to hear her exclaim, 
Oh Heavens! that it were poſſi- 
c ble you could deliver me from 
«© my misfortune : I would engage to 
do whatever you would direct.“ 

The impreſſion ſuch an ani 
muſt make on a man of four. and 
twenty, of a temperament like ming 
may eaſily be ſuppoſed. The lady 


fay concerning love; or, rather, as te too 
olten and too evidently means, the worſt part 
ef love, OY T. | 
Is © was 
| 


* | 


) % 


CF 3 
was raviſhingly beautiful; her ſoul 
was candour itſelf, and her rank that. 
of a princeſs; but the court com- 
mands had already been given in 
favour of the marriage; and flight, 
with all its inſeparable dangers, 
was the only expedient. A publie 
table was no place for long explana« 
tions, Our hearts were already 
one, I requeſted an interview, and 
the next day was appointed, the 
place the Trotzer' garden, where I 
paſſed three rapturous hours in her 
company; thanks to her ar 
who was a Georgian. 

To eſcape, however, from Mot 
cow was impoſſible. The diſtance 
thence, to any foreign country, 
was too great. The court was not 
to remove to Peterſburg till the 
next ſpring, and her marriage was 
fixed for the firſt of Auguſt. The 
misfortune was not to be remedied, 

Vol. I. 1 and 
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and nothing was left us but patience: 
perforce. We could only reſolve 
to fly from - Peterſburg, when there, 
the ſooneſt poſſible, and to take 
refuge-in ſome corner -of 'the earth, 
where we might remain unknown 
of all. The marriage, therefore, 
was celebrated with pomp, though 
I, in deſpite of forms, was the true 
huſband of the princeſs. Such was 
the ſtate of the - huſband impoſed 
upon her that, to deſcribe it, and 
not give diſguſt, were impoſſible.  - 

The princeſs gave me her jewels, 
and ſeyeral thouſand rubles, which 
he had received as a nuptial pre- 
ſent, that I might purchaſe every 
thing neceſſary for flight : my evil 
deſtiny, however, had otherwiſe de- 
termined, I was playing at ombre 
with her, one night, at the houſe of 
the Counteſs of Beſtuchef, when ſhe 
ic, of a violent head-ach, 
appointed 
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appointed me to nieet her, on the 


morrow, in the Trotzer gardens, 
claſped my hand with inexpreſſible 


emotion, and departed. Alas) I never 
beheld her more, till irerched upon 


her bier! 

She grew delirious that very 
night, and ſo continued till her 
death, which happened on the ſixth 


day, when the ſmall pox began to ap- 


pear. During her dereliction ſhe 


diſcovered our love, and inceſſantly - 


called on me to deliver her from her 
tyrant, Thus, in the flower of her 
age, periſhed one of the moſt lovely 


women- I ever knew, and with her 


fled all I held moſt dear. 
All my plans were now to be new 
arranged. Lord Hyndford alone 


was in the ſerret, for I had no ſecrets. 
for him: he ſtrengthened me in my 


firſt reſolution, and owned that he 
aun for ſuch a miſtreſs, might 
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Perhaps have been we enough to 
have ated as I had done. Almoſt 
as much moved as myſelf, he ſym- 


pathized with me like a friend, and 


his advice deterred me from endigg 


my miſeries, and deſcending with her, 


whom I had loved and loſt, to the 
grave. This was the ſevereſt trial I 
had ever felt. Our affection was 


| unbounded, and ſuch only as noble 


hearts can feel. She being gone, 


the whole world became a deſert. 


There is not a man on earth, whoſe 
life affords more various turns of 
fate than mine. Swiftly raiſed to 
the higheſt pinnacle of hope, as ſud- 
denly was I caſt headlong down, and 
ſo remarkable were theſe revolu- 
tions that he who has read my 
hiſtory will at laſt find it difficult 
to ſay whether he envies or pities 
me moſt. And yet theſe were, 


in reality, but preparatory to the 
2 evils 


* 
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evils that hovered over my devoted 
head. Had not the remembrance 
of paſt joys ſoothed and ſupported 
me under my ſufferings, I cer- 
tainly ſhould not have endured the 
ten years torture of the Magdeburg 


dungeon, with a fortitude that might 


have been worthy even of Socrates, 
Enough of this. My blood again 
courſes ſwifter through my veins as 
E write |: Reſt, gentle maiden; noble 
and lovely as thou wert! For thee | 
ought Heaven to have united a form 
ſo fair, animated as it was by a ſoul 
ſo pure, to ever-blooming youth and 
immortality. 
My love for this lady became 
well known in Moſcow; yet her 
corpulent overgrowu huſband had 
not underſtanding enough to ſup- 
poſe there Ms any meaning in her 
rhapſodieg during her delirium. 
N ; Her- 
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Her gifts to me amounted, in va» 
lue, to about ſeven thouſand ducats. 
Lord Hyndford, and Count Bernes, 
both adjudged them legally mine, 
and well am] aſſured her heart had. 
bequeathed me much more. 

To this event ſucceeded another, 
by which my fortune was greatly 
influenced. The Counteſs of Beſ- 
tuchef was then the moſt ami- 
able and witty woman at court. 
Her huſband, cunning, ſelfiſh, ' but. 
ſhallow, had the name of mini- 
ſter, while ſhe, in reality, governed 
with a genius at once daring and. 
comprehenſive. The, too pliant 
Elizabeth carcleſs]y. left the moſt 
important things to the direction of. 
others. Thus the Counteſs was 
the firſt perſon of the empire, and. 
on whom the attention of all the 
foreign miniſters was fixed. 


Haughbty and majeſtic in N | 
or, 


| | 
- 1 ' 
1 


n 


or, ſhe was ſuppoſed to be the 
only woman at court who continued: 
faithful to her huſband ;/ which ſup- 
poſition probably originated in her 
art and education, ſhe being a Ger - 
man born; for I afterward found her 
virtue was only pride, and a know- 
ledge of the national character. The 
Ruſſian lover rules deſpotic over is 
miſtreſs; requires money, ſubmxf- 
fion, and, ſhould he meet oppoſition, | * 
threatens her with blows and the eB 
diſcovery of her ſecret. 
During Elizabeth's reign MEISE 
could neither appear at court, nor 
in the beſt company, without the in- 
troduction of Beſtuchef. 1 and Sie- 
vers, gentleman of the chamber, 
. were at that time the only Germans 
who had free egreſs and regreſs in 
all houſes of faſnion: my being pro- 
tected by the Engliſn and Auſtrian 
ambaſſadors, gave me very pecu⸗ 
N 4 lian 
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tiar advantages, and made r com- 


pany every where courted. 


Beſtuchef had been bbs: dur- 


ing the late reign, at Hamburg, in. 
which inferior ſtation he married 
the counteſs, at that time, though 
. young and handſome, only the wi- 
dow of the merchant Boettger. Un- 
der Elizabeth, Beſtuchef roſe to the 


ſummit of rank and power, and the 
widow Boettger became the - firſt 


lady in the empire. When I knew 


her, ſhe was eight and thirty, conſe- 


- quently no beauty, though a woman. 


highly endowed in mind and man- 
ners, of keen diſcernment, diſliking 
the Ruſſians, protecting the Pruſſians, 


and at whoſe averſion all trembled. 
Her carriage towards the Ruſſians. 


was, what it muſt be in her ſitua- 


tion, lofty, cautious, and ironical, 
rather than kind. To me ſhe ſhewed- 
the utmoſt eſteem on all oecaſions, 


A 7 wel. 
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welcomed me to her table, and of- 
ten admitted me to drink coffee in 
company with herſelf alone and Co- 
lonel Oettinger. The counteſs ne- 
ver failed giving me to underſtand 
ſhe had perceived my love for the 
Princeſs N—; and, though I con- 
ſtantly denied the fact, ſhe related 
circumſtances which ſhe could have 
known, as I thought, only from my 
miſtreſs herſelf: my ſilence pleaſed 
her; for the Ruſſians, when a lady 

has a partiality for them, never fail 
to vaunt of their good fortune. She 
| wiſhed to perſuade me ſhe had ob- 


ſerved us in company, had read the _ 


language of our eyes, arid had long 
penetrated our ſecret. I was igno- 
rant at that time that ſhe then, and 
had long before, 'entertained the 
maid of my miſtreſs, as a toy in her 
About a week after the death of 
N 5 the 
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the princeſs, the. counteſs invited 
me to take coffee with her, in her 
chamber; lamented my loſs, and the 
violence of that paſſion which had 
deprived me of all my cuſtomary 

vivacity, and altered my very ap- 
pearance. She ſeemed ſo intereſted 
in my behalf, and expreſſed ſo manꝝ 
wiſhes, and ſo ardent, to better 
my fate, that I could. no longer 
doubt. Another opportunity ſoon 
happened, which confirmed theſe my. 
ſuſpicions : her mouth confeſſed her 
ſentiments. Diſcretion, ſecreſy, and 
fidelity, were the laws ſhe impoſed; 
and never did. I experience a more 
ardent paſſion from woman. Such 
was her underſtanding and penetra- 
tion, ſhe knew how to rivet mx. af- 
fections. | 
Caution was the thing moſt ne- 
ceſſary. She contrived, however, 
to make opportunity. The chan- 
cellor 


\ 


e 
cellor valued, confided in me, and 
employed me in his cabinet; ſo that 


I remained whole days in the houſe. 


My captainſhip of cavalry was now 
no longer thought of: I was deſtined 


to political employment, My firſt _ 


was to be gentleman of the cham- 
ber, which in Ruſſia is an office of 


importance, and the proſpect of fu- 
turity became to me moſt reſplen- 


dent. Lord Hyndford, ever the re- 
poſitory of my ſecrets, counſelled 
me, formed plans for my conduct, 


rejoiced at my ſucceſs, and refuſed 


to be reimburſed the expence he had 
been at, though now my circum» 
ſtances were proſperous. | 
The degree of credit I 8 
ſoon was noticed: foreign miniſters 
began to pay their court to me; 
Goltz, the Pruſſian miniſter, made 
every effort to win me, but found 


me incorruptible. 
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©. © "FRE Ruſſian alliance was at this 


time highly courted by foreign 


powers; the humbling of Pruſſia was 


the thing generally wiſhed and plan- 
ned; and nobody was better in- 
formed than myſelf of miniſterial 
and family factions at this court, 

My miſtreſs, a year after my ac- 
quaintance with her, fell into her 
enemies” power, and, with her huſ- 
band, was delivered over to the exe- 
cutioner. Chancellor Beſtuchef, in 


the year 1756, was forced to confel- 


fion, by the knout. Apraxin, mini- 
fter of war, had a ſimilar fate. The 
wife of his brother, then envoy in 
Poland, was, by the treachery of a 
certain Lieutenant Berger, with three 
others of the firſt ladies of the court, 
knouted, branded, and had their 
tongues cut out. This happened in 
the year 1741, when Elizabeth 
aſcended the throne, Her huſband, 
1 | ___how- 


(7 ) 
however, faithfully ſerved : I knew =_ 
him, as Ruſſian envoy, at Vienna, in an 
1751+ This may indeed be called the 7 
love of our country, and thus does it 
happen to the firſt men of the ſtate: 
what then can a foreigner hope for, 
if perſecuted, and in the power of 
thoſe in authority? 5 

No man, in ſo ſhort a ſpace of 
time, had greater opportunities thay 
I, to diſcover the ſecrets of ſtate; ' | 
eſpecially when guided by Hynd- 
ford and Bernes, under the reign of 
a well meaning but ſhort-ſighted 


* There is a confuſion of dates, as well as 
facts, in the above paragraph. Perhaps there 
may be ſome error of the preſs; and the 
Baron's long impriſonment, and the advanced 
age in which he wrote, might both, or either, 
lead to miſtake. The Baron's chronology, 9 
even of himſelf, is throughout very inaccu- —_ 
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Empreſs, whoſe firſt miniſter was 4 


weak man, directed by the will of 


an able and ambitious wife, and 
which wife loved me, a ſtranger, 
an acquaintance - only of a few 


months, ſo paſſionately that to this 


paſſion ſhe would have ſacrificed 
every other object. She might, in 
fact, be conſidered as Empreſs of 
Ruſſia, diſ poſing of peace or war; 
and, had I been more prudent or leſs 


| ſincere, I might, in ſuch a ſituation, 


have amaſſed treaſures, and depoſited. 
them in full ſecurity. Her generoſity 
was boundleſs ; and, though obliged 
to pay above a hundred thouſand ru- 
bles, in one year, to diſcharge her 

ſon's debts, yet might I have ſaved 


a ſtill larger ſum; but halfof the gifts 
the obliged me to receive I lent to 
this ſon, and loſt. So far was I from 


ſelfiſn, and ſo negligent of wealth, 


that, by ſupplying the wants of. 


others, 


* 
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others, I often, on a reverſe of for- 
tune, ſuffered want myſelf, N 

This my ſplendid ſucceſs in 
Ruſſia diſpleaſed the great Frederic, 
whoſe perſecution every where at- 
tended me, and who ſuppoſed his in- 
tereſt injured by my ſucceſs. in Ruſſia. 
The incident I am going to relate 
was, at the time it happened, well 
known to, and cauſed much agi- 
tation among, all the foreign am- 
baſſadors. 

Lord Hyndford deſired I would 
make him a fair copy of a plan of 
Cronſtadt, for which he furniſhed 
the materials, with. three additional 
drawings of the various ſhips in the 
harbour, and their names. There 
was neither danger nor ſuſpicion at- 
tending this; the plan of Cronſtadt 
being no ſecret, but publicly ſold in 
the ſhops of Peterſburg. England 


was likewiſe. then in the cloſeſt al- 
liance 
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fiance with Ruſſia. Hyndford ſhews-- 
ed the drawing to Funk, the Saxon: 
envoy, his intimate friend, who aſked 
his permiſſion to copy it himſelf. 
Hyndford gave him the plan ſigned 
with my name, and after Funk had: 
been ſome days employed copying 
it, the Pruſſian miniſter; Goltz; who+ 
lived in his-neighbourhood, came in, 
as he frequently paid him friendly 
viſits. Funk, unſuſpectingly, ſnewed 
him my drawing, and both lament- 
ed that Frederic had loſt: fo uſeful a 
ſubject. Goltz aſked to borrow it, 
for a couple of days, in order to cor 
rect his own, and Funk, one of the 
worthieft, moſt honeſt, and leaſt 
ſuſpicious of men, who loved me 
like a brother, accorditgly lent thre 
Plan. N 
No ſooner was Goltz in poſlellon 
of it than he hurried to the chan- 
cellor, with whoſe weakneſs he was 
well 


* 
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well acquainted, told him his intent 
in coming was. to prove that a 
man, who had once been unfaithful 


to. his king and country, where he- 


had been loaded with favours, would: 
certainly betray, for his own private 

intereſt, every ſtate where he was. 
truſted. He continued his preface, 
by ſpeaking of the rapid progreſs IL. 


had made in Ruſſia, and the free en-. 


trance I had found. in the chancel- 
lor's houſe, where I was received as 


a ſon, and initiated i in the ſecrets of 


the cabinet. 


The chancellor defended: me 


Goltz then endeavoured to incite 
his jealouſy, and told him my pri- 
vate interviews with his wife, eſpe- 
cially in the palace garden, were 
publicly ſpoken of. This he had 
learned from his ſpies, he having: 
endeavoured, by the ſnares he laid, 
to make my deſtruction certain. 
48 He, 
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cellor became very angry: Goltz 
then took my plan of Cronſtadt 
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File likewiſe led Beſtuchef to ſuſc 
pect his ſecretary, S— n, was a party 
in the intrigue; till at laſt the chan 


from his pocket, and added, . Your 
« excellency is nouriſhing a. ſer- 
ce pent in your boſom. This draw- 

«ing have I received from Trenck, 
£ copied. from your cabinet deſigns, 

«for two: hundred: ducats.” He 
knew I was employed there ſome- 


times with Oettinger; whoſe office it 


was to inſpect the buildings and re- 
pairs of all the Ruſſian fortifications. 
Beſtuchef was aſtoniſhed ; his anger 
became violent, and Goltz added- 


fuel to the flame, by inſinuating I 
ſhould not be ſo powerfully pro- 
tected by Bernes, the Auſtrian am- 
baſſador, were it not to favour the 
views of his own court. Beſtuchef 
mentioned proſecution and the knovt; 
. n 


Ca 7 | 

Goltz replied my friends were too 
powerful, my pardon would be pro- 
cured, and the evil this way increaſ- _ 
ed. They therefore determined to 
have me ſecretly ſecured, and pri- 
vately conveyed to Siberia. 

Thus, while I unſuſpeQingly 
dreamed of nothing but happineſs, 
the gathering ſtorm threatened de- 
ſtruction, which only was averted by 
accident, or God's good providence. 1 

Goltz had ſcarcely left the place, 
triumphant, when the chancellor 
entered, with bitterneſs and rancor 
in his heart, into his lady's apart- 
ment, reproached her with my con- 
duct, and, while ſhe endeavoured to 
ſooth him, related all that had paſ- 
ſed, Her penetration was much 
deeper than her huſband's: ſhe per- 
ceived there was a plot againſt me: ſhe 
indeed knew my heart better than any 
other, and particularly that I was 

| pat 
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not in want of 4 poor two hundred 
ducats. She could not, however, 
appeaſe him, and my arreſt was de- 
termined. She therefore inſtantly 
wrote me a line to the following 
purport. | 
« Youare threatened, dear friend, 
« by a very imminent danger. Do 
te not ſleep to-night at home, but 
« ſecure yourſelf at Lord Hyndford's 8 
— you hear farther from me 
Secretary S—n, her confidant 
(ide ſame who, not long fince, was 
_ Ruſſian envoy at Ratiſbon),, was 
ſent with this note. He found me, 
after dinner, at the Engliſh ambaſ- 
ſador's, and called me aſide. I read 
the billet, was aſtoniſſied at its con- 
tents, and ſnewed it Lord Hyndford. 
My conſcience was void of reproach,. 
except that we ſuſpected my ſecret. 
with the counteſs had been betrayed: 
to the chancellor; 8 and, fearing his 


= >: +; 
jealouſy, Hyndford commanded me 
to remain in his houſe till we ſhould 
make further diſcovery. - : 
We placed ſpies round the houſe 
where I lived: I was enquired for 
after midnight, and the lieutenant 


of the police came himſelf, and 


ſearched the houſe. 
Lord Hyndford went, about ten in , 
the morning, to viſit the chancellor,, . 
that he might ohtain ſome intelli- 
gence, who immediately reproach- 
ed him for having granted an 
alylum to a traitor, * What has 
te this traitor done? ſaid Hyndford, 
46 Faithleſsly copied a plan of Cron- 
ce ſtadt, from my cabinet drawings, 
anſwered the chancellor, « which he 
« has ſold, to the Pruſſian miniſter, 
“ for two hundred ducats. 


Hyndford was aſtoniſhed; he knew 
me well, and alſo knew that he had 
then in money and Jewels, more than 


eight 
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eight thouſand ducats of mine in 
His own hands; nor was he leſs i igno- 
rant of the little value I ſet on money, 
or of the ſources whence, I could 
obtain it, when 1 pleaſed.” Naw: Has 
« your excellency actually ſeen, this 
ct drawing of Trenck's ?”— 60 Yes, 
« [ have been ſhewn it by Goltz.”—" 
0 wiſh I might likewiſe be per- 
« mitred to ſee it; I know Trenck's 
drawing, and make myſelf reſpon- 
er ſible that he is no traitor. Here 
te is ſome myſtery; be fo kind a8 to 
« deſire M. Goltz will come, and | 
_ © bringhis planof Cronſtadt. T renck 
te is at my houſe, ſhall be forth- ä 
ce coming inſtantly, and I will not 
« protect him, if he proves guilty.“ 
The chancellor wrote to Goltz, 
bdaut he, artful as he was, had, no 
S doubt, taken care to be informed 
that the lieutenant of the police had 
miſſed his prey, He therefore ſent 
; an 
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„ 
an excuſe, and did not appear. 'In 
the mean time I entered. Hyndford 
then addreſſed me, with the openneſs 
of an Engliſhman, and aſked—< Are 


« you traitor, Trenck ? If ſo, vou 
« do not merit my protection, but 


« ſtand here a ſtate priſoner. Have 
6e you ſold a plan of Cronſtadt to 
« M. Goltz?“ My "anſwer may 
eaſily be. ſuppoſed. Hyndford re- 
hearſed what the chancellor had told 
him, I was defired to leave the 

room, and Funk was ſent for. The 
moment he came in, Hyndford ſaid, 
« Sir, where is that plan of Cronſtadt 
.« which Trenck copied?“ Funk, 
heſitating, replied, “ will go for ãt.“ 
« Have you it,” continued Hynd- 
ford, ſtat home? Speak upon your ho- 

« nour”—< Na, my Lord, I have 
« lent it, for a few days, to M, Galtz, 
that he may take a copy.” | 


Hyndford W then ſaw 
the 


„ ts 
| "whe whole affair, told the chat» 
Lellor the hiſtory of this plan, which 
| belonged to him, and which he had 
Jent to Funk, and requeſted a truſ. 
ty perſon might be ſent, with him, 
to make proper ſearch. Beſtuchef 
named his firſt ſecretary, and to 
him were added Funk and the Dutch 
envoy, Schwart, who happened then 
to enter. All went together to the 
houſe of Goltz. Funk here det 
manded his plan of Cronſtadt; Goltz 
gave it him, and Funk. returned it 
ro Lord Hyndford. Bio 
The ſecretary and Hyndford both 
then defired he would produce the 
plan of Cronſtadt, which he had 
bought of Trenck for two hundred 
ducats. His confuſion now was 
great, and Hyndford firmly inſiſted 
this plan ſhould be forth-coming, to 
vindicate the honour of Trenck, 
whom he held to be an honeſt man. 
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On this, Goltz anſwered, © I have 
« received my king's commands to 
© prevent theipreferment of Trenck, 
« in Ruſſia, and I have only fulfilled 
« the duty of a minifter.” T h 
Hyndford ſpit on the ground, as 
ſaid more than I now chooſe to 
repeat; after which the four gentle- 
men returned to the chancellor, and 
I was again called. Every body 
complimented me, related what had 
paſſed, and the chancellor promiſed 
I ſhould be recompenſed ; ſtrictly, 
however, forbidding me to take any 
revenge on the Pruſſian ambaſſador, 
I having ſworn, in the firſt tranſ- 
ports of anger, to puniſn him 
wherever I ſhould find him, even 
were it at the altar's ſoot. | 
The chancellor ſoothed me, kept 
me to dine with him, and endea- 
voured to aſſuage my boiling pal- | 
ſions. The counteſs affected indif- 
Vol. I. O ference 


"2 
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ference, and aſked me if ſuch-like 
actions characteriſed the Pruſſian 
nation. Funk and Schwart were 
at table. All 1 8 congratulated 
me on my victory, but none knew 
to whom I was indebted for deli- 
verance from the haſty and unjuſt 
condemnation of the chancellor, 
although my protectreſs was one of 
the company, I received a preſent 
of two thouſand rubles, the next 
day, from the chancellor, with orders 
to thank the Empreſs for this mark 
of her bounty, and accept it as a 

ſign of her eſpecial favour. I paid 
theſe my thanks ſome days after. 

The money I diſregarded, but the 

. » amiable Empreſs, by her enchanting 
benevolence, made me forget the 

paſt. The ſtory became public, 
and Goltz appeared neither in com- 
pany nor at court. The manner in 
which the counteſs, perſonally, 

| reproach- 


were 


A 
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ſpect, paſs over. Bernes, the crafty 
Piedmonteſe, aſſured me of revenge, 
without my troubling myſelf* in the 
matter, and—what happened after 
I know not: Goltz appeared but 
little in company, fell ill when T had , 


left Ruſſia, and died, ſoon _ * 


0 4 1 
a conſumption, „ ' 


* 


This vile man was, no doubt, the 


aſterward fell upon me“. 1 mould 


Ruſſia; the misfortunes that befel 
Befluchef, and his family, ſome years 
afterward, might have been averted; 
I ſhould 'nevet. have returned to 
Vienna, a city ſo fatal to the name 


* The Baron forgets himſelf, and con- 
tinually makes the perſon, or incident, he is then 


ſpeaking of the principal and firſt cguſe af 


his future ſufferings. They were incurred by 
2 a combination of theſe cauſes. T. 
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reproached him I ſhall, out of re- 


cauſe of all the calamities which 


have become one of the firſb men in 
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„ „ „ ry 
of Trenck; by the mediation of 
_ the, Ruſſian court, I ſhould have 
recovered my great Sclavonian 
eſtates ; my days of perſecution, at 
Vienna, would have been paſſed in 
Peace and pleaſutg”: nor ſhould I 
have entered the dungeon of Mag- 
deburg. , | 
Hoy little did the Great Frederic - 
know my heart! Without having 
offended, he had rendered me miſer- 
able, had condemned me to impri- 
ſonment, at Glatz, on mere ſuſpi- 
cion, and, flying thence, naked and 
deſtitute, had confiſcated my paternal 
- Inheritance. Not contented with 
inflicting all theſe calamities, he 
would not ſuffer me, peaceably, to 
ſeek my fortune in a foreign land. 
Few are the youths who, in ſo 
ſhort a time, being expelled their . 
native country with diſgrace, by 
their own efforts, merits;and talents, 
have 


1 293 ) 

have obtained honour and fayour 
ſo great, acquired fuch powerful 
friends, or been entruſted with con- 
fidence equally unlimited in tranſ- 
actions ſo important. Enraged as 
1 was at the treachery of Goltz, had 
opportunity offered, 1 might have 
been tempted even to turn my na- 
tive country into a deſert ; nor do = 
deny that I afterward promoted 
the views of the Auſtrian envoy, 
who knew well to cheriſh the flame 
that had been kindled, and turn it 
to his own uſe. Till this moment 
I certainly never felt the leaſt en- 
mity, either to my country, or king, 
nor did I ever ſuffer myſelf, on any 
ccafion, to be made the agent of 

their diſadvantage, 
No ſooner was I entrulted; more 
intimately, with cabinet ſecrets, than 
E diſcovered the ſtate of factions, 
and that Beſtuchef and Apraxin 
9 were 


<( 294 ). 
were, even then, in Pruſſian pay; 


that a counterpoiſe, by their means, 
might be formed to the prevalence 
of the Auſtrian party. 


Hence we may date the change 
of Ruſſian politics in the year 1762. 
Here alſo we may find a clue to the 
eontradictory orders, artifices, poſi- 
tions, retreats, and diſappointments 
of the Ruſſian army, in the ſeven 
years war v. The counteſs, who 


was obliged to act with greater 
caution, foreſaw the conſequences 
of the various intrigues in which her 
| huſband was engaged: her love for 


me naturally drew her from her 


* - 


former party; ſhe confided every 


ſeeret to me, and ever remained, till 
her, fall, which happened in 1958, 
during my impriſonment, niy beſt 
friend and correſpondent. Hence 


# Beginning in 1756: fo called by tho 


German writers. 4 — 


Was 


(i; 295 ) 
was I fo well informed of all the 
plans againſt Pruſſia, to the years 


1754 and 1755; much more ſo than 
manyminiſtersof the intereſted courts, 


who imagined they alone were in the 
ſecret. How many after events could 
Ithen have företold! Such was the 


perverſeneſs of my deſtiny, that, 
where T ſhould moſt have been 


ſought for, and beſt known, there was 


[ teaft valued. 


No man, in my youth, would have 


believed I ſhould live to my ſixtieth 


year, untitled and obſcure. In Berlin, 


Peterſburg, . London, and Paris, 
have I been eſteemed by the greateſt 


ſtateſmen, and now am I reduced 


to the invalid liſt, How ſtrange 
are the caprices of fortune! I ought 
never to have left Ruſſia; this was 
my great error, which I ſtill live to 
repent. 4 

I have never been aecuſtömel to 


O-4 ; ſleep 
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 Neep more than four or five hours, 


ſo that, though, through life, I have 
allowed time for paying viſits and 


receiving company, I have ſtill had 


ſufficientfor ſtudy and improvement. 


Hyndford was my inſtructor in poli- 


tics; Boerhaave, then phyſician to 
the court, and my, boſom friend, my 


tutor in phyſic and literary ſubjects. 


Women formed me for court in- 
trigues, though theſe, as a philo- 
ſopher, I deſpiſed. 

The chancellorhad greatly chang- 
ed his carriage toward me, ſince 


the incident of the plan. He ob- 


ſerved my looks and words, ſhewed 
he was diſtruſtful, and deſirous of 
revenge. His lady, as well as my- 


ſelf, remarked this, and new meaſures 


became neceſſary. I was obliged 
to act an artful, but, at the ſame time, 


a very dangerous part. 


My coulin, Baron Trenck, died i in 
the 
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the Spielberg, October 4, 17499. 
and left me his heir,; on condition I 
ſhould only ſerve the houſe of 
Auſtria, In March, 1750, Count 
Bernes received the citation ſent. me 
to enter on this inhEritance. L 
would hear nothing of Vienna; the 
abominable treatment of my couſin 
terrified me. I. well knew the 
origin of his proſecution, the ſervices 
he had. rendered his country, and: 
had been an eye-witneſs of the in- 
juſtice by which he was repaid.. 
Bernes, however, repreſented that: 
the property. left me. was worth. 
much above a. million ; ; that the 
Empreſs would ſupport me in the 
purſuit . of juſtice, and. that I had: 
no perſonal enemy at Vienna; that. 
a. million of. certain property, in. 
Hungary, was much ſuperior to the 
higheſt expectations in Ruſſia, where: 
L myſelf had beheld. ſo. many 

WS changes. 
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changes of fortune, and th&effe&y 
of family cabals. Ruſſia he painted 


as dangerous, Vienna as ſecure, and 
promiſed me himſelf effectual aſ- 
ſiſtance, as his embaſſy would end 
within the year, Were I once 
rich, I might reſide in what country 
I pleaſed; nor could the perſecu- 
tions of Frederic, any where, purſue 


me ſo ineffectually as in Auſtria, 


Snares would be laid for me every 
where elſe, as I had experienced in 
Ruſſia. What,” ſaid he, © would 
cc have been the conſequence, had 
« not the counteſs warned you of 


ee the impending danger? You, like 


© many another honeſt and innocent 
ce man, would have been ſent to 


e Siberia. Your innocence muſt 


© have remained unatteſted, and 


« yourſelf, in the univerſal opinion, t 


« '2 villain and a traitor.” 


Hyndford * to me in the 
lame | 
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fame Sue, aſſured. me of kits eternal 


protection, and deſcribed London 
as a certain aſylum, ſhould J not 
find happineſs at Vienna. He ſpoke 
of "ſlavery as 2 Briton ought to 
ſpeak, reminded me of the fate of 
Munich and Ofterman, painted the 


court ſuch as I knew it to be, and 


aſked what were my expectations, 
even were I fortunate enough to 
become genera], or miniſter, in ſuch 
a countr. 


Theſe reaſonings, at length, de- 
termined me; but having plenty of 


money, I thought proper to take 


Stockholm, Copenhagen, and Hol- 


land, in my way; and Berhes was, 
in the mean time, to prepare me a 
favourable reception at Vienna. He 
deſired, alſo, I would give him au- 


thority to get poſſeſſion . of the 
eſtates to which I was heir. My 


miſtreſs ſtrongly endeavoured to 


O 6 det ain 
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detain me, but yielded, at lengtli, 


to the force of reaſon, I tore my- 


ſelf away, and promiſed, on my 
honour, to return as ſoon as. I 


had arranged my affairs at Vien- 


na. She made the propoſition of 


inveſting me with ſome foreign 
embaſſy, by which I might render 
the moſt effectual ſervices to the 
court of Vienna, In this hope we 


parted with heavy hearts: ſhe pre- 


ſented me with her portrait, and a 


ſouff-box ſet with diamonds : the 
firſt of theſe, three years afterward, 


was torn from my boſom by the offi- 


cers in my firſt dungeon at Magde- 


burg, as I fhall hereafter relate. 


The chancellor embraced me, at 


parting, with friendſhip. Apraxin 
wept, and claſped me in his arms, 
propheſying; at the ſame time, 1 
fhould never be ſo happy as in 


Ruſſia. 1 I myfelf foreboded mis- 


fortune, 


* 
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fortune, and quitted Ruſſia with 


regret, but ſtill followed the ad- 
vice of Hyndford and Bernes. 
From Moſcow I travelled to Pe- 
terſburg, where I found a letter, at 
the houſe of Baron Wolf, the banker, 
from the counteſs, which rent my 
very heart, and almoſt determined 
me to return, She endeavoured to 


terrify me from proceeding. ta 
Vienna, yet incloſed a bill for four 


thouſand rubles, to aid me on my 


journey, were I abſolutely bent to 


turn my back on fortune. 

My effects, in money and "1 
amounted. to about. thirty-ſix thou- 
ſand florins; I therefore returned 


the draught, intreated her eternal 


remembrance,, and that ſhe would, 
reſerve her favour and ſupport to 
times in which they might become 
needful. After remaining a. few 
days at Peterſburg I journeyed, by. 

* land, 


* 


9 
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kind, to Stockholm; taking with 
me letters of recommendation from 
all the foreign envoys. © 

I forgot to mention that F unk: 

was inconſolable for my departure; 

his imprudence had nearly plunged 

a9 me into miſery, and deſtroyed all: 
; my hopes in Ruſſia. Twenty- two 
years after this I met the worthy- 

man once mote in Dreſden. He, 

there, conſidered himſelf as the cauſe 

of all the evils inflicted on me, and 

aſſured me the recital of my ſuffer- 

ings had been ſo many cutting and 

bitter reproaches to his ſoul. Our- 
recapitulation of former times gave 

us endleſs pleaſure, and it' was the- 

| ſweeteſt of joys to meet and renew: 
my friendſhip with ſueh a man, after 
N « «having weathered ſo many ſtorms, of. | 

fate. 1 oy Fe: 2 * 

At Stockholm I wanted for tio re- 
commendation : the Queen, ſiſter to 

1 the 


n * $5 hs IC K ot. Is 8 
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the great Frederic, had known me 
at Berlin, when I had the honour, 
as an officer of the body-guard, of 
accompanying her to Stettin. I re- 
lated my whole hiſtory, to her with- 
out reſerve. She; from political 
motives, adviſed me not to make 
any ſtay in Stockholm, and to me 
continued, till death, an ever gra- 
cious lady. I proceeded to Copen- 
hagen, where I had buſineſs to tranſ- 
act for M. Chaiſe, the Daniſh en- 
voy, at Moſcow ; from whom, alſo, 
I. had letters of recommendation. 
Here I had the pleaſure of meeting 
my old friend, Lieutenant Bach, 
who had aided me in my eſcape 
from my impriſonment at Glatz: 
He was poor, and in debt, and 1 
procured him prqgection, by relating 
the noblx Manner in which he. had 
behaved. 1 alſo preſented him 
vich five hundred ducats, by the 

* 
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a letter of ſincereſt thanks, and died 
a colonel of huſſars in the Daniſn 
ſervice in 1779. 

I remained in Copenhagen but a 
fortnight, and then failed, in a Dutch 


ſhip, from Elſinour for Amſterdam... 
Scarcely had we put to ſea before a 


ſtorm aroſe, by which we loſt a maſt 


and our bowſprit, had our fails ſhat-- 


tered, and were obliged to caſt an- 
chor among the rocks of Gottenburg,, 
where our deliverance was ſingularly: 


fortunate. #* 
Here we lay nine ow before we 


could make the open ſea, and here I. 


aid of which he puſhed his fortune, 
He wrote to me; in the year 1776, 


found a very pleaſant amuſement, by 


going daily in. the ſhip's boat from: 


rock to rock, attended by two of. 

my ſervants, to ſhoot wild ducks,. 
and catch ſhell- fiſn; whence every. 

evening returned with proviſions, 
-..” * and 


— 
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and ſheep's milk, bought of the 
poor inhabitants for the * 
crew. 

There was a a0 among theſe 
poor people, Our veſſel was laden 
with corn; ſome of this I purchaſed, 
to the amount of ſome hundreds of 
Dutch florins, and diſtributed where- 
ever I went. I alſo gave one of 
their miniſters'a hundred florins for 
his poor congregation, who was 
himſelf in want of bread, and 
whoſe annual ſtipend did not amount. 

to one hundred and fifty. florins. 
Here, in the ſweet . pleaſure of 
doing good, I left behind me much 
of that money I had ſo eaſily acquired 
in Ruſſia; and, perhaps, had we ſtaid 
much longer, ſhould myſelf have 
left the glace in poverty. A thou- 
ſand bleſſings followed me, and the 
ſtorm· driven Trenck was long re- 


memberet 


II this worthy employment, hows» 
ever, I had nearly loſt my life. Re- 


„ 
membered and talked of at Gotten» 


burg. s "If 


z 


turning from carrying corn, the 
wind roſe, and drove the boat to- 


| ſea. I not underſtanding the ma- 
nagement of the helm, and the ſer- 


vant aukwardly handling the fails, 
the boat, in tacking, was overſet. 
The benefit of learning to ſwim I 
again experienced, and my faithful 


ſervant, who had gained the rock, 


aided me when almoſt ſpent. The 
good people, who had ſeen the 
ſhallop overſet, came off in their 
boats to my aſſiſtance. An honeſt 
Calmuc, whom I had brought from 
Ruſſia, and another of my ſervants. 
periſhed. I ſa the firſtgink after 
I had reached the ſhore. 
The kind Swedes brought me on 


| + 4 board, and alfo righted and re- 


turned 


„ | 
turned with the ſhallop! For ſome 
days I was ſea- ſick. We weighed 
anchor, and failed for the Texel, 
the mouth of which we ſaw and the 


pilots coming off, when another 


ſtorm roſe, and drove us to the port 

of Bahus, in Norway, into which we 
ran, without farther damage. In 
ſome few days we again ſet fail, 

with a fair wind, and at . 
reached Amſterdam. ; | 
Here I made no long ſtay; for, * 
the day after my arrival, an extraor- 


dinary adventure happened, in whick 


I was ed en by my own 
raſffhiellſ® 

I Was 4 dpeckator while the har- 
pooners, belonging to the whale * 
fiſhery, were exerciſing themſelves - 
in darting their harpoons, moſt of 
whom were drunk. One of them, 
Herman Rogaar by name, a hero 


| 3. theſe people for his dexterity 


with * 
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with his ſnickaſnee, came up, and 
2 paſſed ſome of his coarſe jokes upon 
my Turkiſh ſabre, and offered te 
fillip me on the noſe. I puſhed him 


from me, and the fellow threw down 
his cap, drew his ſnickaſnee, chal- 


* lenged me, called me monkey: tail, 
alänqd aſked whether I choſe a ſtraight, 
a circular, or a croſs cut. 
Thus, here was I, in this excel- 
lent company, with no choice but 
that of either fighting or running 


away. The robuſt, Herculean fel 


low grew more inſqlent, and I, turn- 


them to lend me a ſnickaſn@# No, 
« no,” ſaid the challenger, © draw 


ing round to the by-ſtanders, aſked 


ce your great knife from your ſide, | 


te and, long as it is, I will lay you a 


« the cheek.” I drew; he confi- 
dently advanced with his ſnickaſnee, 


te dozen ducats you get a gaſh in 


and, at the firſt ſtroke of my ſabre, 1 


We 
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that, and the hand that held it, dock | 
dropt to the ground, and the 1 
ſpouted in my face. 

I now expected the people . 
indubſtably, tear me to pieces; but 
my fear was changed. into aſtoniſh- 
ment at hearing a univerſal ſhout 

applauding the vanquiſher of the 
redoubted Herman Rogaar, who, ſo 
lately feared for his ſtrength and 
dexterity, became the object of their: 11 
ridicule. A Jew ſpectator conducted «vs 
me out of the crowd, and the peo- 
ple clamorouſly followed me to 
my inn. This kind of duel, by. 
which 1 gained honour, would any 
where elſe have hrought me to the 
higheſt diſgrace. A man who knew 
the uſe of the ſabre, in a ſingle day, 
might, certainly, have diſabled a 
hundred Herman Rogaars, This 
ſtory may inſtruct and warn others. | 
He that is. quarrelſome ſhall never | 
want | | 
6a Le if 
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Want an enemy. My temerity often 
engaged me in diſputes which, by 
timely compliance and calmneſs, 
might eafily have been avoided; but 
my evil genius always impelled me 
into the paths of perplexity, and 1 
. feldom ſaw danger till it was ine- 4 
Saks 719 

I left eden for the! Ages 5 
whete 'F had been recommended to 
Lord Holderneſs, the Engliſh a am- 
baſſador, by Lord Hyndford; 
Baron Reiſchach, by Bernes; to 5 
Grand Penfionary Fagel, by Schwart; ; 
and from the chancellor F had a 
letter to the Prince of Orange him- 


"MF. I could not therefore, but be 


| every where received with all poſſi- 


ble diſtinction. With theſe recom- 
mendations, and the knowledge I 
poſſeſſed, had I had the good for- 
tune to have ayoided Vienna, and 
_ to India, where talents would 
30 have a 


\ * Kd : * 


ein . 
have inſured me wealth, . ma- 
ny tears of affliction had « I. been 
ſpared! My ill fortune, however, 
had brought, me letters from Count 
Bernes; aſſuring me that heaven 
was at Vienna, and including a cita- 
tion from the high cqurt, requiring 
me to give in my claim of inherit- 
ance. Bernes farther informed me 
the Auſtrian gourt had aſſured bim 
I ſhould me# with all juſtice: and 
protection, and adviſed me to haſten 
my journey, as the executorſhip of 
the eſtates of Trenck was conducted 
but little to my advantage. | 
This advice I took, proceeded to 
Vienna, and from. that moment alli 
my happineſs had an end. I be- 
came bewildered in law-ſuits, and | 
the arts of wicked men, and all 
poſſible calamities aſſaulted me at 
once, the recital of which ok 


ſelf, afford ſubjede matter for a biſ-- , - 
| tory, - 


eee, 
tory. They began by the e 5 
ing incidents. | _ 1: va 
One M. Schenck fought 1 my ac- 
quaintance at the Hague. I met 
with him at my Hotel, where he in- 
treated I would take him to Nurem- 
berg, whence he was to proceed to 
Saxony. I complied, and bore his 
. expeſſces 3 but at Hanau, waking 
in the morning, I found my watch, 
ſet with diamonds, a rig worth two 
thouſand rubles, a diamond ſauff- 
box, with my miſtreſs's picture, and 
my purſe, containing about eighty 
ducats, ſtolen from my bed-ſide, 
and Schenck become inviſible. Lit- 
tle affected by the loſs of money, at. 
any. time, I yet was grieved for my | 
ſnuff- box. The raſcal, however, 
had eſcaped, and it was fortunate 
that the remainder of my ready 
money, with my bills of exchange, 
were ſafely locked up. 


I now 


j 


two years; and the reader will aM 


* 
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I. now. purſued my journey with- 
out company, and arrived in Vienna. 


1 cannot exactly recollect in what 
month, but I had been abſent about 


that it was barely poſſible for any 


man, in ſo;ſhort a time, to have ex- 
perienced more various changes of 
fate, though many ſmaller incidents | 
have been, ſügpreſſed. The places, 
where my pledged. fidelity required 
diſcretion, will be eaſily ſuppoſed, 


as likewiſe will the concealment 


of court intrigues and. artifices, 
the, publication of Which might 
even yet ſubject me to more perſe- 


cutions. All writers are not per- 


mitted to ſpeak truth of monarchs 
and miniſters. I am the father of 
eight children, and parental, love 
and. duty. yanquiſh, the inclination, of 
the author ; and. this duty, this alfec- 


tion, have made me Particularly 
Vor. I. P : cautious | 
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cautious in relating what happened 
to me at Vienna, that I might, there 
by, ſerve them more effectually than 
by indulging the pride of the writer, 
or the vengeance of the man. 
Since accounts ſo various, contra- 
dictory, and diſhonourable to the 
name of Trenck, have been circu- 
lated in Vienna, concerning facts 
which: happened thimy- ſeven years 
ago, I will here give a ſhort ab- 
ſtract of them, and ſuch as may be 
verified by the records of the court. 
I pledge my honour to the truth of 
the ſtatement, and, were I ſo allowed, 
would prove it, to the conviction 
of any unprejudiced court of juſ- 
tice; but this I cannot hope, as 
princes are much more diſpoſed to 

beſtow unmerited favours 'than to 
make retribution to thoſe whom they 
have vnjuſtly puniſhed. 


Fr rancis Bron Trenck died 1 in the 
8 * 


| COME TE ett: 
Spielberg, October 4, 1749. It has 
been erroneouſly believed, in Vien- 
na, that his eſtates were confiſcated 
by the ſentence which condemned 


him to the Spielberg. He had 


committed no offence againſt the 
ſtate, was accuſed of none, much leſs 
convicted. The court ſentence was, 
that the adminiſtration of his eftate 
ſhould be committed to Counſellor 
Kempf and Baron Peyaczewitz, who 
were ſelected by himſelf, and the 
accounts of his ſtewards and farmers. 
were to be ſent him yearly, - He 
continued, till his death, to have the 
free and entire Aae of his pro- 
perty. * | | 
Although, before his death, he 
ſent for his advocate, Doctor Berger, 
and 'by him petitioned the Empreſs 
ſhe would iſſue the neceſſary orders 
to the Governor of the Spielberg, 


to Permit the entrance of witneſſes, 
| 'P 2 and 
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and all things neceſſary to make a 


legal will, it by no means follows 


that he petitioned her for permiſſion 


n to make this will. The caſe is. too 
clear to admit of doubt. The royal 


commands were given, that he ſhould 
enjoy all freedom of making his 


will, Permiſſion was alſo given that, 


during his ſickneſs, he might be 


removed to the capuchin convent, 


which, was equal to liberty, but this 
he refuſed to accept. 


Neither was his ability to akes 


will queſtioned. The advocate was 
only to requeſt the Queen's. permiſ- 
ſion to ſupply ſome formalities, 


which had been neglected, when he 


purchaſed the lordſhips of Velika 


and Nuſtar, which petition was like- 


wiſe granted. The royal mandate 


ſtill exiſts, which commiſſioned. the 
perſons therein named as truſtees 


to the eſtate and effects of Trenck, 


and 


— — 


„ 
(% 
and this mandate runs thus: Let 


« the laſt will of Trenck be duly obs 
c executed; let diſpatch be uſed,” 
« and the heir protected in all his 
« rights.” Confiſcàtion, therefore, 
had never been thought of, nor his 


power to make a will diſputed. 


I will now ſhew how I have been 
deprived of this valuable inheritance, 
while J have been obliged to pay 
above ſixty thouſand florins, to defray 
legacies he had left; and when this 
narrative is read, it will no longer 
be affirmed, at Vienna, that, by the 
favours of the court; I inherited - 


feventy- ſix thouſand florins, or the 


lordſhip of Zwerbach from Trenck. * 


I ſhall proceed to my proofs. 

The father of Baron Trenck, who! 
died in the year 1743, Governor 
of Leitſchau, in Hungary, named me 
in his will the ſucceſſor of his ſon, 
ſhould he die without heirs male: ** 
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This will waz ſent to be proved, 
, at Vienna, after 
having been authenticated in the 
moſt legal manner in Hungary. The 
court called Hof kriegſrath, at Vien- 
na, neglected to provide a curator for 
the ſecurity of the next heir ; yet this 
could not annul my right of ſuc- 
ceſſion. When Trenck ſucceeded, 
his father, he entered no proteſt to. 
this his father's will; therefore, dying 
without children, in the year 1749, 
my claim was indiſputable. I was 
heir, had hg made no will: and even 
1 caſe of Fonfiſcation, my title to 

s father's | eſtates ſtil moving 
* | 

Trenck knew this but too welhu 

he, as I have before related, was my 
worſt enemy, and even attempted 


my life, I will, therefore, proceed 


to ſhew the real intent of this his 
W * | To 
Pi | 
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Determined no longer to live in 
confinement, or tos aſł forgiveneſs, 


by which, it is well known, he might 


have obtained his freedom, having 
loſt all hopes of reimburkng his 
lo ſſes, his avarice was reduced to de- 


ſpair. His deſire of fame was un- 


bounded, and this could no way 
now be gratified but by having him- 


ſelf canonized for a ſaint, after ſpend- - 


ing his life in committing} all the 
ravages of a, pandour. Hence ori- 
ginated the following fact? 

He knew I was the legal claimant 
to his father's eſtates. © His father 


had bought, with the family money, 


remitted from Pruſſia, the lordſhips 


of Preſtowacz and Pleternitz, in 


Sclavonia, and he himſelf, during 
his father's life, and with his father's 
money, had purchaſed the lordfhip 
of Pakratz, for forty thouſand flarins ; 


this muſt therefore deſcend alſo 
| ** 
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to me, he having no more power to 
will this from me chan he had the 
remainder of his paternal inheritance. 
The property he himſelf had gained 
was conſigned to adminiſtrators, but 
a hundred thouſand” florins had been 
expended in law ſuits, and fixty- 
three ſuits continued actually 
pending againſt him in court; the 
legacies he bequeathed amounted 
to eighty thouſand florins. Theſe, 
he ſaw, could not be paid, ſhould I 
claim nothing more than the Po ; 
nal inheritance ; he therefore, to. 
render me unfortunate after by 
death, craftily named me his uni- 
verſal heir, without mentioning his 
father's-will; but endeavoured, by 
his . myſterious death, and the fol- 
lowing conditions, to enforce the 
execution of his own will. 7 

ii en " was to become a catholic, 


Second- 


— —_ — 
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 Secondly,—-I was to ſerve only il 
the houſe of Auſtria ; and, * 
Laſtly.— He made bis aids M 

| eſtate, without excepting the pa- b 
ternal inheritance,. a Fidei com- Cs 
miſſum. | _— 


Hence aroſe all my EY ; 
as indeed was his intention; for, but 
a ſhort time before his death, he 
ſaid to the Governor, Baron Kottu- 
linſky, „ ſhall now die contented, 
« fince I have been able to trick my . 
« couſi n, and render him wretched??? - 
_ His death, believed i in Vienna to = 


be miraculous, happened after the * 


* 


following manner; and by this he. 
had induced many weak people, who! 
really. 3 him a —_— ta further 
his views. 2 33756, vid 
1 Threedeys eee 
in perfect health, he deſired the: G. 


vernor of the Spielberg would: ſend . 8 
for bis confeflor, for that St,;Franktigy 3 
| P 5 had 4 
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had revealed to him he” fhould 
de removed into life everlaſting on 
his birth day at twelve o' clock. The 
capuchin was ſent for, but the . | 
diftion-laughed at. 5 

The day, however, aſter the Sos 
parture of his confeſfor, he ſaid, 
„ Praiſe be to God, my end ap- 
* proaches ; my eonfeſſor is dead, and 
« has appeared. to me.“ Strange as 
1 may ſeem, it was actually found to 
be true that the prieſt was dead. 
He now had all the officers of the 
garriſon ef Brunn aſſembled, ton- 
futed his head like a capuchin, took 
"whe habit of the order, publicly con- 
feſſed. himſelf in a ſermon 6f an 


| hour's length, exhorted them all to 


holineſs, acted the part of a moſſ 
exemplary penitent, embraced all 
preſent, ſpoke with a ſmile of inſig- 
nificance of all earthly Poſfeſſions, 
. his leave, knelt down to prayers, 

a lept 


( 


ſlept calmly, roſe, prayed again, and 


about eleven in the forenoon, Octo- 
| ber 4th, taking his watch in his 

hand, ſaid, « Thanks be to my God, 
« my laſt hour approaches.“ All 
laughed at ſuch a farce from a man 
of ſuch a character; yet they remark- 
ed that the left ſide of his face grew 
pale. He then leaned his arm on 
the table, prayed, and remained mo- 
tionleſs, with his eyes cloſed. The 


clock ſtruck twelve no ſigns of 


life or motion could be diſcovered ; 


they ſpoke to him, and found he was 


really dead. > $ 


The word miracle was echoed ; 


through the whole country, and 
the tranſmigration of the Pandour 


Trenck, from earth to heaven, by St. 


F rancis, proclaimed. The clue to this 
labyrinth of miracles, known LS 


to me, is truly as follows ?. 155 
He poſſeſſed the ſecret of what i is 
; P 6 _-: 
"® 
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called the aqua toffans, and had de- 
termined on death. His confeſſor 
had been entruſted with all his fe- 
crets, and with promiſſory notes, 
which he wiſhed to invalidate. I 1 
am perfectly certain that he had re- 
turned a promiſſory note of a great 
prince, given for two hundred thou- 
ſand florins, which has never been 
brought to account. The confeſ- 
ſor, therefore, v was to be provided for, 
that Trenck might not be betrayed, 
and a doſe of poifon was given him 
before he ſet off for Vienna: his 
death was the conſequence. He 
© took ſimilar means with himſelf, and 
thus knew the hour of his exits 
finding he could nor become the firſt 
on earth, he-wiſhed to be adored as 
a faint in heaven, He knew he ſhould 
work miracles when dead, becauſe 
he ordered a chapel to be built, 
4 Wed a R maſs, and be- 
. „ _ quo 
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queathed the capuchins fixty thow- 
fand florins. . 

Thus died this moſt extraordinary 
man, in the thirty-fourth year of 
his age, to whom nature had denied 
none of her gifts; who had been the 
ſcourge of Bavaria; the terror of 
France; and who had, with his ſup- ® 
| poſed contemptible pandours, taken: 


above ſix thouſand Pruſſian priſoners. - 


He lived a tyrant and enemy of men, 
and died a ſanctified impeſtor. 

Such was the ſtate of affairs, as 
willed by Trenck, when I came to 
Vienna, in 1750, where I arrived 
with money and jewels to the amount 
of twenty thouſand florins. 

Inſtead of profiting by the wealth 
Trenck had acquired, I expended a 
hundred and twenty thouſand florins 
of my own money, including what 
devolved to me from my uncle, his' 
father, | in the proſecution of his ſuits; + 

Trenck f 


* 


* 


5 
- 


— —- — - ” — 
— . — — — — 
— . — _ E - — — 8 > = — 
- — — = - - — — — - — 
— — - "E — _ 
= * = - 
— = ” = N = > =” > - 


——— 
-- —— 
— — — 
— = 
22 * . « — — — 
— — —— — 282 —=_— — — 2 = 


w — 
_— r 


( g26 ) 
Trenck had paid two hundred du- 
cats to the tribunal of Vienna, in the 
year 1743, to procure its very repre- 
henſible ſilence concerning a curator, 
to which I was ſacrificed, as the new 
judges of this covrt refuſed to cor- 
rect the error of their predeceſſors. 
+ Such are the proceedings of courts 
of juſtice in Vienna, 

| On my firſt audience, no one could 
SH be received more kindly than I was, 
by the Emprefs Queen. She ſpoke 
of my deceaſed couſin with much 
emotion and eſteem, promiſed me all 
grace and favour, and informed me 
of the particular recommendations 
ſhe had received, on my behalf, from 
Count Bernes. Finding ſixty- three 
cauſes hang over my head, in conſe- 
quence of the inheritance of Trenck, 

| to obtain juſtice in any one of which, 
3 at Vienna, would have employed the 
whole life of an honeſt man, I de- 
| ay termined. 
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termined to renounce this inherit= _ | f 
ance, and claim only under the will i 
and as the heir of my uncle. M 
With this view J applied for, and 1 
obtained, a copy of that will, with - I | 
which I perſonally appeared, and de- |. 
clared to the court that I renounced i 
the inheritance of Francis Trenck, * 


would undertake none of his ſuits, 

nor be reſponſible ſor his legacies, | 
and required only his father's eſtates, 0 vp 
according to the legal will, which 1 =_ 


produced; that is to ſay, the three | 1 
lordſhips of Pakratz, Preſtowacz, and x 1 
Pleternitz, without chattels or per- | 


ſonal effects. Nothing could be i 

more juſt or incontrovertible tan 
this claim. What was my aſtoniſh- 1 
ment, to be told, in open court, that = 
ber, Majeſty had declared I muſt ei- * 

ther wholly perform the articles of 

the will of Trenck, or be excluged 

the i intire inheritance, and have nö. 
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„ 
thing further to hope: What could 
be done ? I ventured to remonſtrate, 


but the will of the court was deter- 


mined and abſolute; I muſt borne 
a Roman Catholic. 

In this extremity I bribed a vriefſty 
who gave me a ſigned atteſtation, 
« That I had abjured the accurſed 
c hereſy of Lutheraniſm.” My re- 
ligion,, however, remained what it 
had ever been. General Bernes, 
about this time, returned from hi 
embaſly, and I* related to him the 
lamentable ftate in which I found 
my affairs. He ſpoke to the Empreſs. 


in my behalf, and ſhe promiſed every 


thing. He adviſed me to have pa- 
tience, to perform all that was re- 
quired of me, and to make myſelf” 
reſponſible for the depending ſuits. 
Some family concerns obliged: bim, 
as he informed me, to make a jour- 


107 to Turin, but his return would 
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be ſpeedy ; he would then take the 
management of my affairs upon him 
ſelf, and inſure my good fortune in 
Auſtria. Bernes loved me as his. 
fon, and I had reaſon to hope, from 
his aſſurance, I ſhould be largely re- 
membered in his will, which was the 
more probable, as he had neither 
child nor relations. He parted from 
me, like a father, with tears in 
his eyes; but he had ſcarcely been 
abſent ſix weeks before the news ar- 
rived of his death, which, if report 
may be credited, was effected by* 
poiſon, adminiſtered by 4 friend. 
Ever the ſport of fortune, thus were 
my ſupporters ſnatched from me, at 
the very moment they became moſt 
neceſſary. | 

The ſame year was I likewiſe; 
deprived; by death, of my friend 
and protector, Field Marſhal Konig«: 
ſeck, Governor of Vienna, when he 
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had determined to intereſt himſelf” 
in my behalf. I have been beloved 
by the greateſt men Auſtria has pro- 
duced, but, unfortunately, have been 
perſecuted by the chicanery of petti- 
foggers, fools, fanatics, and prieſts, 
who have deprived me of the favour 
of my Empreſs, guiltleſs as I was. 
of crime or Were and left my old 
age in poverty. 1 
My ills were increaſed by a new: 
accident. Soon after the departure: 
of Bernes, the Pruſſian miniſter, 
taking me aſide, in the houſe of the: 
Palatine envoy, M. Becker, pro- 
poſed my return to Berlin, aſſured 
me the King had forgotten all that 
was paſt, was convinced of my in- 
nocence, that my good fortune would 
there be certain, and he pledged his 
honour to recover the inheritance 
of Trenck. I anſwered, the favour 
came too late ; ; I had ſuffered igjuſ- | 
_ tics 


( on F- 
tice too flagrant, in my own country, 
and that I would truſt no prince on 
earth whoſe will might annihilate 
faith to the King had been too ill 
repaid ; my talents might gain me 
bread in any part of the world, and 
I: would not again ſubje& myſelf to 
the danger of — . b 
ment: 

Hie perfuaons! were e ne bor 
ibelfeQual: % My dear Trenck,“ 
ſaid he, God is my judge, that 
«© my intentions are honeſt; I will 
_ © pledge myſelf. that my ſovereign 
ve will infure your fortune: you do 
4c not know Vienna, you will loſe all 
by the ſuits in which you are in- 
c volved, and will be perſecuted, 
« becauſe you do not __ a ro- 
cc ſary.“ as 1 
How often have 1 e 1 did 
not then return to Berlin! I ſhould 
| have 
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| have efcaped ten years impriſon- 


meat, -ſhould have recovered the 
eſtates of Frenck ; ſhould not have 
waſted my prime of life in the liti- 
gation of ſuits, and the writing of 
memorials, and ſhould have certainly 
been ranked among the firſt men 
in my native country. Vienna was 
no place for a man who could not 
fawn and flatter; yet here was 1 
deſtined to remain fix and thirty 
years, unre warded, unemployed, and, 
through youth and age, to continue 
on the liſt of invalid majors. 
HFaving rejected the propoſition of 
the Pruſſian envoy, all my hopes in 
Vienna were ruined ; for Frederic, by 
his reſidents and emiſſaries, knew how 
to effect whatever he pleaſed in fo- 
reign courts, and determined that the 
Trenck, who would no longer ſerve, 
or confide in him, ſhould, at leaſt, 
120 no — of ſerving againſt 
tel him + 


| 
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hin 1 ſoon became painted, to 
he Empreſs, as an arch heretic: who 
never would be faithful co the houſe 
8 n of - Vrtack; 
that he might devote himſelf to 
Pruſſia. This I ſhall hereafter prove, 
and diſplay a ſcene that ſnhall be the 
diſgrace of many, by whom the 
Empreſs was induced to harbbur 
unjuſt ſuſpicions: of an able and ho- 
neſt man. I here ſtand, erect and 
confident, before the world; publiſh 
the truth, and take everlaſting ſhame 
to myſelf,” if any man on. earthican 
prove me guilty of -one<treacherous 
thought. I owe no thanks, for ſo 
far from having received favouts, I 
have ſix and thirty years remained 
unable to obtain juſtice, though 1 
have all the while been deſirous of 
ſhedding my blood in defence of the 
nn where I have thus been 
treated. 
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treated. Till the year 1746, 1 

was equally zealous and faithful to 
Pruſſia, yet my eſtates there, though 
confiſcated, were liable to recovery; 
in Hungary, on the contrary, the 
ſentence of confiſcation is irrevoca- 
ble. This is à remarkable proof 
in favour of my en and * 
children's claims. 
Surely no reader will be offended 
at theſe digreflions: my mind is agi- 
rated, my feelings rouſed, remem- 
bering that my age and grey hairs 

_ deprive. me of the ſweet hope of, 
at length, vanquiſhing oppoſition, 
either by patience, or forcing juſ- 
tick, by eminent ene or en 
efforts. 

This my hiſtory. will never 1 | 

a monarch's eye, conſequently, no 
monarch, by -perceiving, will be 


induced to protect truth. It may, 


e be etitieiſed by literati . 
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it will 8 be decried by my per- 
ſecutors, who, through life, have been 
my falſe accuſers, and wilt proba- 


bly, therefore, be prohibited by the 


prieſts, —All Germany, however, 
will read, and poſterity, perhaps, 
may pity, ſhould m book eſcape 
the misfortune of being claſſed 
among improbable romances ; to 


which it is the more liable, becauſe 


that the biographers of Frederic 
and Maria Thereſa, for manifeſt rea- 
ſons, have never ſo much as men- 
tioned the name of Tren ck. 

Once more to my ſtory: I was 
now obliged to declare myſelf heir, 
but always cum reſervatione juris mei, 
not as ſimply claiming under the 


liged to take upon myſelf the ma- 
nagement of the ſixty- three ſuits, and 
the expences attending any one of 

e oe, "theſe 


will of Francis Trenck. I was ob- 
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theſe are well known to thoſe ac- 
quainted with Vienna. My ſitu- 
lev: may be imagined, , when I in- 
form the reader only teccived, from 
prog whole eſtate of Trenck, [3600 
Aorins, in three, years, which were 
ſcarcely ſoſſient to defray the 
enpences of new year's gifts, to the 
Folicitors;- and maſters in chancery. 
How did 1 labour an; ſtating and 
*#tahſcribing proofs for the court! 
My Pruſſian relations ſupported me, 
and · the Counteſs Beſtuchef ſent me 
the [four thouſand rubles I had re- 
:fuſed at Peterſburg. I had alſo 
remittances from my faithful miſtreſs 
in Pruſſia, and, in addition, was ob- 
-liged to borrow money at the uſu- 
rious rate of ſixty per cent. Bewil- 
dered, as I was, among lawyers and 
knaves, my ambition ſtill prompted 
me: to proceed, and all things are 

b | poſſi- 


vas 
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polſible to labour and perſtvetande; 
but my property was enpended, 
and; at length, I could only” obtain 4, 
chat the conteſted” eſtates mould be 1 
made a Fide? eommiſſ un, or pu put under 
truſt, whereby whereby,” though they —4 4 
protected from being the furt we” 
prey of others, T did not inherit . 4 
as mine. In this purſuit was my 
prime of life waſted) which might 
have been 'proficabi and honor 
ably ſpent. ahve (960 bp eg ty 

In three years, bowed, 1 brou ght 
my ſixty*three ſuits to à Kind bf Sn 
cluſion; the Probabilities were, this | 
could not have" beet effected in ft). 
Exclufive of my affidvity, the mean 2 
I tobk' muſt not be told; it is Tae 
fcietit'thatT here learut what judges 
were, and thus am enabled WA. 
ſeribe them do others. 

For a few ducats, the PEI 
ſetvant uſed to admit me into acloſer 
Vor, I. Q where 
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here I could ſee every thing as per- 
ſectly as if I had myſelf been one of 
the council. This, often, was uſe - 
ful, and taught me to prevent evil, 
and, often, Was J ſcarcely able to 
refrain burſting in upon this court. 
, Their aphointed hour of meeting 
| * nine in the morning, but they 
ſeldom aſfembled before eleven. 
„Ihe preſident then told his beads, 
and muttered his prayers. Some 
one got up and harangued, while 
the remainder, in pairs, amuſed 
themſelves with talking inſtead of 
. liſtening, . after which the news of 
the day became the common topic 
of converſation, and the council 
broke up, the court being firſt ad- 
journed ſome three weeks, without 
coming to any determination, — 
This was called Judicium delegatum 
in caufis Trenckianis ; and when, at 
"Th 9 came to a een the 
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ſentence was ſuch as I ſhall ever. 
ſhudder at and abort. 
The real eſtates of T en con- 
ned in the great Sclavonian ma- 
nors, called the lordſhips of Pakratz, 
Preſtowakz, and. Pleternitz, which 


he had inherited from his father, 
; and were the family property, toge-. 
ther with Velika and Nuſtak, which 


he himſelf had purchaſed: the annu- 
al income of theſe was 60,000 flo- 
rins, and they contained more than 


two hundred villages ahd hamlers, 
The laws of Hungary require, 


tt, That "thoſe ' who pörehaſe 
eſtates, ſhall- obtain the conſenſus 


regius (royal conſent). | 

ad, That the ſeller thall poffeſs, 
il make over the right of property, 
together with that 480" crarisferring, 


or alienating, Ya ES "% 
a, 'D hat che purchaſer an 
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ſumma emptitia, or purchaſe! money, 
together with what can be ſhown to 


Ts 2 
be a native born, or have boabte his 


naturalization. 2 
In default of all, or __ wy theſe, 
the Fiſcus, on the death of the pur- 


chaſer, takes poſſeſſion, repaying the 


have been laid out in improvements, 
or the ſumma inſariptitia, the ſum at 
which it ſtands * in the fiſcal 
regiſter, . 

Without 8 or weil $a 
Hungarian Fiſcat Preſident, Count 


Graſſalkowitz, took poſſeſſion of all 


the Trenck eſtates on his deceaſe, 
in the name of the Fiſcus. The. 
prize was great, not ſo much becauſe. 
of the eſtates theraſelves, as the 
perſonal property . upon them. 
Trenck had ſent loads of merchan-: 
dize to his eſtates, of linen, ingots of, 
gold, and ſilver, from. Bavaria, Al- 
han, and Sileſia. 3 had a valt 

ſtore- 
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2 houſe of arms, and of faddles; 
alſo the great filver ſervice of the 
Emperor Charles VII. which he 
had brought from Munich, with 
che ſervice of plate of the King of 
Pruſſia; and the perſonal. property 
on theſe eſtates was affirmed, con- 
ſiderably, to exceed in value dhe 
eſtates themſelyes. 

I was, not long ſince, laformed, 
by one of the firſt! generals, whoſe 
Rondur is undoubted, that ſeveral 
vaggons wete laden with theſe rich 
effects, and ſent ta Mihalefze. His 

teſtimony was indubitable; he knew 
the two Pandours, who-were the-con- 
fidents-of Frenck, and the keepers 
of his treaſures, and theſe, during 
the general plunder, each ſeized a 
bag of pearls, and fled to Turkey, 
where they became wealthy mer- 
chants. His rich ſtuds of | horſes . 
were taken, and the very cowsdri- 
* 23 ven 
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ven off the farms. His ſtand of 
arms conſiſted of more than three 
thouſand rare pieces. Trenck had 
affirmed, he had ſent linen to the va- 
lue of fifty thouſand florins, in cheſts, 
from Dannhauſen and Gerſdorf, in 
the county of Glatz, to his eſtates ; 
the pillage was general, and when 
orders came to ſend all the property 
of Trenck, and deliver it to his uni- 
verſal heir, nothing 5 remained that 
any perſon would accept. 1 have 
myſelf ſeen, in a certain Hungarian 
nobleman's houſe, ſome valuable 
arms, which I poſitively knew I had 
been robbed of; and I bought, at 
E Effeck, ſome filver plates on which 
06 were the arms of Pruſſia, that had 
| been fold by counſellor D—nz who 
had been empowered. to take poſſeſ. 
fion of theſe eſtates, and had thus ten- 
dered himſelfrich. Of this I procuted 
an and proved the theſte 
I com- 
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I complained aloud at Vienna, but 
received an order, from the court, to 


be ſilent, under pain of diſpleaſure, 
% 


and alſo to go no more into Scla- 
vonia. The principal reaſon of my 
loſs of the landed property in Hun- 
gary was my having dared to make 
inquiries concerning the perſonal, 
not one guinea of which was ever 
brought to account. I then proved 
my right to the family eſtates, left 
dy my uncle, beyond all diſpute, and 
alſo of thoſe purchaſed by my couſin. 
The commiſſioners, appointed to in- 
- quire into theſe rights, even con- 
- firmed them; yet, after they had been 
thus eſtabliſhed, I received the fol- 
-/ lowing order from the court, in the 

hand of the Empreſs herſelf : «© The 
« preſident, Count Graſſalkowitz, 


« takes it pon his conſcience that 


ec the Sclayonian eſtates do not de- 
e Q 4 ce ſcend 
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dend to Trenck, in natura, he 
« myſt, therefore, receive the ſum- 
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« ma emptitia & in/criptitia, together 


with the money he can ſhew to 


have "ees * in e 
« ments.“ 


And herewith ended my e 


and my hopes. -I had ſacrificed my 
property, laboured through ſixty- 
three inferior ſuits, and loſt this 
great cauſe without a trial. I could 


have remained ſatisfied with. the loſs 


of the perſonal property: the booty 
of a ſoldier, like the wealth amaſſed 


by. a miniſter, appears to. me little 


better than a public robbery ; but 


the acquirements, of my anceſtors, 
my birth-right by deſcent, of theſe I 
could not be deprived, without 
exceſſive cruelty. Oh patience | 
Patience et ſhall my child- 
ren never become the footmen, nor 
grooms, 
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_ grooms, of thoſe who have robbed 
them of their -inheritance; and to 
them I bequeath my rights in all 
their power: nor ſhall any man pre- 
vent my crying 'aloud; ſo long * 
juſtice ſnall not be done. 2, 
The preſident, it is true, did not 
immediately poſſeſs himſelf of the 
eſtates, but he tock . good care his- 
friends ſnould have them at ſuch 
rates that the ſale of them did not 
bring the fiſcal treaſury 15050 
dollars, while 1, in real and perſonal 
property, loſt a million and a half; 
nay probably a ſum equal to this 
in perſonal property alone. 
The ſumma inſtriptitia & empti- 


nia, for all theſe great eſtates, vnly- - 


amounted to 149, oo0 florins, and 
this was to be paid by the chamber, 
dut the preſident thought proper to 
deduct 10,000, on pretence the cat- 
le had. been driven off the eſtate of 

Q. . Pakratz; 
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Pakratz; and further, 36, oo more, 
under, the ſhameful pretence that 


FTrenck, to recruit his pandours, had 


drained the eftates of 3600 vaſſals, 
who had never returned; the eſtates, 


therefore, mult make them good at 


the rate of thirty-florins per head, 
which would have amounted - to 


108,000 florins; but, with much 
difficulty, this ſum was reduced, as 
above ſtated, to 36,000 florins, each 
vaſſal reckoned at ten florins per 
head. Thus was. I obliged, from 
the property of my family, to pay 
for 3600 men, who had gloriouſſy 


died in war, in defence of the con- 


teſted rights of the great Maria 
Thereſa; who; had raiſed. ſo many 


millions of contributions for her 


in the countries of her enemies; 
who, ſword in hand, had ſtormed 
and taken ſo many towns, and diſ- 


perſed, or taken priſoners, ſo many 


thou- 
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_ thouſands of her foes; * Would thi 
be believed by liſtening nations? 
All deductions made'for __ 
fees, and formalities; there remained 
to me 63,000 florins, with which 1 
purchaſed the lordſhip of Zwerbach; * 
and I was obliged to pay 6000 
florins for my naturalization. Thus, 
when the ſums are enumerated 
which J expended on the ſuits of 
| Trenck, received from my friends at 
Berlin and Peterſburg, ' it will be 
found that I cannot, at leaſt, have 
been a gainer by having been made 
the univerſal heir of the immenſely 
rich Trenck.. Wich regret I write 
theſe truths, in ſupport of my chil- 
dren's claims, that they may not, in 
my grave, reproach me for having 
neglected the duty of a father. 
I will, here, add a few particulars: 
which may afford the reader matter 
for meditation, cauſe him to com- 
N Q miſerste 


* 


made in this country, and Frenek 
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miſerate my fate, and give 4 picture 
of the manner in which the proſecu- 
tion was carried on-againſt Trenck. 
One Schygrai, a ſilly kind of 
| beggar ly baron, who was treated 


© as a buffoon, was invited, in the 


year 1743, to dine with Baron 
Pejacze witz, when Trenek happened 
to be preſent. The converſation 
happened to turn on a kind of brandy 


jocularly ſaid he annually diſtilled 
this ſort of brandy, from cow-dung, 
to the value of thirty thouſand florins. 
Schygrai ſuppoſed him ſerious, and 


' wiſhed / to learn the art, which 


Trenck promiſed to teach him. Pejac- 


zewitz- told him be could give him 


thirty thouſand load of dung. But 


where ſhall I get the wood?“ ſaid 


Schygrai. I will give you thir- 
« ty . thouſand klafters,” anſwered - 
Trenck. The credulous baron, 

2 h thinking 
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thinking: himſelf very fortunate, de- 
fired written promiſes, which they 
gave him; and that of Trenck ran 
thus: © hereby permit and em- 
power Baron Schygrai to ſell, 
« gratis, in the foreſt of Fſcherrs 


« Horra, thirty thouſand kalter of 
9 wood. ne my hand, * 
% Trenck.”” 


Trenck was no ſooner dead than 
the baron brought his note, and 
made application to the court. His 
attorney was the noted Buſſy, and 
the court decreed the eſtates of 
Trenck ſhould. pay at the rate of 

one florin thirty kreutzers per klaſter, 
or forty-fivethouſand florins, with all 

. coſts, and an order was given to the 
adminiftrators to pay the money. 

Juſt at this time I arrived at Vi- 
enna, from Peterſburg. Doctor 

Berger, the advocate of Trenck, 
- told me the affair would admit of 


LR - 
no delay. I haſtened to the Em- 
preſs, and obtained an order to 
delay payment. An enquiry was 
inſtituted, and this foreſt of Tſcherra 
Horra was found to be ſituated in 
Turkey. The abſurdity and injuſtice 
were flagrant, and it was revoked: 
J cannot ſay how much of theſe 
forty- five thouſand florins the baron 
had promiſed to the noble judge and 
the attorney. I only know that 
neither of them was puniſhed, Had. 
not ſome holidays, luckily, inter- 
vened, or had the attorney expected 
my arrival, the money would have 
been paid, and an ineffectual at- 
tempt to obtain retribution would 
bave been the conſequence, as hap- 
pened in many ſimilar inſtances. 

have before mentioned the ad- 
vertiſement inviting all. who had 
any demands or complaints againſt 
Trenck to appear, with the promue: 
5 of 
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of a ducat a day; and it is, here, 
proper to add, that the ſum of fif⸗ 
teen thouſand florins was brought te 
account, and paid out of the eſtates 
of Trenck, For this fhameful pur- 
poſe ſome thoufands of florins were 
paid, befide, to-this fpecies of claim» 
ants; and though, after examina- 
tion, their pretenſions all proved 
to be futile, and themſelves were 
_ caſt in damages, yet was none of 
this money ever refunded, or the 
falſe ' claimants: puniſhed. * Among 
theſe the pretended daughter of 
General Schwerin received two 
thouſand florins, notorious as was 
her character. Again: Trenek was 
aceuſed of having appropriated the 
money of the regiment to his own 
uſe, and treated as if convicted. 
After his death a eonſiderable de- 
mand was, accordingly, made. 1 
happening, however, to meet wich 
Ruckhardt, 
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 Ruckhardt, his quarter-maſter, he 
with afſeverations declared that, in- 
ſtead of being indebted to his regi- 
ment, the regiment was more than a 
hundred thouſand florins indebted! 
to him, adviſed me to get atteſta 
tions from the captains, and aſſured 
me, he himſelf would give in a. 
clear ſtatement of the n 
accounts. | 

U followed his * 1 to 
the regiment, and obtained ſo many 
proofs, that the quarter maſter of 
the regiment, who, in concurrener 
with the major, had, in reality, 
poc keted the money, was impri- 
ſon ed, and put in irons. What be- 
came of the thief, or the falſe wit 
neſs, afterward, I know not: 1 only 
know that nothing. was refunded, 
that the quarter-maſter found pro- 
tectors, detained the money, and, 


an years after. this vile action, 


pur- 
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purchaſed: a. commiſſion. One in- 
ſtance more. 
Frenck, to the eorps of er 
he commanded, added a corps of 
huſſars, which he raiſed, and: pro- 
vided with horſes and accoutrements 
at his own expence. Theſe huſſars 
vere diſtandedꝭ aſter his death, and 
the horſes. and aecoutrements fold: by 
auction. My demand, on this ace - 
count, was  upward..of ſixty: thou 
fand: florins; to which: I receivett᷑ 
neither money nor reply. He had, 
talſo, expended a hundred thouſanch 
-Borins for the raiſing ant equipping 
his three thouſand pandaurs; in 
conſequence of hich a ſigned agroe- 
ment had been given him, by g- 
vernment, that theſe hundred thou- 
fand-florins ſhould be repaid: __ 
heir, or he, the heir, ſnauld receive 
the command ef che regiment. Erbe | 
.xegunent, however, at his deseaſe, 
. | was 
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was given to General Simſchen, and, 
as for the agreement, care was taken 
it ſhould never come into my hands. 
Thus theſe hundred thouſand Hlorics 

were loſt.. | 
Let has it been wickedly ne 
he was impriſoned. in the Spielberg 
for having embezzled the regiment's 
money; whereas, I would to God I 
only was in. poſſeſſion of the ſums 
he expended. on this regiment ; but 
he conſidered: the regiment as his 
own, and, great as was his avarice, 
ſtill greater was his deſire of fame, 
and greater ſtill his love for his 
Empreſs, for whom he would glad- 
Iy have ee Both n and 

life. 

With reſpe&t & to. the money he 
was to have been repaid for im- 
Progement of the eſtates, I muſt add 
el eſtates were bought at a- time 
when the country * been left de- 
ä ſolate 
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- folate by the Turks, and the rem- 
ſtatement of ſuch places as had 

fallen into their hands, and thagere&t- 
ing of farm-houſes, mills, ſtocking 
them witk horſes, cattle, and ſeed 
corn, according to my poor eſtimate, 
could not amount to leſs than eigh- 
ty thouſand florins; but I was for- 
: bidden to go into Sclavonia, and 
the preſident offered, as an indem 
niſication, four | thouſand florins.— 
Every body was aſtoniſhed, but he, 
with the utmoſt coolneſs, told me 
I muſt either accept this or nothing. 
The hearers of this ſentence caſt 
their eyes up to heaven, and pitied 
me. I remonſtrated, and thereby 
only made the matter worſe. Grief 
and anxiety occaſioned me to take a 
Journey into Italy, paſſing —_ 
4 leute Rome, and F lorence. 
On ty return to Vienna, V by a 
cen interference in behalf of a 
©, womans, 


Py 
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- woman, whoſe fears, rather than 
guilt, had brought her into danger, 
became ſuſpected myſelf, and the 
very affieious officers of the police 
had me impriſoned, as a coiner, 
vwithout the leaſt grounds for any 
ſuch accuſation, except their on 
ſurmiſes. I was detained, unheard, 
nine days, and when, having been 
Was, again, reſtored tocliberty: pub- 
lic declaration was then made, in 
the Gazette, that the officers; of the 

police had acted too precipitately. 
This was the ſatisfaction granted, 
but this did not content me. 1 
' threatened the counſellor by whom 
my character had beenſoafperſed; and 
the Empreſs, condeſcending to me- 
diate, beſtowed on meca-caprainſhip: 
of cavalry inthe Cordova Cuiraſſiers, 
Such was the recompenſe I re- 
ceived or wounds ſo deep, and ſuch 
N. b the: 
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„ 

the neglect into which I was flirown 
at Vienna Diſcontent led me to 
Join my regiment in Hungary.” 

Here I gained the applauſe o 
my colonel; Count Bettonip who, 
Himſelf,» told the Empreſt I, more 
than any other, had contributed to 
the forming of the regiment. Ie 
may well be imagined how a man 
uke me, aceuſtomed, as I had been, 
to the finſt company of. the firſt 
courts, muſt paſs) my time among 
the Carpathian mountains, where 
neither ſociety nor good books - 


were to be found, nor knowledge, of 
which'I was enamoured, improved. 


The converſation of Count Bettoni, 
and the chace, together with the 
love of the general of the regiment, 
old Field-marſhal Cordova, were my 
only reſources; the perſecutions, neg -* 
lect, and even contempt, I received 
ar Vienna, were ftill the ſame. 

l In 


STONES? 
In the year 1754,” and the month 
olf March, my mother died in Pruſ- 
ſia, and I requeſted permiſſion of 
the court that held the inheritance 
of Trenck, as a fidei commiſſum, to 
make a journey to Dantzic, to ſettle 
ſome family affairs with my brothers 
and ſiſter, my eſtates being confiſ- 
cated. This permiſſion was granted, 
and thithet I went in May, where R= 
once more, fell into the hands of 
the Pruſſians, which forma the ſe- 
cond great, and {till more gloomy 
epocha in my hfe. All who read 
what follows will ſhudder, will com- 
miſerate him who, feeling himſehf. 
innocent, relates afflictions he has 
miſerably encountered, and oY 
ouſly overcome. | +4 of 
1 left Hungary, ns was in 
garriſon, for Dantzic, where I had 
deſired iny brothers and ſiſter to 
a that we might ſettle our 
airs. 


( 359. ) 

aRaits. My principal intent, however, 
was a journey to Peterſburg, there 
to ſeek the advice and aid of my 

friends, for law and perſecution were 

not yet ended at Vienna, and my 
captain's pay, and ſmall income, 
were ſcarcely ſufficient to defray 
charges of attornies and counſellors. 
It is here moſt worthy of remark 
that I was told, by Prince Ferdinand 
of Brunſwic, governor of Magde- 
burg, he had received orders to 
prepare my priſon, at Magdeburg, 
daten I ſet out from Hungary. 
Nay, more, it had been written, 
from Vienna to Berlin, that the King 
muſt beware of Trenck, for that he 
would be at Dantzic at the time 

when the King was to viſit his camp 
in Pruſſia. 

What thing more vile, what con- 

trivance more abominable could the 

wick- 
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wickedeſt wretch on earth find to 
baniſh a man his country, that 

he might ſecurely enjoy the pro- 

perty of which the dther had 

been robbed?! = That this was 

done,; I have living witneſſes in 

his Highneſs: Prince Ferdinand of 


Brunſwie, and the Berlin miniſtry, 
from whoſe mouths I learned this 


artifice of villainy. It is the more 
neceſſary to eſtabliſſi this truth, be- 
cauſe that no one can comprehend 
why the Great Frederic ſnould have 
proceeded againſt me in a manner ſo 
cruel às, when it comes to be relat« 
ed, muſt Taiſe the indignation of the 
juſt, and move hearts of iron to 
commiſerate. . 
Men fo vile, fo wicked, as J have 
deſcribed them, in conjunction with 
one Weingarten, ſecretary to Count 
Puebla, then Auſtrian miniſter at 7 
HIM | Berlin, 
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Berlin, have Wen on me en. 
my misfortunes. 921 
This was the Weingartnn 1 50 
as is now well known, betrayed all 
the ſecrets of the Auſtrian court to 
Frederic, who at length was diſco- 
vered in the year 1756, and who, 
when the war broke out, remained 
in the ſervice of Pruſſia. This ſame 
Weingatten, alſo, not only cauſed 
my wretchedneſs, but my ſiſter's ruin 
and death; as he likewiſe did the 
puniſhment and death of three in- 
nocent men, which will hereafter be 
ſhewn. 
It is an incontrovertible truth that 
I was betrayed and ſold by men in 
Vienna, whoſe intereſt it was that 
I ſhould be eternally ſilenced, 
I was immediately viſited, by my 
brothers and ſiſter, on my arrival at 
| Dantzic, where we lived happy in 
„ Vot, I. each 


„„ 
ach-other's eompany, during a fort- 
night, and an amicable partition was 
malle of my / mother's effects: my 
filter perfectly juſtified herſelf con- 
cerning the manner in wWhich-I was 
obliged to fly from her houſe, in the 

year 1746; our parting was kind, 
and as brother nd _ eee to 
pan „„ o 3141$1:90 
Our only acquaintance in Dant- 
zie was the Auſtrian reſident, M. 
Abramſon, to whom 1 brought let - 
ters of recommendation from Vienna, 
and whoſe reception of us was n 
even to extravagance. 0 
This Abramſon was a Pruffian > 
born; and had nerer ſeen Vienna, 


without r gs good con- 
duct, or proof of his good morals, 
heart or head: He was in cloſe 
connection wich the Pruſſian reſident, 
Reimer; 


_ 
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Reimer; and was made the inſtru- 
ment of my run. | 
.Scarcely. had my brothers and aller 
departed. before 1 determined to 

make A. voyage. by. lea to Ruſſia, 
Abramſon contrived, a, thouſand ar- 
tifices, by which he detained me a 
week longer in Dantzic, that he, in 
conjunction with Reimer, might 
make the neceſſary, preparations. 1 
' The King of Pruſſia had demand 
ed that the magiſtrates. of Dant- 
zic ſhould deliver me up; but this 
could not be done without offending 
the Imperial court, I being a com- 
miſſioned officer in that ſervice, with 
proper paſſports: it was therefore 
probable that this negotiation re- 
quired letters ſhould paſs and re paſs, 
and, for this reaſon, Abramſon was 
employed to detain me ſome days 
longer, till, by the laſt letters from 
Berlin, the magiſtrates of Dantzic 
Tok R 2 were 


were e induced to viGlate public niet 
and the laws of e 
I conſidered as my beſt friend, and 
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Abramſon 


my perſon as in perfect ſecurity; he 


had therefore no nn in pers 
ſuading me to ſtay. 


The day of ſuppoſed departure, 
on board a Swediſh ſhip for Riga, 


approached, and the deceitful Abram- 


ſon promiſed: me to ſend one of his 
ſervants to the port, to know the 
hour. At four in the afternoon, he 
told me he had himſelf ſpoken to 


the captain, who ſaid he ſhould not 


ſail till the next day; adding that 
he, Abramſon, would expect me 
to breakfaſt, and would then accom- 


pany. me to the veſſel. I felt a ſecret 


inquietude, which made me deſirous 


of leaving Dantzic, and immediately 


to ſend all my baggage, and ſleep on 


board. Abramſon prevented - me, 
dragged me almoſt forcibly along 


with 


( E7 d 
with him, telling me he had much ; 


company, and that I muſt abſolutely 
dine and ſup at his houſe: accord- 
ingly 1 did not return to = inn 
til eleven at night. e 
I was but. juſt in bed when 1 
9 | 
heard a knocking at my door, which 
was not ſhut, and two of the city 
magiſtrates, with twenty grenadiers, 
entered my chamber, and ſurround- 
ed my bed ſo ſuddenly that I had 
not time to take to my arms and 
defend myſelf. My three ſervants 
bad been ſecured, and I was told 
that the moſt worthy magiſtracy of 
| Dantzic was obliged to deliver me 
up, as a delinquent, to his majeſty 
the King of Pruſſia. | 
What were my feelings at Sting 3 
| : myſelf thus betrayed . They filent- 
ly conducted me to the city priſon, 
where I remained twenty-four hours. 
About noon Abramſon came to viſit 


R 3 me, 


1 ( 366 Py A 
me, affected to be pr rags ng 
cerned and enraged, and affirmed he 
bad ſtrongly proteſted againſt, the 
illegality of this proceeding, to the 
magiſtracy, as 1 was actually in the 
Auſtrian ſervice; but that they had 
anſwered biw, the court of Vienna 
had afforded them a precedent, for 
that, in 1752, they had done tlie ſame 
by the two ſons of the” Burgomaſter 
Rutenberg, of Dantzic,” and that, 
therefore, they were juſtified in mak. 
ing reprifal ; that, likewiſe, they durft 
not refuſe the moſt earneſt requeſt, 
accompanied with threats, of the 
King of Pruffia. ed e 

Their plea of retaliation ede | 
as follows: There was a kind of club 
at Vienna, the members of which were 
ſeized, for having committed the 
utmoſt extravagance and debauch- 
ery, two of whom were the ſons of 
the Burgomaſter Rutenberg, and 
wo OB. N who 
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who- mere: ſentenced to, the pillory. 
Great ſums were offered, by the fa- 
ther, to avoid this public. diſgrace, 
but ineffectually they were puniſh- 
ed, their -puniſhnient was legal, and 
had: no; ſimilarity whatever to my 
caſe, nor could it any way juſtly give 
ee of repriſal. 4 
Abramſon, who hadi in lieb en en- 
nd no proteſt xhatever, hut rather 


excited the mag iſtracy, and acted in 


concert with Reimer, adviſed me 
to put my writings: and other va- 
luable effects into his hands, other- 
wiſe they would be ſeized. He 
knew-I had received, in letters. of 
exchange, from my brothers and 
fiſter, about. ſeven thouſand florins, 
and theſe I gave him, but kept my 
ring, worth about four - thouſand, 
and ſome ſixty guineas, which I had 
in my purſe. He then embraced 
me, declared nothing ſhould, be ö 


R 4 neg- 
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neglected to effect my immediate de- 
verance, that even he would raiſe 
the populace for that purpoſe, that 
41 eould not be given up to 
the Pruffians in lefs than a week, 
the magiſtracy being ſtill undeter- 
mined in an affair fo ſerious, and 
he left me, ſhedding abundance of 
crocodile tears, like the moſt affec- 
tionate of friends. | 
The next night two Wa 


with their poſſe, came to my priſon, 
attended by reſident Reimer, a Pruſ- 
ſian officer and under officers, and 


into their hands I was delivered.— 
The pillage inſtantly began; Reimer 


tore off my ring, ſeized my watch, 
ſnuff. box, and all I had, not ſo much 
as ſending me a coat, or ſhirt, from 
my effects; after which they put me 
into a cloſe coach, with three Pruſ- 
ſians. The Dantzic guard accom- 


panied the 8 to the city gate, 
that 
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that was opened to let me paſs, 
after which the Dantzic dragoons 
eſcorted me as far as fees erf e in 
Pomerania. | 

I have forgotten en of this 
miſcrable day, but; to the beſt of my 
memory, it muſt have been in the 
beginning of June. Thirty Pruſſian 
huſſars, commanded by a lieutenant, 
relie ved the dragoons at Lauenburg, 
and thus was I eſcorted, from gar- 
riſon to dere till I arrived at 


B | 

5 1 it was nh falely 
affirmed, by the magiſtracy of Dant- 

zic, and the confpirator Abramſon, 


who wrote in his own excuſe to 


Vienna, that my ſeizure muſt be at- 
tributed wholly to my own impru- 


dence, and that I had expoſed myS 


ſelf to this arreſt, by going without 
the city gates, where I was taken 
and carried off: nor is it leſs aſto- 
—_— 
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fiſhing. that the court of Views 
| ſhould not have demanded: fatisfac- 
tion for the treachery" of the Dant- 
zickers toward an Auſtrian officer. 
1 have incontrovertibly proved this 
treachery, after I had regained my 
liberty. Abramſon indeed- they 
* could not puniſh, for during my 
impriſonment he had quitted the 
Auſtrian for the Pruflian#® fervice,, 
where he had gradually: become. 
ſo contemptible that, in the year 
£ 1764, when I was releaſed from my 
impriſonment, he was himſelf im- 
| priſoned in the houſe of correction ; 
and his wife, lately fo rich, was 
obliged to beg her bread. Thus 
have T generally lived to ſee the fall 
of my betrayers ; and thus have I 
Sound that, without indulging per- 
ſonal revenge, virtue and fortitude 
muſt at length triumph over the ca- 
lumniator and the deſpot. 


This 
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This truth. will be further — 
hereafter, nor can I behold; unmoved, 
the open ſhame in which! my perſe= 
cutors live, and how they tremble 


in my preſenee, their wielked deeds 


now being known to the world. 
Nay, monarchs may yet puniſh their 
perfidy :—Yet* not ſo May they 
rather die in poſſeſſions of wealth 
they have torn from me! I only wiſh 
rhe pity and ce —— | 
and the wiſe. 
But, though nünekes never re- 
ſented the affront committed on the 
perſon of an officer in its ſervice, ſtill 


Have Ja claim on the city of Dant- 


-Zic, where. I was thus treacherouſly 


, delixered up, for the effects I there 
was robbed of, the amount of whieh 


is betwern eleven and twelve thou- p 


fand florins. © This is a "caſe too 


clear to require argument, and the 


Publication of this hiſtory wilt make 


( 372 ) 
it known to the world. This claim 
alſo, among others, I leave to the 
children of an unfortunate father. 
Enough of digreſſion; let us at- 
tend to the remarkable events which 
happened on this diſmal journey to 
Berlin. I was eſcorted from garriſon 
to garriſon, which were diſtant from 
each other, two, three, or, at moſt, 
ive miles: wherever I came, I found 

compaſſion and reſpect. The de- 
tachment of huſſars only attended me 
two days; it conſiſted of twelve men, 
and an officer, who rode with me in 
the carriageee. 
The fourth day I ned 2 A 
dow the Duke of Wirtemberg, a-. 
ther of the preſent Grand Ducheſs of 
Ruſſia, was commander, and Where 


his regiment was in quarters. The 
: Duke converſed with me, was much 
moved, invited me to dine, and de- 
tained me all the day, where I was 
not 


Wo 
not treated as a priſoner, I fo far 
gained his eſteem that I was allowed 
to remain there the next day: the 
chief perſons of the place were 
aſſembled, and the Ducheſs, whom 
he had lately married, teſtified every 


mark of pity and eſteem. I ſtaid din- 


ner with him alſo on the third day; 
after which I departed in an open 


carriage, © without eſcort, attended 


n by a lieutenant of his regiment. 


1 muſt relate this event .circum- 


juſt and noble character of the 
Duke, but likewiſe that there are 
moments in which the brave may 
+ „appear cowards, the clear-ſighted 
blind, and the wiſe fogliſh ; nay, one 


might almoſt be led to conclude, 


from this, that my impriſonment at 
Magdeburg was the conſequence 
of predeſtination, ſince I remaihed 
Tiverted | in ſtupor, ieſpice of ſug- 
V 6 


ſtantially, for it not only proves the 
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geſtions, forebodings,: and favours 
able opportunities. Who but muſt | 
be aſtoniſhed, having read the daring 
efforts I made; at Glatz, at this 
ſtrange inſenſibility now in the very 
oriſis f my fate 7 ILafterwar d was 
convinced it was the intention of | 
the noble --minded Duke that J 
'  ſhouldeeſcape, and that he muſt have 
given particular orders to the ſuc> 
ceſſive officers. - He would -probably 
have willingly ſubjected himſelf to 
the reprimands of Frederic, if li 
would have taken to flight. The 
journey, through the places where 
his regiment was ſtationed, continued 
five days, and I every where paſſed 
wad e eveni the company of che 
„* officers, the kindneſs of whom was 
bs 5 unbounded. I ſlept in their quar- 
F © "eers without centinel, and travelled” 
ins their (carriages, without other 
N guard than a ſingle officer in the 


I carriage. 
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carriage. In various places the hig 
road was not more than two, and 
ſometimes one mile from the fron- 
tier- road, therefore nothing could 
have been eaſier than to have eſeap- 
ed; yet did the ſame Trenck, who 
in Glatz had cut his way through 
thirty men, to obtain his freedom, 
that Trenck, who had never been 
acquainted with fear, now remain 
four days bewildered, and unable 
to come to any determination. 

In a ſmall garriſon town, I lodg- 
ed in the houſe of a captain of 
cavalry, and continually was treated 
by him with every mark of friend= _ 
ſhip. After dinner, he rode at the 
head of his ſquadron to water "the 
horſe, unſaddled. I remained alone 
in the houſe, entered the ſtable, ſaw 
three remaining horſes, with ſaddles © | 
and bridles: in my chamber was a 
word, and a pair of piſtols. I 
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but to mount one of the horſes, and 


fly at the oppoſite gate. I medi- 
tated on the project, and almoſt 


reſolved to put it in execution, but 
preſently became undetermined, by 


ſome ſecret impulſe. The captain 


returned ſome time after, and ap- 
peared ſurpriſed to find me ſtill there. 


The next day he accompanied me 
alone in his carriage: we came to 
a foreſt; he ſaw ſome champig- 


nons, ſtopped, aſked me to alight, 
and help him to gather them ; he 
ſtrayed more .than a hundred paces 


from me, and gave me entire liberty 
to fly; yet, notwithſtanding all this, 
1 voluntarily returned, ſuffering 
myſelf to be led, like a ſheep to * 


laughter. 


vas treated ſo well, er eſcorted 
with ſo much negligence, that I 


fell into a groſs error. Perceiving 
they conyeped me ſtraight to Berlin, 


I ima- + 
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I, imagined the King wiſhed to 
| queſtion me, concerning the plan 
formed for the war, which was then 
on the point of breaking out. This 


plan I perfectly knew, the ſecret 


correſpondence of Beſtuchef having 
all paſſed through my hands, which 
circumſtance was much better known 
at Berlin than at Vienna. Con- 
firmed in this opinion, and far from 
imagining the fate that awaited me, 
I remained irreſolute, inſenſible, 
and blind to danger. Alas, how 
ſhort was this hope! How quickly 
was it ſucceeded by deſpair, when, 

after four days march, I quitted the 
diſtrict under the command of the 
Duke of Wirtemberg, and was deli- | 
ered up to the firſt garriſon of in- 

fantry .at Coſlin! The laſt of the 
Wirtemberg officers, when taking 
leave of. me, appeared to be greatly 
| Fools and from this moment, till 
5 I came 
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1 came to \ Berlin, I was put under a 


ftrong eſcort, and the en orders 


vere rigorouſly obſerved: ' 


Arrived here, 1 was lodged over 
the grand guard-houſe, with two cen- 
tinels in my chamber, and one at the 
door. The King was at Potfdam, 
and here I remained three days; on 
the third, ſome ſtaff officers made 
their appearance, ſeated themſelves 
at a table, and put the following 
queſtions to me: 

Firſt, What was my bulineſs at 
Danteie? . = , 

Secondly, Whether I was acquaint- 
«5 with M. Goltz, Pruſſian ambaf- 
fador i in Ruſſia? 

"Thirdly, Who was conterned with 


me in the conſpiracy at Dantzic ? 8 


When I perceived their intention, 


by theſe interrogations, I abſolutely | 
refuſed to reply, only ſaying J had 


been impriſoned in the fortreſs' of 


N Y 


( %% 
Glatz, without hearing, or triak-by 
court-martial ;/ that, availing myſelf 
of the laws of nature, I had, by my 
own exertions, procured my liberty, 
and that I was now a captain of ca- 


valry in the Imperial ſervice; that 


I' demanded a legal trial far my firſt 
unknon offence, after which L en- 
gaged to! anſwer all interrogator ies, 
and prove my innocence; but that, 
at preſent, being accuſed of new 
crimes, without a hearing concerning 
my former puniſhment, the pro- 
cedure was illegal. I was told they 
had no. orders concerning this, and 
I remained dumb to all further . 
queſtions, 57 4 
They wrote, fome two hours, God 
knows what: a carriage came up; 
I was ſtrictly ſearched, to find whe- 
ther I had any weapons: thirteen or 
.* fourteen ducats, which I had con- 
cealed, were taken from me, and I 
> e 
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*1 came to \ Berlin, I was put under a 
ftrong eſcort, and the Sen orders 
vere rigorouſly obſerved: ' 
Arrived here, I was lodged over 


the grand guard-houſe, with two cen- 


tinels in my chamber, and one at the 
door. The King was at Potſdam, 
and here I remained three days ; on 
the third, ſome ſtaff officers made 
their appearance, ſeated themſelves 
at a table, and put the n 
queſtions to me: | 
Firſt, What, 1 was my, buſineſs ; at 
Dantzic? THR 0 
Secondly, Whether I was acquaint- 
ed with M. Goltz, Pruſſian ambaf- 


fador i in Ruſſia? 


"Thirdly, Who was concerned with 


me in the conſpiracy : at Dantzic? 8 


When ! perceived their iutsnilon, 


by theſe interrogations, 1 abſolutely 
refuſed to reply, only ſaying I had 


been, impriſoned in the fortreſs of 
-  Glatz, 
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| Glatz, without hearing, or trial / by 
court- martial; that, availing myſelf 
of the laws of nature, I had by my 
own-exertions, procured my liverty, 
and that I was now a captain of ca- 
valry in the Imperial ſervice; that 
I demanded a legal trial far my firſt 
unk nden offence, after which Len- 
gaged to! anſwer all interrogator ies, 
and prove my innocence; but that, 
at preſent, being accuſed of new 
crimes, without a hearing concerning 
my former puniſhment, the pro- 
cedure was illegal. I was told they 
had no. orders concerning this, and _ 
I remained dumb to all further . 
queſtions. 19 n "we 
They wrote, ſome two hours, God 


knows what: a carriage came up; Ng 


I was ſtrictiy ſearched, to find whe- 
ther I had any weapons : thirteen or 
fourteen ducats, which I had con- 


cealed, were taken from me, and I 


Was 
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vg condöcted, — : 
The oſbcer here delivered: me uß 
to the captain of the guard at the 
eitadel; the toumn- major came, and 
brought me to the dungeon, ej— 
preſsly prepared for meg à ſmall 
picture of the Counteſs of Bhuchef, 
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ſot with diamonds, Which I had kept 8 
1 3 . 3 2 | 
cConcealed in my boſom, was now | 
taken ona ; NOR was ſhut, 8 
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